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T O 
ITHE HONORA- 


ble, Siclames FyL- 


LE R TON , Knight, one 
of his Highneſle | Coun- 
ccll of Reucnues, 
&Cc. 


\ 
dA = 1 [hall be cenſu- 

c FN red ery raſh, 
in attempting.more onad- 


uſed, in publiſhing . and | 


moſt improudent, in 1a- 
king your ſelfe the Patron 
of ſo weak a Pampblet, for 
the farlt, I may excuſe me, 
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THE EPISTLE 
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willmely idle, and loath to 
| toſe the benefit of the infor 
ced intermiſfion of mine 
accuſtomed former imploy- 
wents, I could conceiue n9 
| fitter or better paſſe- time, 

| then im this interim,to ſeek 
| | ſame inward conſe lat m,n 


my outward diſcomforts : 
for the Second, T acknow- 


weake Meditations,vnto 
ſome ſeeming wel affetled 
'3 the belt things , 1 was 
mconraged to lay them 
| downtothe pleaſure of the 
| Printer ; Who,not Without 
OXA- 


——_— 


-— ——-oa 


— —— 


in that I bare bin long TI 
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Jedge,that imparting the/e 
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DZDICATORIF, 


| publike View. Abd as tous | 


in making choyce of your 
name among fo many of 


that Honourable SOCIE- 
ie , whom Imoſt humbly 


eEXammation Co ——— 
hath brought the fame to, 


ching the Third and aft, | 


and fincerely honour and | 
renerence, 1 cannot but ac-| 
knewledge the reaſon,to be| 
no other then that I haue 
bere longeſt knowen onto 
Jour ſelfe ; And you beſt 
know, how Thane pajt ma-| 
uy yeares in Service and 
attendance,commanded by 


that Honorable Table. 


A3 Theſe 


< 
. _ —_—_— — 


——_— _truAAh. ww. Al... 


THE EPISTLE 


[ing it , and of negle& , or 


| the more doubtful t9 inde ) 


Theſe , no fained excuſes 
may,in honourable faueur, 
free me from the cenſure of 
raſhneſſe m attempting it, 


of preſumption in publiſh- 


reſþe& of perſons in patro- 
nizing it : So ſhall Ithink 
mine idle time not altoge- 
ther loſt, though gaining 
little outward profit, Whe- 
ther happy or onhappy, i 
gaining the one , or looſing 
by the other. I am fo much 


by how much IT cb/erxe, 
that men are heere cen («- 


red happy & vnhappy (1! 
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[mre ſpeftof inward or out- 


ſed,are lifted vp, and come 
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DEDICATORIE. 


Ward qualities , bee they 
200 or bad) but accordi ng 
to therr preſent profperitie 
or aduer/ity, glory or baſe- | 
neſſe , riches or pouertie, 
Which as a ſea often ebber 
and flowes , As variable 
winds blow,and waues tof- 


—— 


low : Wherem ſome ſayling 
with a full gale of glory, 
thinke them/elues in high- 

eit felicity,Who yet forget- 
ting or neglefting te ſtrere 
arizht the huge hulke of 
their conceined bappineſst, ef 


ruſh many times Open the 


A 4 rock} 
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| /or tunes Were glorious. He 


| life , is as happy aman as 
{ hee that dreameth that hee 
hath found great flore of 


| bee awakes, "Wa findes it al 


TauE EPISTLE | 


| rocke of Diſgrace, More 


grieuous then their former 


that feeketh and thinketh 

to finde true felicitie in the 

inconſlant thinos of this 
- 


golde , and ſeemeth to re- 
foyce beyond meaſure 1 
| bis good fortune,and When 


dreame : S 0 may men 
dreame of happineſſe here; 
but it us onely reſerued for 
ſuch as make leaſt account 


of this worlds glory, who 


hate 
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haue their connerſations 
in Fleauen While they live 
in the earth, where yet no 
man can iudge of a truely 


happy man. 


At yours, andto the 
rcſt of their Honou- 
rable Commaunds 
eucr ready. | 


TOHN NORDEXN, 
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Toas many as long for 
ir ue eypineſe 


©|1C F (cd, but that every 
"= wan that liveth,de- 
fircth to liue a happic life: 
bur every man taketh not 
the right courſe to be trulj 
happy. For,as there 1s in c- 
ucry man a double life, the 
one in this world,the other 
in another; the one periſh- 
ing. the other permanent : | 
ſo are men carnally or di- | 
uincly qualificd, andaccor- 
dingly bend their indeuors, 
toviſible,or inuiſtblethings 
& arc commonly moſt af 
feed to things viſibly} 
ſcene, and ſencibly felt, ra-J 
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| inuiſible things, few attaine 


T a the Reader. 
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to know them, much lefſle 
to ſecke them, leaſt of all to 
enioy them. Nogalthough 
their bodics bee ouerwhecl. 
med with millions of ma- 
ladies, & their minds, with 
cares,gricts, & infinite pal- 
ſions ; which nothing can 
cure, or relecug; but ſome 
ſpeciall h—_ ſpiritual] 
working, yet {cldome or 


neuer looke they vp aboue | 


theſe carthly things ; but in 
whatſocuer outward, or in- 
ward hard eſtate they arc, 
they ſceke helpe here be- 
low, if they findeir, they 
aſcribe it, to the vilible 
meanes and acknowlecge 
them happie in finding it ; 
in ſickncle to finde a Phi- 
{tion to heale them, in po- 
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nCIt'e 's 


T othe Reader. 


ucrtic to hauc a friend to 
enrich them, is imputed 
happineſſe : how much 
more happincſle were it 
then for a man ncuer to be 
{icke, to be rich, to beglo- 
rious in the cyes of all 
men, to be reputed the wi. 


| 


ſcſt man in the world, and 
to enioy what his heart| 
could thinke here? Would | 
not all men admire this; 
mans happineſſe 2? And 
would not all men dcfire, 
and couet to bee inhp like 
eſtate 2 And admit hee at-! 
taine vnto it,is this the hep- 
|pincfſe he aymcs at © No, 
hee muſt have peace and; 
long life to cnioy it, clfe 
the very conitduation of 
death , andto forgoe this! 
faigned happincilc would 

be 
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To ihe Reader. 


be'vnto him 2s if a ſword 
hurg oucr his head by the 
baire of a}].orſe talle;c uc- 
ric minutc 1c2cie tofallon 
his head, Alas, what ſhall 
a man then jv much ſhvg- 
gleand ftrive for the hap 
pincſe of this life, that 
conſiſteth onely of ſuch 
thirgs as the getting of 
thera requizes Jabour,jom- 
timcs lics; the having of 
of thcm, enue z the keep- 
ing of them fcare, andthe 
lofſle of them ſorrow ? 
Which yet is not all: 
there muſt bee finally 4 
redde rationem,an account; 
a fearctull reckonirg , 
which, if men would dulic 
conlider, in the r:ime of 
their greateſt ſuppoſed 
happineſle, it would make 


their 
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Tothe Reader, 
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their hearts 10 tremble, 
and thcir knees ro knock 
one aoainſt another like 
Balteſhars, ſor feare of thc 
infelicitie to come. It then 
the greateſt happineſſe that! 
man can attaine vnto in 
this life, be thus accompa- 
nied , where is that truc 
happineſle, that abſolute 
telicitie finally promiſed ? 
Such a happincſle thereis, 
but whatitis, no man can 
declare it; for theeye yl 
yot ſeen it, the eare hathnot 
heard, neither canis enter 10 
mans heart, what God hath 
prepared , for thoſe that lone 
him : But by examination | 
of the chiefe things whcre- 
in man in this lite can re- 
pute himſelfe moſt happie, 
and comparing them with 
what 


ee tt 
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: Tothe Reader, 4 


what things wee ſhall tu- 
turely enioy, it will ap- 
peare , that mans happi- 
nefle dothnot onely con- 
fiſt in the cnioying of go0d 
things, but in the free- 
dome from cuill things. 
The happicſt man in this 
life hath cauſes of movr- 
ning, gricfe and vexation 
of ſpirit, hisIife requireth 
labour, labour brings wea- 
| rineſle , wearinefle coucts 
| reſt, and reſt preſuppoſeth 
the bodies infirmitic; and 
conſequently cecay and 
death :; Ard dcath prece- 
| deth etcrnall faluation, 
| the happinefle of the ſoulc 
land bodice, or damnation 
of boih. This is the por. 
tion of all mcn mortal, 
thow happic ſoeucr hee 
ſccme 
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that | 
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| which wee can neuer bee | 


I.ioy and happinelle increa. 


T 6ihe Reader. 
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ſceme to live hcere, where 
they haue hunger , thirſt; 
'heate and cold, want of 
things deſired : andathou- 


{ſand diſcontents > from 


I 


ireed, vntill wee cometo 
our heauenly Country, 
where Chriſt is ready to 
receiue vs, where the holy 
Aggels and Saints are cuer 
expeQing the increale of 


ARS; 


| 
| 
| 


that heeuTlycopany,whoſe 


ſeth by. the increale of 
ſandificd foules, to ac- 


[5i0g,of ſorrow, or gricte , 


companie them z where 
the ſcryuitude, which in 
this life opprefleth vs, ſhall 
hee turncd into joyfull li- 
bertie,vvhere we ſhall haue 
10 more cauſe of mour- 


G0 


Her 
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HE 


T 8 the Reader. 


God himſelfe will mipe awa) | 
nr teares, which the tribu- 
lations which we hcere 1n- 
dure haue provoked, death 
ſhail hatie no more power 
ouer ys, wee ſhall hauec 
there nonight , nor darke- 
neſſe, we ſhall needetherc 
neither ſlecpe , nor corpo- 
rall ſuſtinance ; wee ſhall 
be free from fickneſle, we 
ſhall feare there no cnuie, 
or malice of ncighbours; 
vee ſhall neither buy nor 
ſell ; we ſhall neede neither 
gold nor ſilver , wee ſhall 
want no garments, to a- 
dorne a coler our baſc 
bodies, 2s heere wee need: 
wee ſhall not be oppreſſed 
with the cuills whcrewith 
weare here infeſted , But 
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bee repleniſhed and made | 
rich 


tuor 
repo! 
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Tothe Reader, 


rich in euery dclightfull 
thing ; wee ſhall be there' 
imbraced of our God, as 
his deere Children; our 
happineſſe ſhall be 1o vn- 
ſpeakeable, as it cannot be 
manifeſted here, what and 
how gloriovs it ſhall be| 
there; but we ſhal haxe plea- 
ſure at Gods right hand for 
euermore : If men there- 
tore, that now daclight 
themſclues in the multi- 
ride of theirriches in their 
{ilyer and gold . and boaſt 
themſclues of the grear. 
nefle & largcneſle of their 
poſſeſſions, of rheir mag- 
nificear Manſions, of then 
rare iewels, the abundance 
of thcir plate, and ſump 
tuous feaſts , whercinthey 
repoſe thcir felicitic and 
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| | T8192 Reaatr. 


happineſle, did duely con- 
| der the - ſhortnetle and 
| inconſtancie of theſe de. 
| | Celuing venitics, and othe! 
| infertours that delight 
| 'themſclues in all kindes of 
vices, would but call them- 
\ felues to minde, what they 
loſe by tkele falie baytes 
'of Sathan z, they would 
| caſt their moſt precious 
| [things oucr-boord into 
theſca of contemprt,”s dil. 
dayning this wcrles ac- 
counted beſt thizes, and 
their deareſt ſinnes, where: 
in thcy finde a LinCe of 
counterfeit content, anc 
felicitie , which ſhall bee 
futurely requited , with 
future infclicitie and hor- 
| rour, Happic then ſhall 

that man bee eucn hkcerc, 
| (fecrne 
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pie)that forthis pearle wil 
ſell all his carnall and cor- 
poarall delights, to buy 
tuch a precious purchaſe, 
and ſo permanent, which 
hee ſhall hold to hiinſelte 
for cuer, freely without 
rt without feare of for. 
teiture!, and without any 


(fceme he neuer ſo vnhap- 


other mans claime : for} 
cucry man ſha!l have fo! 
competent a portion, asj 
none ſhall couct another | 
mans. The purchaſc in re- 
ſpect of the value is not 
deere, And the Lord, of 


whom he ſhall hold it,will 


1euer expoſe his tennant, 
1or exact any ſcruiie fer- 
Ace at his hands, but ſuch 
25 hall bee vnto himſclfe, 
more glorious and iweoet, 


then 


. I ih. th. <———_ 
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domeof him , that giueth 


| To the Reader. 


then the moſt honoura- 
ble attendance of the 
greateſt Potentate of the 
World. Hee that hath a 
heart to concciue the leaſt 
portion of this vnexprel- 
(ible happineſle, let him 
ſceke it while hee hath 
time ; let him aske Wil- 


't freely ; Ict him heare, 
and conſider what com- 
fortable words, and ſcri- 
ous promiſes are ſpoken 
of inthe Scriptures,touch- 
ing this happineſle by 
the Prophets, by Cy R15ST 
xho is Truth it ſclfe, 
ind by his Apoſtles, who 
beare witneſle of the 
{ame Truth , that ſo be-. 
Ing alurcd of the certain 


tie of this happincfle to 
| COmMme: 


+I wm 


T's the Reader. 
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come; hee may labour to 
attaine it, hungering and 
thirſting for it, with 
continuall prayer 
to himthar 
glues 
It. 


Po 


Yours m Chriſtian 
good will, 
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Ts the cealons Reader, 


| x] —ppormt nt the Prayers econ 
©8 tained in ths little Buoke 
to0 tediuus , oF Ica'cn uf 
Frere noth and prolixitie: 
ſ tor if thy heant be rel prepared, thou 
wiltthinke nt no buiden totky ter gue 
& 11p3 ro [prak vnt» Gt, d.Short prayer! 
17 de:d,are moſt pical! 11g to them that 
vic prayers without iceling, more 
tor cuſiowe, then comfort, A true) 
fathiull an 1s nut ontly not wearie 
in Przycr; but the longer hce prayeth, 


UN UPC OY 


witi the aore {eiuency he prayerh; and 
te n:018 teruenit , the more pleaſing 
yato God, Pray therctore elwaycs i0 
a!! manner Praycr and SupP+3cation 1 
tine $5; (as ON! a3 Gods Lo} Y: Spirit 
a(]: heh 1y Spit rin) d wat! thereums 
Wt &fl pcilcur) _w_ (without waue- 
ring & Or Weari: iel!e;) Andy ſhall thy 
Prezcrs be eceptable c toGod, ard true 
counfort touky icife, | 


Walk tw it, 
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to Happineſle. 
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A premeditation or conſultath- 
01, What are the beft thwmegs, 
men in this life ſhould princi- 

pally ayme at , toatiaine vnto 
higheft happineſſe; Which are, 
hearing the Word, and faith. 
fall prayer. 


FT Very man by na. 
ax turc hath in him. 
a& ſclte a deſire of 
& the beſt things, 

and in heart wiſh. 
eth , and endeauourcth to ob. 
rainethem, whcrin cucry man 
hath His priuate and peculiar 
affeRiov, according to his in 
B ward 


VI End 


Meditations, 


wardqualification.Butas N# 
turean|Grace,mans corruptt- 
on and Gods holy Spirit doe 
differ in euill and good: ſo doe 
mens deſires differ inchoyce 
of things, yet all ſcemto tend 
to the attaining of the things 
they conce:uc tobe beit, and 
they are ſuch as may giue 
them the content they ayme 
at, which they account happ1- 
neſſe. And the molt of men 
in ſtead of cruc happineſle, de 
fire and ſecke things not only, 
not beſt, but meerely hurtfull: 
thinys lubic& 'o the outward 
ſenſes, which are often decel- 
uing, taking that for beſt that 
isto bee abandoncd, and re- 
icing that which is to bee 


pineſle, 

The beſt thingsare ſuci as 
the eye ſees not,the mouth ta- 
ſeth not , the handes h-ndle 
not,neither arc they ſubic to 


na- 


— —— 


chiefly imbracedas trueſt hap | 
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| and Prayers. 


natures vnderſtanding :. For 
the things wee ſee , touch, or 
raſte, haue neither true good. 
nes, ſuchastogiue aman beſt 
content-, nor continuance to 
rarry withthem; and therfore 
are but ſhadowes of ſceming 
happineſle , which by experi- 
ence are found fickle and va- 
niſhing Beautie, Health of the 
body, Riches, Honour high Of- 
fice, Long life, Delsphts & Car- 
nall pleaſures, Humane Wiſaom, 
and Natural Literature, are 
things much eſteemed. But 
what happineſle is there ina 
ny of theſe? Beautie decayes, 
| Health impayreth, Riches va- 
niſh, Honoxr 1s enuied, Offices 
dangerous, Long /zfe a bur- 
den, humane Wiſdowe fooliſh- 
| nefſe natural Learning,a pufte 
of vaine glory. Wee may 
therefore conclude, that if a 
man haue all the former (cc- 
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ming contentments,yet may 
ny B ” he 
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|neſſe, tor then had many Hea- 
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Meditations, 


he not be, happic for cucry of 
them drawcs with it, as many 


dents, & as many pcecuiſh paſ- 
lions of the minde , which 
draw him into as many cala- 
mitics .and. milerics. And 
cherefore dothno trucly wiſc 
man thinke, that theſe are 
werthy the name of kappi- 


rhens attained vnto that beſt. 
But truc happincſlc conliſt- 
eth onely in the cnioying of 
Gods graces, and Spirituall 
bleſsings, which carnal! mcn, 
who enioy onely the former, 
haue not : But are poſſeſt with 
an erronious opinion of thoſe 
things which ſceme beſt, ra- 
ther by an implicite conceit, 
following. and allowing thar 
for h.:ppinciſe whi.h the 
moſt hold ſo; and to attaine 
che lame, they vie all meanes, 
labours , and endlefle tra- 


diſaſters, as variable acci-. 


uailes, | 


—— —— —_ 


pcare 
trarie 


Apoſt 
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uailes to get that, which in. 
deed is not of the world to be 
had ; no maruell then they 
finde 1t not, and yet perſwade 
themſclues, they haue in ſome 
meaſure what they defire,eue- | 
ry man in his peculiar affcRi. 
on , and well may it bee {ayd 
in ſome meaſure , for that in 


what meaſure ſoeuer they | 
haue;that they crave, yet they 

want the fulnefſe of what 
they defire : And thercfore | 
can there be no full content, 
for where there is wanting 
'ome thing , the want of the 
thing deſired, is a kinde of 
incuitable miſerie, and di- 
ſtraRtionof the minde. 

Theſe things duely confi- 
dered, a kinde of yoluntarie 
blindeneſle , or rather deſpe- 
rate madneſle ſeemeth to ap- 
peare in the moſt , who con- 
trarie to the aduice of the 


Apoſtle ( that willeth-to vie 


— 
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Meditations, 


this world as if wee vcd. it 
not)yſe onely this world and, 
the vaine plcaſures of the 
(ame, as if they perſwaded 
themſelues, that cither they 
(hall cuer remaine here, or 
thatafter this, there will be 
no other being whereas the 
contrarie is moſt apparent, 
For this World paſſeth away and 
the glorie thereof, and there- 
fore ſhould we (o liue, as only 
to paſſe thorow it, as the 7 /ra- 
lites thorow the Red-ſca; 
that we way arriue in Heaue- 
ly Canaan, the place of true 
Felicitic, Happincſle and ab- 
ſolute- content in decd ;: for 
the greateſt pleaſures and 
deereit delights that this 
world can yeeld, arelike the 
vnſauorie waters of Aſphaltts, 
or the {ea of Sodome, whereof 
who (o drinketh, infatuatcti: 
or dicth inſtantly : And yet 


wee (ec, that hee 1s accounted 
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the 
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the happic{t man that is euen 
drunke with this worlds va- 
nitites, Thercfore doe the 
truely Wiſe paſſe by them, as 
it were diſdayning to ſtoope 
toſuch decetuingalurements 

ſtopping their cares with 
Vliſſes , leaſt theſe forbidden 
vanitics ſhould inchant them 

and with their ſceming ſweet 
infeting harmony , draw 
them to the gulfe of perditi.- 
on; for the vanities of this 
world bewitch the mindes of 
carnal! men, who thoughthey 
readc and heare their danger, 
it takes no impreſsion in 
their obdurate hearts ; they 
reade ſcldome, and heare, and 
vnderſtand not ; they yer 
know too much of that wher- 
of the practice doth ſhew 
they are not Wiſe to ſaluation, 
which indeed is, that abſolute 
happineſſe , that the truely 
Wiſe doc onely ſecke ; know- 


B 4 ing 
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tt. tt. 


| ing that it auaylcth them nor, 


togaine the whole world,and 
to take all the pleaſures and 
delights of the ſame, & to loſe 
their owne ſoules. 

The beſt thing then , that 
we arc to ſecke to be happy is 
' to beaſſuredin this life ot the 
| Kingdome of God,andour ſal- 
' uation to come, and to labour 
for the righteouſneſle thereof; 
; for if worldly men take fo 
much paines for the getting 
of the vaniſhing things of this 
world,counte: feit happineſle, 


onely as a ſhame vnto vs, but 
a iudgement vpon vs, if wee 
neglect, the abſolute beſt 
thing, the ſaluation of our 
ſoules. And therefore Saint 
Pau! cxhorts ys to the ſtxdie 
of righteouſneſſe and hatred of 
finne, the contrary ends of 


it may well be imputed , not | 


both being ſet before vs; 
namely as touching ſinne, 


wherein ! 


; 
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wherein the beſt man hath 
once defiled himſelfe, how 
much more the wicked? What 
fruit had they in it ? Onely 
ſhame, and gricfe, and inthe 
cnd death cternall, without 
repentance, therefore it be- 
hooueth vs now to caſt off 
ſinne , T he wanities of the 
World, the luſts of the fleſh, the 
pride of life , to whichthings 
whoſocuer is, or hath beene 
ſcruant, while he lineth-there- 
in is free from righteouſneſſe : 
but now let vs {ccke ro vee 
freed. from the ſeruitude of| 
ſinne. and to. become ſernants 
vnte God, ſo ſhall wee haxe our 
fruit in bolineſſe , and in the end 
exerlaſting life , which 1s the 
gift of GO D through Jeſms| 
(hriſt , which is the grearcit 
happineſſe- that we can deſire 
or attaine vnto, either inthis 
life, orthat which isro come; 
for the. obtayning whereot, 

B g eucry 
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eucry Chriſtian is to be care. 
fullto auoide the vanities of 
this world , and the ſcruice of 
ſinne in the ſame, indcuoring 
to become the ſeruant of 
God, which conſiſteth in an 
holy and hcauenly conuerſa- 
tion here, to which 1s requi- 
red, the due and diligent 
hearing of God in his Word : 
and the true praiſe of the 
ſame, and faithfull prayer to 
him, 

By theſe two rules rightly 
obſcrued, a man becomes by 
acceptation perfc& , and by 
imputation 1uſt, 

To attaine vnto this degree 
of pcrfeRion and happineſic, 
it lveth not in our owne 
powre ; Wee cannot heare 
without the Word preached, 
andnone that hearcth vnder- 
{tandeth ; but he whole earcs 
the Lord openeth.  Carnall 


men may heare indeed, but 
not 
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not profit by hearing, vnlcſle 
God open alfo their hearts, 
as hee did the heart of Lydia, 
for both the Word, hearing, 
vnderſtanding and practiſe 

arc all the gifts of God. 
Prayer alſo is the gift of 
God, ſois Gods Spirit, by 
whom wee pray , and faith in 
which we pray ; and the aſſu- 
tance, to obtaine that for 
which wee pray. How many 
men yetare there of conceit, 
that they can pray when they 
liſt,,and how they liſt? as if 
earneſt and truely cordiall 
prayer,were as familiar with 
them, asto tella tale : Lipla- 
bour babling indeed, is as ca- 
fie,as to ſpeake any thing elſe. 
But this kinde of ſaying 
prayers, is nor indeed prayer, 
bur prattle, a mocking of 
God, and hee decciueth him: 
ſclfe,that ſo (peaketh prayers. 
A great man would take 
ſcorne 
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| by heart or booke , thinking 


ſcorne to haue a tale told 
him, when hee that tells it 
ſpeakes he knowes not what, 
his minde being vpon ſome 
other matter , will God then 
accept of thoſe prayers, which 
onely are from the lippes, 
when the heart thinks of no- 
rhing lefſe, then what the 
mouth ſpeaketh ? Their words 
may bee the words of holy 
prayer indeed, bur it the heart 
conſent not , nay, -if the 
Minde, the Will and Aﬀe&i-' 
ons, and the Vnderſtanding 
agree not with the mouth, 
though the words bee good, 
the prayer is . counterfeit. 
True and ferucnt, faithfull 
and feeling prayer, willeaſily 
bee diſcerned from cold and 
counterfeit , for whereas a 
man may fluently verithout 
ſtoppe or ſtagger,powre forth 
many and good words, either 


tha: 


— 
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that God hath enough, if hee 
haue many and good words,he 
cannot but acknowledge that 
he doth but flatter God, & (o 
commits finne, inſtead of a 
ſacrifice ; But the prayer that 
pleaſeth God, and profits a 
mans ſclfe, comes trom the 
heart to the lippes, or the 
heart it ſ-lfe, ſighes and} 
groancs vnto God, in ſuch | 
vehemencic of ſpirit , as if; 
not with outward teares, yet 
doth the heart rent it. ſelfe | 
within, throughthe feruencie | 
of zeale, and power of al 
lively faith, which kinde of 
praycr 1s eftcuall, and plea- 

ſing to God 
It behooueth therefore 
cuery man to be waric how 
hee prayech, leaſt hee offer the 
ſacrafice of foo!es , and ſo in- 
ſtead of being heard, to his 
comfort, hee be reiced with 
ſhame, Prayer conſiſteth nct 
in 
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in the motion of the tongue, 
onely which is proper as well 
tothe wicked asto the godly: 
But prayer is a diuine cxecr- 
Ciſe of a ſanihed heart. And 
therefore before we preſume 
to app: och into the preſence 
of God with our Petition, 
we muſt duely and reuerently 
conſider, to whom we ſpeake, 
whit we ſpeake, and how we 
ſpeake ; wherein we may not 
conſult with our owne fan- 
raſi:s, and ſo vnſan&ifiedly, 
to ruſh ypon the holy Throne 
of Jehouah, bat with the 
Word of God, wherein 1s 


layde downe the perſons, to 
whom, the. manner, how, and 
the things for what we ſhould 
pray. 

Theſc things being vnder- 
ſtood, it bchooucth vs alſo to 
looke into our ſ{elnes, whe- 
ther this great worke of di- 
uine prayer bee within the 


com- 
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OpPcN 
hil the 
to aſ>1 
And t} 
that (e 


———— 
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compaſle of our owne vnder- 
(tanding, what to pray for. 
Saint Paul wasa man Dinine- 
ly qualified, andycthee ac- 
counteth himſelfe of the num- 
ber of them that know not 
what to pray, as hee ought : 
what then ? Should wee not 
pray at all,becauſe wee know 
not how , or what to pray as 
we ought ? Godforbid , wee 
haue a promiſe that the Spi- 
r1t of God ſhall helpe our 1n- 
firmities, and ſhall makere. 
queſt for vs ynto God. How 
then can our prayers but bee 
heard and anſwered, ſceing 
they proccedfrom Gods own 

Spirit, that dwellethin vs? 
The trucly faithtull in deed 
haue a promiſe, that if they 
opcn their mouthes, God w1ll 
hilthem . And what is it but 
to aſ>1it them 1n their pray ers? 
And therefore not every. One 
that ſeemcth to pray, pray«th 
in 


w_ Meditations, Hs 
| | in the Spirit, yer this promiſeſſ} ;F 
4 may alſo ap ert4ine vnto, ing * 
| and in time, be felt of them|[ ye 
that yet want him. There. ſibly 
fore, let every man indcuour|fſ york 
to be. aſſured, thar the Spirit of] jeare 
| God is in him, which hee ſhall nor © 
| finde by the feruencie of his yiew 
4 heart inprayer;although he be (ame 
| notat all timesa like power-ſhgly 


full in vs, but retires himſelfeÞ}qyr « 
| for. a 11me, to make vs to ac-YUahle | 
[i knowledge the want of him, [fee | 
| and to thirſt the more eagerly] hay 
| for his preſence againe, whichſſrrah 


euery faithfull ſoule exer-fſre x 
MM. ciſed in this divine durie, ap-motiu 
q'; parently apprehendeth ; forfayde | 
"Sy the Spirit by Cegrees , as itÞyjcgir 


were., mooueth our dull ſpi-fyying 
rits, and at length ſhewethfneg 5g 
y himſelfe ſtrong and powerſhjg þ 
S |. fall in vs,for. when we finde aſneane 
I. will, and an inclination tgege 

1 pray, though wee be dull, notþx.4 ic 
| Mt} | able to open our mouthe$ycaje. 
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{ if we continue in defire, liit-| 
ing vp our hearts to God; 
wee thall feele, and that ſcn-| 
libly the Spirit, to beginne to 
worke and to touch our 
hearts,thatat length,we ſhall, 
!Enot onely bee able to ſpeake| 
{with our tongues, bur the 
ſame Spirit will frame ſuch an 
holy forme of words, that of 
our lelues , wee were neuer 
able to vtter: which I con- 
nffciſe to the praiſe of God, 
1yBl have found by moſt com- 
Clffortable experience, and ther- 
*r-Ifore to my more «ffcRuall 
P-Imotiue, I hauc framed by the 
fOtf:yde of the ſave Spirit, this 
 MIMcditation and Prayer fol- 
P!-Jowing , which may bee alſo 
cneo others, that delight in 
\cIFhis holy exerciſe , ſome 
& aheanc to ſuppreſſe their dul- 
| lheſe, and to ſtirre vp their 


nolf-&ions to an vnexpreſsible 
neStcale, 


A me- \* 
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Mens. EE 5: 


be 
A motine toa prayer againſt theſin ze 
tentations of Sathan, Who al-|flany 
waies endeauoureth the hint. that | 
rance of prayer , and all oth:r fon by 
diuine and holy exerciſes in theſſubr;] 
chilaren of G od ,vvherby theirflthe n 
happineſſe may bee made cer-Frealo 
raine, man 
any h 

T is impoſſible that anyſ[ſo mu 
=o | be he neuer ſodeuoutÞlicior 
and religious , that takes anyſhim, 
aRion in hand, tending eitherſketh | 
to Gods glory , or his ownewhers 
ſoules ſaluation, that can p-r{is,or 
form: it; but that Sathan,thatJnor by 
malicious enemy of mans ſal{ynſee: 
nation, will endeauour to perſhand, 
uert ir,or alcogether to hindetſfore tl 
it. As when Jchoſhuathe highnite id 
Prieſt was (tanding before th{naot to 
Lord to pray , Sathan ſtood aſeither 
his right hand to reſiſt himto hin 
Zach 3-1, And therefore ſhal that fo 
any man thinke that _— ( thou; 
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be ſtrong in faith, and ferucnt 
in zeale to pray vnto God, for 
[-fany holy and heruenly gift, 
e.|f{that he ſhall hauc no oppoſiti. 
er on by this ougly Dragon, and 
beQſubr:ll inuifible Serpent ? nay, 
4rfthe more faithfull, the more 
r.ſzcalous, and the more ſtrong a 
man ſeemeth, (or indced is) in 
any holy and diuine exerciſe; 
ny ſo much the more madand ma- 
tflicious 1s Sathan to oppoſe 
nyJhim, eſpecially when he bera- 
nerfſketh himſelfe to holy prayer, 
rnewhereof no true child of God 
-2r-4is,or can be 1gnorant : h:' can- 
hatJnot but tind that Sathan, thogh 
ſal{vnſecne , ſtand: th at his right 
perfhand, at his elbow, laying be. 
idetffore the eye of his mind,infi. 
112nite idle and vnholy thoughts, 
: th{not to be nitbred or declared; 
d aſeicher to peruert or vtterly 
11mIto hinder his faith & zcale ; & 
ſhalthat ſometimes with ſeeming 


>hh\( though counterfeit) divine 
b thoughts. 


| 
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ani delight in many other 
things to his better content, 
And thus are too many ouer. 
uch lulied aflcepe by the 
of oft dangerous inc1antmei.ts 
pf Sathan, eſpceciaily when he 
oueteth to deccruc by his 
raftty ynderminiv,s men, vn- 
Jer ms counterfet thew of be- 
"Bog an Angell of l;ght, 
| Hauing then ſuch 2 dange- 
ous enemy , more malicious 
PrYicn the red Dragon,more Wi- 
©Þ and ſubrill then the crooked 
"$-rpert, and morc ſtrong then 


oy roaring Lyon. We had need 
4 dcrauc wiledome,to prevent 
Mis (ubtiltics, and ſtrength to 
# ithſtand his forces : for be- 
""Þg ignoritof hisſtraragems, 
ed : 
d weake to encounter his 
2 lice, we can neither ſpeake 
bl u0 God in our prayers, 
F iichare the principall wea- 
p "ns to wound, and put backe 


ne force of this enemy , nor 
with 
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min 
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with true deſire, attentiu 
care , a fee! ing heart, conſtant 
reſolution, & tirme faith, hear 
God (pea e vnto vs by his ho 
ly Meſſengers and Miniſters 
the life of our foules, and tru 
elt happineſle. 

It bchoueth vs thereforetÞ 4 p, 


— 


labour,to haue the cyes of 0 banc 

minds in'ightned, and toby , 

filled with all ſpirituall puff 
'” 


dence and wiſdome , that we 
may bee able to diſcoucr hi 
deceiuing intiſements , to 

uoydh's torg-d fla: terics, a 

to withſtand his deadly tent () 

tions: let vs indeauor by cot , 
t:nuall prayer to God, that jull L 
vs may be created and confi the 
med a ſtrong and liuely faitÞeſt t 
p-1fe&t and conſtant zcale owe 
ferue tlic lining God , and 4,1, | 
holy. 1ealouſic oucr our {clus __ 
leſt Sathancircumuent vs wi. > 

his ſecret and ſubtill intif 4 
ments, in ſtealing away of Jncl 


ming 
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mindes, and eſtranging our 
-houghts from heauen and hea- 
Juenly things, from God in 
Chriſt, in our holy Meditati- 
ons and Prayers. 


——— 


—— 


ety A Prayer for Gods holy affi- 
OM ance,againſtSa'hin, who in- 
| deauoureth to hinder our 
5+ moſt 20dly prayers, fit 


W 
4 10 bee ſaid im all 

O Jentalio)ss 

&- 0» Holy , mercifull, Io 
pu uing, and moſt power . 


ar$ull Lord God , who fittcſt 
nfifin the heaucns , "andexten- 
aiucſt thy power oucr all the 
le Þowers in heauen & earth, 
pi Pyho haſt the rule and abſo- 
i Jute goucrnment of all thy 
nei" catures; and ro whom all 
y of Linclpalities, Powers, An- 
gels, 


min 
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Confidcr, I humbly pray 
thee,the malignity and ma- 
lice of that rep, 6bat2 infer- 
nall ſpirir, that Faiſcly pre. 
rendeth dominion in the 
carth,and in the ayre, and 
how he enuicth and oppo- 
ſeth, as much as in him 15, 
cucry good dutic and ſer: 
aice which thy deareſt chil 
dren owe andendeauour to 
performe vnto thee ; and a: 
boue all other duties, ten- 
ding tothine owne glory, 
and mags ſaluation, he ſee- 


ge!s, and ſpitits doe obey : 


keth to hinder none, with 
more bittcr violence, wit 
oreater enuy, & more wic 
ked and ſubtill wiles, the 
this of diuinepraycr, an 
endeauoreth todraw thin 
owne deareſt children int 


o 
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manifold ſinnes. Rut Lord, 
as thou haſt commaunded 
vs to call vpon thinc holy 
Name, to pray vynto thee 
for fairh,repentance,obcdi- 
ence , and other graces and 
bleſſings : So according to 
thine holy ordinance, I fall 
downe proſtrate ypon the 
knees of mine vnfayncd 
heart, praying thee to pre- 
pare meeto this holy dutie, 
chou fayeſt, pen thy mouth, 
and 1 wit! fill :1. O Lordo- 
pen thou my mouth, and 
fill it with heauenly words, 
furniſh and fill my heart 
with aſtrong,powerful,and 
lively faith, conſtant and 
firme obcdience,that with- 
out waucring, and ſtrayine 
thoughts,I may atthistime 


make my prayers & {uppli- 
cati- 


OO— — 
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cations ynto thee, through 
thy Spirit. And thou,O in- 
uincible Zyer of the Tribe 
of Indah ſtand vp for me, 
againſt my moſt mortal] 
and moſt malicious enemy, 
ſatan, who among his own 
is trong andpowertull, but 
where thou my Capraine 
Chriſt Icſus appeareſt , he 
is weake, he cannot enter 
the houſe where . thou 
Jwelleſt. O fortific ther- 
fore, O Lord, and barre vp 
che doore of my ſoulc, that 
hee enter not, nor preuaile 
41painſt it with the fire of 
his rentations. Lord thou 
knoweſt, hee is cnemie to 
thee, how much more vnto 
mee © Hee tempted thee, 
but preuayled not, but his 


centations fleſh and blood 
can- 
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cannot withſtand. Thcre- 
fore arme thou me againſt 
him, with heauenly wea- 
pons, and hee ſhall neither 
ſtoppe nor hinder mine in- 
rended prayers, as he defi 
reth and laboureth to doe, 
Ler my ſpirir, O Lord, bec 
ttrongly aſsiſted by thy 
Spirit, and my prayers ſhall 
be faithfull, my heart ſhall 
entertaine no. wandering, 
waucring, vnholy,or pro- 
phane thoughts, euill co. 
oitations, or wicked mo- 
tions, though I bee an vn 
holy lumpe of my ſelfe by 
nature, prompt and more 
ready to thinke, or doe 
euill then good : yct by 
thy Grace, Satan ſhall flic, 
ſinne ſhall die, and thy Spi- 
rit ſhall be liucly in mee, 
C 2 and. 
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and my prayers powerfull 
and effeRuallto thee in my 
mediator Chrilt Ieſus. 

O let thy heauenly helpe, 
Lord; in Icſus Chriſt de. 
{ſcend into all the powers 
and parts of my ſoule and 
body. that in ſpeaking vato 
thee, I may feelethe worke 
and operation of thy: 
Grace ſo ſufficient in my 
heart, that I may obtaine 
avitorious conqueſt ouer 
{2tan, finne and mine owne 
corruptions, and bee affu. 
red, through Chriſt Icfus 
my Saujour , to bee either 
freed from his prevayling 
rentations , or tobce able 
r refiſt them; that all my 
20/0 at all times may 

ce ſuch, as thou maiſt Fa- 


therly 2ccept them in thy 


beloved 


"nd 
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beloued Sonnes mediation 
for mee, howſocuer weake 
and imperfe& they bee 1n 
reſpect of my ſclfe , who 
am full of imperfeQions, 
which I humbly pray thee 
togrant for his ſake, who 
hath conquered him, that 
couets my finall deftru- 


{ tion, Amen. 


Lord exermore flrengthen 
aud increafe my faith in 


leſus Chriſt. 


 — — — ———— 


A meditation of meiine, When 
Wee are dull ropray , a moſt 
neceſſary preparatins , 10 


proger. 


Sitis my gricfe, O Lord, 
Ato conſider the hardnefſe 
of my heart, my fauntneſle and 
dulncfle to pray : So can I 
_0'3 un 
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not but comfort my ſclfe, in 


{ the conſideration of thy great 


mercie towards mce, in often 
remouing my dulnefſe, and 
in ſteed thercof, to gtue mee 
thy holy Spirit, and by him 
power efteRually, to call vp- 
on thy holy Name, which cf- 
fetuall favour of thine, 1 
haue oftentimes found and 
felt, when I haue lad an in- 
ward motion, tending to a 
delire to pray, and yet no 
power or ableneſſe to open 
my mouth, or aptnefle to 
mooue my tongue , which 
hath cauſed mee many times 
to thinke that thou my God, 
haſt beene angry with me,and 
in that thou haſt with-holden 
thy Grace {o long, that thou 
hadit forſaken me, So that 1 
have Leere infoiced often» 
times to keepe ſilence, when 
[ would haue praycd, and to 
cloſe my lippes, when 1 


would 
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would haue ſpoken. 

Thus good Father have I 
beene many tines, as I am 
preſently troubled , and in- 
wardly greeued, cuen inmy 
ſoulc, at the hardnefſe of my 
heart, and dulnefſe of my {p1- 
rit, Andyet at length haue 
teltas 1t were the hre of fer. 
vent zealc ſo inflaming my 
heart, as I haue ſuddenly ſpo- 
ken with my tongue , I hauc 
prayed vnto thee, and thou 
haſt heard me, 

This holy and heauenly 
worke of diuine Prayer, I 
ftinde to bee farre from mine, 
or the beſt mans owne power 
it is the onely worke of thine 


owne ſpirit, which I hauec| 


many times formerly diſcer.- 
ned, for when 1 haue beene 
moſt dall , and molt ynapt to 
pray,thou, cuen then, cuen in 


'my ſilent muſing, and medi- 


tration haſt enabled mee, ro 
C 4 breake, 


| 
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Meditations, 


breake forta into words, 
| through faith, which haue 
pierced the very heauen 
of hcauens, cuen vnte the 
Ihrone of thy great Maieſty, 
where Chriſt my mediator 


ſtands at thy right hand, pre- 


' fenting in my behalfe , my 
| weake Petitions euen in his 


owne name ; and obtayneth 
mine humble defires, accor- 
ding to thine owne will 
which worketh bet-er things 
foucmee, then 1 can wiſh or 
will, 

I am not therefore Gif 
couraged,good Father, thogh 
I ſceme dull in ſpirit, andas! 
it were cleane deſtitute of 
faith , for I know thy guifts 
are without repentance , and 
though I feele not this hea- 
uculy worke of thy holy Spi- 
rit, at all times a like in mee : 
yet doe I aflure me, hee is in 
mee, and will worke againe, 


s 


the | 
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the ſame heaucnly cffeRs, for 
where thy blefled Spirit hath 
once taken habitation ;. and 
once {incihed the ſoule, that 
loule is ſo «ffetually poſlel- 
{cd by that -pirit, and that 
Spirit ſo poſſcicth that ſoule ; 
that he may be afſared, neucr 


tobec abſolutely diſpoſſeſt of 


the ſame, howſocuer hee may 
for a time ſecme abſent, Ir] 
is but to mooue mce to ſeeke 
him, finding the want of him, 
tolong for him. 

Though therefore deare 
Fathcr, my heart bee hard by 
nature, nd my ſpirit dll to 
every holy and heauenly du- 
tie, ſo that I cannot outward. 
ly vtter, what I inwardly con- 
cciue and defire, with ſuch 
cearncſinefle and fernencie of 
{pirit,asI would; but weably 
and co!dly ; yet doc I affure 
my ſelte, tht thou confidereſt 
mine ipward dcfires, and hea- 
CL reſt 


Meditations, 


| reſt my mott ſecret ſighes, as|Þ} |45 
| plainely,as1f Icryed vocally Sp 
bi and aloud vnto thee, Fa 


| 4 I cannot therefore but con- |} th 
fidertly aflure my (clfe,that ac- 

FP! cording to thy promiſe thou 
| wilt heare and conſider, that 

I hunger and thirſt for thy 


Grace, that my dulneſſc being A 
remooucd, I may conceiue in of 
my heart , and frame withmy FA 
lippes mine humble Petiti-[F |, 
ons, which thou haſt prom1- P 
ſed toheare,c ſpecially ſuch as 
{thine owne Spirit compoleth 
in mee, 
Deny not therefore good 
Father, thy holy Spirr to me, 
that faithfully craue him one. 
| ly tobe cnabled cftctiually to ( 
pray vnto thee : for thou hea- ( 


| | reſt not the beſt man, nor the 
beſt mai's beſt prayers, for 
his, or his prayers ſake ; but : 

l 


for thy beit beloued So. nes 
lake , andſuch onely prayert] 
as 


and Prayers. 


as proceed from thine owne 
Spirit, Fulfill therefore good 
Father, all my godly delires, 
through Chriſt Ieſus. Amen, 

Let vs pray, that wi may 


pray. 


4 Prayer to God for the helpe 
of his holy Spirit, and other 
bleſſings, Spirituall and Coy 
orall , comprehending the 
moſt needfull bleſsines, 
fit at all times for all | 
men 18 bee ate- 


fired, 


Racious Lord God, 
nd moſt louing in lec- 
lus Chriſt, thou haſt of 
thine owne free fauour, 
willed all men, inallthen 
rroubles , dangers, and 


wants of Spiriti all and 


Cor- 


—_— 


1 


{ 


Meditations, 


ynto thee, to aske in the 


cuer they faithfully pray 
for, to ſecke helpe of thee, 
and they fhall Cade it, in 
due and conuecnient time, 


[to knocke and they ſhall 


be admitted into thy holy 
preſence. 

But good Father,as thou 
haſt thus commanded mc, 
[WRTKE inme power, trucly 
to performe what thou 
commandeſt ; to pray, lam 
of my ſclfe dull; to ſeeke, 
I am by nature blinde;& to 
knock, I am weake; ane 
therefore thou ſeemeſt to 
conimond things to mec 
impoſsible to be effeftual 
ly pertormed : ſay therc- 


fore. 
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corporall things to come| | 


Name of thy Sonne, and| | 
they ſhall receive whartſo-| | 


_— 


| 7 [fore vnto mee, and per- 


! [inſufficiencie Lord , for I 
| [cannot of my ſelfe thinke 
| [agood thought, how then 
| [can T of my ſelfe, pray and 
 [obtaine , ſecke, and finde 


| [free Grace, andthey oncly 
| [ro whom thong vouchſafcſt 


4nd Prayers, 


torme it , namely that thy | 
Spirir may beea ſufficient 
helpe vnto me. 

Thou well knoweſtmine 


what I want,or knock, and | 


| [bee heatd. This ſacred 


yertrue none by nature 
hath, it is of thine owne 


thine owne Spirit, to helpe 
their weakenefle, ſuch in 
deed can faithfully aske, 
ſuch can dilligently ſceke, 
andconftantly knock, they 
onely obtaine what they 


jake, thcy finde what they 
ſecke, 


Cm 
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c ccke, and they are heard 


and admitted into thy pre-| } 


ſence when they knock: 


Oh ! admit me Lord in-{] 
to thenumber of them, to|F 


whom thou haſt vouchſa- 
ted this bleſſed priuiledge, 
for they belong onely ro 
the truely faithfull, to ſuch 
as tho haſi choſen of thine 


owne pnrpoſe , whom thou|} 


haſt made fit to aske, apt 
to iceke ,, and conſtant to 
knock. 

Apt Iam to aske many 
things, brcauſe I want ma- 
Ne, and I know thou art 
able, and willing to grant 
eucry good thing. But 1 


am ignorant ſo toaske,as ] 
may obtaine , 
nor what to aske 2s 1| 
ought, and therefore 

though 


[s 
for I knowl 
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:hough1 often aske, I re- 
ceiue not, becauſe I aske 
amiſle; tending my prayers 
ratherto the obtayning ot 
carnall, then Spirituall and 
heavenly riches, and finde 
them not; becauſe thou 
ſeeſt the oranting of them, 
rather hurtfull then profi- 
table yntome. 

Send *thcrefore deare 
Father, ſend downe thine 
holy Spirit » who onecly 
knoweth how, and for 
what to pray, though I bee 
ignorant of, hee knoweth 


| thy wills though I bce 


weake, heis powcrfull;and 
though I! be corrupt, Hezs 
holy, as thou art holy :1:ce 
oncly knoweth my wants, 
and how they may bee ſup- 
plicd, Therfore none bu. 

he 


ot 


_—_— 
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[he Lord can make my Pec- 


ritions effeRtuall, none but 
he can ſpeake for me, with 
me, and in me, Good Fa- 
ther denie him not vato 


me, leaue mec notdeſtitute 


| of his helpe. 


| When hz commeth, heſhall 
reach mee all things , fit fo! 
[mee ro lcame , hee will 
[prompt,and tcl} mee what 
1s fit for meto aske, he will 
preparc my. heart, hee will 
rectific mine affteRions, hc 
will abandon my darke- 
neſſc, deadneſſe and dul- 
nefic,he will vatic my faul- 
tring tongue, and open my 
cloſed lippes , hee will in-| 
large my knowledge, and! 

increaſe my faith. 
If I pray without the 
helpe of this thy bleſſedF# 
Spirit, 


m— 
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Spirit, I doc bur vtter a 
bare voyce, © Lord,which 
cannot come into thy pre- 
ſence,nor returne any com- 
fort to mine owne ſoule, 
but ſpeaking in and by 
him , I ſhall afſuredly bee 
heard, for when I pray fan- 
ccerely and effeually in 
deed, it proceedeth nor 
from mce, but from thine 
owne Spirit thar ſpeakerh 
in mee , and bcarcth the 
|grcatcſt burden of my 
prayers, though the words 
-ſ paſle thorow my lippes, 
they are not mine, but his, 

Holy Father , euer lo- 


;n-Nving; louing in Teſs Chriſt, 


Einkindle mine inward god- 
ly defires,through the hea-| 
uenly heate of that Sacred 
fire, touch my tongue, with 

that 


Med tations, 


that cel:ſtrall cole from thin 
Alter , then ſhall my hean 
be prepared, then ſhall my 
lippes be opened, then (hal 
[ ſpeake with my tongue, 
according to the meaning 
of thine owne Spirit ; then 
ſhall mine vnderſtanding 
be inlarged, then ſhall I ap 
p. *hend thy mercie , *and 
tully enioy thy fauour in 
Chriſt my Redeemer; then 
ſhall T finde and feele in 
my heart, an aſſured tcſti- 
mony, that my prayers arc 
come vpinto thy preſence, 
then ſhall my guilty con- 
ſcience , burdened with 
fionc be eaſed; and all my 
wants ſpirituall and cor: 
porall, outward and in. 
ward, bee fully and timely 
ſupplied , andall my fearc 

be 


and Prayers, 


Ye remooued ; and all 
hings , howſocuer ſeeming 
outrary , ſhall worke toge= 
ther, yea together, to my 
\pcrpetuall peace and com- 
fort in thee. Then ſhall 1 
recejue in this corrupt and 
weake vcflell of duſt, the 
Image of my Redeemer; 
bring forth the fruits of his 
Kingdome, and cuecn here, 
fcele and be aſſured, to bee 
ſcaled vp in the number of 
thine Elect Saints ; and en- 
toy the gloric of that fu- 
ture Kingdome in full, 
which heere I partake and 
know but in part, accor- 
ding to that meaſure of 
knowledge which it hath 
pleaſed thee, through thy 
| holy Spirit tO reueale vnto 
mce , in this mortality, 
where 


— 


! 
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where yet I finde the me: 
rits of my Redeemer pre- 
nayling, to the waſhing a. 

way of my finnes. Thear, 
his voyce, and heere defir: 
to follow him, and to obey 
thee in hin), ſubmitting my 
ſclfe to vndergoe whatſo- 
euer croſle for his ſake, as 
hee endurcd the dearh of 
the Crofle for mine, ever 
morc looking for, & long. 
ing to be diſlolued, freed, 


from this worlds vanitics,ſſ.:. : 


and to bce partaker of thc 
glory, which by his dcath, 
hee hath purchaſed, for 
all rhat in faith, and holy] 
deſire; Looke for his ſc 
cond comming: for which 
all thar arc guided by that 
thy Sacred Spirit, inward 
ly and dayly cry, _ 
F - . 
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Lord leſas,come quickly, and 
end theſe dayes of ſinne. 

In the meane time, thou 
knowelt louing Father, 
that I am inforced to bee 
combred about manic 
things of faire inferiour 
condition , following the 
things of my worldly cal. 
ling , which much hiuider 
mee in the performance of 
Wetter things, and which 
often hinder the lively 
working of thy holy Spi- 
rit in mc, 

I am much and often op- 
prefled with the ſtrength 
of mine owne inherent 
corruption, often aſſayled 
by chat my deadly enemie 
Satan; who ſecketh by all 
meancs to ſtop the courſe 
of thy Spirit in mee, Bur 
[ty 


[ 
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chy Grace is ſu ficient roſy} and 
preuent him for me. ſ{ che! 
Thou knoweſt alſo deare|y| wor 
Father, that I am muchſſ|forr 
and often afflifted heere,ſj«no 
and ſtand ſubie& to manyſ}of t 
and 1cucrall tryals, as toſſ|utde 
Siskneſſe of the body, dan-|| wha 
ger of the decay and lofſeſjallt! 
of my Limbes, and the ver-ſſ|{cric 
tuc and vie of my Senſes, ſtole 
vnto Pozertie, Enimies,and|[|pcrc 
Perſecution for the conſtant|ſ|oy | 
profcſfion of thy ſincere [oy 
Religion, vnder the burden} 
and feareof theſe incuita-ſſ|loul, 
ble miſcrics, I ſhould faint, IN 
bur that 7 k;zow hee and Fath 
whome thow haſt ſeat TeJ|derat 
ſes Chriſt, and hauerhe af-J}flicti 
(ſtance of thy bleſſed Spi-}and ; 
rit, teſtifying vnto my ſpi-]rit, 
rit, thatthou art the _—_ and ; 
an 


and Prayers. 


offi} and fole dilpoſer of all 

fitheſe, and that «l/ 1hines 
reſt] worke together for the com- 
hl ors of all that louve thee, 
c,f| cnowing and bcing affured 
y ||| of thy preſence and pro- 
off udence, I will not feare 
n-|ſ|whatſocuer befall mec; for 
Teſſſ all troubles, croſſes and mi- 
1-M[{(cries, I finde to bee but 
25, Mt\holclome medccines, tem- 
ad|[|pcred and gently prepared 
nt by thine owne band for 
refſ|the cure and preferuation 
en of my ficke and ſinnetull 
ta-fl[oule, from cternall death. 
nt, fl 1humbly therfore, dearc 
pd$| Father,pray thee,ſoto mo- 
te-|derate my troubles and af. 
af-J|flictions, as by the helpe 
pi.f}and aide of thy holy Spi- 
pi.J}rit, I may with patience 


ole]}and an heauenly kinde of 
alaciity! 


47 


—c 
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alacrity yndergoe them, } 
And according to thy 

ood pleaſure continue the} 
health of my body, the yſc 
of my ſenſcs & limbs, peace| 
with thee my God and| 
with all mcn as becom- 
meth mce, ſtill guided by 
thy Spirir,that I abuſenone 
ot thy blcffings , through 
14. ” cCorruptions, 

And whiile 1 lie herein 
this caithly pilgrimage, as 
a ſtrarger , vouchſafe me. 
with thy heauenly Spirit 
ro giuc mee a competent 
Portion to ſuſtaine me, and 
thoſe whom thou halt 
c6mitted vnto my charge, 
both in ſpiricuall and cor-| 
porall ſuſtinance, | 

Let not too heauic ten- 
tations oucz-pretie mc, let] 


| 


OS {OC 


not! 


| 


and Prayers. 


tyo much want., and too 
heauy croſſes ouer-affli& 
me, butlay ypon mee what 
thou wilt, and neuer take 
from me thy holy ſpirit, ſo 
ſhal I be ableto beare what 
ſocuer thou thinkeſt fir to 
be laid vpon me; for by the 
ſtrength of thy preuayling 
(pirit, I ſhall vadergo what 
thou in loue(as indeed it is) 
ſhalt lay vpon me. 

By promiſe thou'careſt 
for mc,and haſt willedmee 
ro caſt my care 'vpon thee, 
which I haue done cuer 
fince it pleaſed theeto re- 
ueale thy ſelte vato mee in 
thy beloved Son: and thou 
haſt not decciued me , for ] 
have euer found thee true, 
in performing whatſocuer 
thou haſt promiſcd,euen in 
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ſending that Comforter, 
who hath cuer affiſted mee 
in reuealing thySon,in who 
thy continual tauour I haue 
ever found molt certaine, 
ſecrer,& ſweet, ſo enabling 
meto ſpeake ynto thee, as 
when I hauc offended thee 
by my ſinnes,I have felt thc 
pardon of them in my con- 
ſcience by the blood of that 
Lambe, teſtified vnto mee 
by thy bleſſing and ſancti. 
tying Spirit, When I hauc 
been ficke,thou haſt healed 
me; I haue been in mortal 
danger, and thou haſt pre- 
ſerued me; Thauc had ene- 
mies, and thou haſt defen- 
ded mee and oftcn hauel 
been in diftreſfe and want, 
and thou haſt without my 
deſire or deſert plentifully 
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releeued mee : yea Lord, 


thou haſt given when and} 


what I haue not asked;thou 
cameſt and ſoughteſt mee 
firſt, Lord, I ſought not 
chee : thouaboue all ſhew- 
edſt thy ſelfe moſt louing 
vnto me, in ſending me thy 
heauenly ſpirit, without 
whoſe ayd I could neither 


aske nor receiue, I could 


neither ſeeke nor find com. 
tort; neither could I knock, 
or deſcrue to enter into thy 
fauour. By his preſence I 
haue felt the fulnes of joy 
and gladnefſe: And therc- 
fore as thou haſt graciouſly 
begun, Lord, fo continue 
thy grace in mee, and thy 
loue towards me always, 
!nallplaces,among al men, 
inall my labours, iournics, 
D 2 and 
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and lawfull and godly en- 
dceauors,for thou haſt com- 
maunded inee while I liue 
1eere, not to reſt idle, but 
ro bee doing that which is 


{ 200d. 


Thou haſt given mce a 
calling,wherin without thy 
bleſſing I may labour , and 
yet lacke; I may ayme by 
good intent, and yeterre, 
without the gracious dire 
ion of thy Spirit: I am ig- 
norant of, and dull to per- 
forme that which may bee 
cither well plcafing vnto 
thee, or truly profitableto 
my ſelf. But by the bleſſing 
of thy holy ſpirit, I ſhall 
pleaſe thee in Chriſt, who 
pleaſeth thee for mee; and 
then whatſocuer I thinke, 


ſ[pcak,or doe, {hall proſper, 
and 


— —————_—__ — 
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and yecld mee ſupply in all 
my wants both ſpiritual, 
and corporal,and that from 
day to day, which by thine 
owne promiſe ſhall be ſuth- 
cient for the day. 
O holy and hcauenly Fa- 
ther. hold me cucr inthine 
bedience.ſhelter me vnder 
he ſhaddow of thy prote- 
ting wings,ftop the whole 


courſe of ſinne in mee, and! 


continue thine holy ſpirit 
"uermorc in me,that he be. 
Ng my guide in all mine 
actions, I may: finiſh the 
courſe of this my pilgri- 
mage in all ſinccritic,fanQi- 
tie, and ſafctic, and inthe 
end obrain the glory which 
thySonne my Saviour bath 
purchaſed for mee by the 
ſhedding of his blood vpon 

D 3 the 
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the Croſſe; and that cuer- 
more whileI live, I may 
hunger and thirſt for righ» 
teouſneſſe, wntill 1 become 4 
perfett man in Chrift Teſus, 
that leauing this mortal! 
life, I may 1oyfully enter 
into that euerlaſting reſt, 
Amen, Amen in Chriſt my 
hope, my ſtrength, and my 
aſſured and faithfull Re- 
deemer. 

Lord euermore increaſe and 
confirme my faith , and 
continue that holy ſpirit 
in mee. 


eee 


eA motine tobeginthe day 
With Prayer. 


T is aduti? not ſo much re 
quired by God, for his owne 
ſake of vs, as neceſſary and 
pro- 
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profitable for our ſ{elues robe. 


gin the morning withThankſ- 
2ining and Prayer, The firſt, 
God requirecth of vs, as duc 
vnto him, for preſcruing vs, 
anigituing vs reſt, and fleepe, 
and ſafetic the night paſt, The 
ſecond, namely Prayer, moſt 
neceſſary for our ſclues: for 
wickout the helpe, fanour, po- 
wer, protection, and proui- 
dence of God, wee canexpe& 
no comfort,or (afetic, or good 
lucceſle the day following ; 
wherein doe lye hidden many 
dangers of our bodies, many 
bayts, allurements, and tenta- 
tions of Sathan, the world,and 
our owne corruption, for our 
ſoules,much weakneſlcand ig- 
norance in our {clues , to per- 
forme the works of our owne 
callings, beſides ill ſucceſſe in 
our labours without his ble(- 
ſing. And ſhall we think that 
God will giue a bleſsing to 
D 4 our 
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our labours,ſaferie to our per- 
ſons,or defence from theſe ſpi- 
rituill enemics, vnleflc were- 
commendour {{ lues to himin 
the name of his ſonne? No,no, 
we may not flattcr our ſ{clucs, 
that becauſe we are luſtic and 
ſtrong,our ſenſes good, & our 
wit and ynderſtandinrg quick, 
we may goc trom bed to buſi. 
nefſe, and walke in our owne 
waycs vatill the evening, ci 
ther forgetting or negleing 
God, who with-holding his 
help and hand, infinite are the 
dangers wee are ſubie& vnto, 
both ſpirituall and corporal!. 
Therefore looke vp,powre out 
thy prayers as a ſweet mor- 
ning ſacrifice to God in the 
yame of Chriſt ; and then goe 
on thy lawfvll occations and 
proſper. Andfor want of thine 
own abilitic to diſcoucr thine 
owne neceſſities, and tocraue 
Gogs bleſſings, and to _— 
ny 
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and Prayers, 


thy thankefulneſle , wiethe 
helpe of che labours of ſuch 
as haue framed prayer for this 
holy purpoie, Or this, how- 
ſocucr, weake prayer follow- 
ing, wherein thou may ſt finde 
comfort, and fo with inward 
toy thou mailt from day to 
day, the more cheercfully fol- 
low thy vocation. 


— w— 


A Prayer fit tobe vſed enery 
morning, 


O My God, my God, 
and my moſt louing 
Father, inthy beſt heloued 
Chriſt Icſus, I yeeld thee 
vnfained thankcs ,, for thy 
wonderfull mercics and 
vndeſerucd fauors, vouchs 
{ated vnto mceall my lite, 
and efpc cially tor eleRing, 

\ CICa- 


b — 


Meditations, 


creating , and redeeming 
mee, and for all other thine 
vnſpeakeable fauours from 
time to time beſtowed vp- 
on mce, touching my cor. 
porall comfort, which I 
neither can expreſle with 
tongue, nor Conceiue with 
my hcart. - Accept I hum- 
bly beſeech the merrits of 
thy Sonne, 2nd his obedi- 
cence inſtead of my thank. 
fulnefle : for I am corrupt, 
and finnefull, not worthy 
to take thy glorious Name 
into my mouth, nor to 
heare that ſacred Word 
from thine, I am dull in 
hearing thee ſpeake vnto 
mee,and {lower in praQtiſe 
of the good things thou 
commandeſt , but prone 
and apt to doethe contra- 
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and Prayers. 
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ric: Suchis my wretched 
condition, that what I 
ſhould doe in anſwer of 
thy will, I cannot doc it. 


ture; yet grieued in heart, 
thatT am thus yoked, that 


But what thou ftorbiddeſt, 
I cannot but doe it. 

A wretched creature, 
dearc Father, I am by na- 


when I would ſerue thee, 
I ftinde a law in my mem- 
bers rebelling againſt thy 
Spirituall working in mee, 
and am caſt downe in my | 
Spirit, finding ſo ſtrong an 
enemy in mine owne fleſh, 
that ſtill ighteth againſt 
thy Grace working in me, 
ſtriving ro hinder cuery 
good and holy motion a- 
riling of thy Spirit : $0 
that when I would doc 

good, 


a 
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| mecre infidclity), ſccmeth 


Meditations, 


good, euill is preſent with 
me : when I would pray, 
dulncfſe and drowlinefle, 
nay/(ro my ſhame O Lord 


ſo ro poſſelle my heart, 
that I cannot open my 
mouth vnto thee, 

Thou gincſt mec many 
occaſions, throvgh the in- 
finite tokens of thy loue, 
to mooOue Mce to thanke- 
tulneſle, and yetT reſt vn- 
thanketull , I fecle alfo in 
my feltc as many occafi- 
ons, threugh mine own« 
corruption and wants, to 
hiblc my ſelte before thee 
in prayer ; & yet Ireſt, of. 
ten-timcs altogether mute. 
and can neither pray , nor 
be ſufficiently. thanketull. 

The comforts, which 


mouy 


and Prayers, 


thou daylie and hourely 
vouchſatcſt mee, I recciue 
and cntoy : yet doe I not 
ſhew my ſelte, ſo forward 
:0 acknowledge thefe thy 
mcrcies, as Iam ready to 
reccive them. They are m- 
finite, my ſelfe not worthy 
theleaft of them: Ano ſuch 
is thy loue , and Fatherly 
proutdence oucr mee; that 
cuery day and cucry night, 
and cucrie minute in them, 
doe teſtibe vnto mce, that 
thou arr cuer my mightie 
God in cctcnding mee 
fromdangers.and my mc ſt 
/ouing Father 1n «&tinual- 
|'y ſupplying ol] my wants, 

Thou mayſt Lord ivſt- 
ly with- hold from mce 


ny food in the cay , and| 


my reſt iry the night, be- 


Caule 
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Meditations, 


to {erue thee, and in the 


thee, 

Thou canſt not but ob- 
ſerue, that I hauc not ſo 
thought and meditated of 
thy louing kindeneſle, and 
mine owne dangers this 
night, as to aftoord the 
leaſt breach of my {lcepe 


downe, I have flept my 
{lcepe, and by thy power 
riſen againe. O that mine 
vprifing from my fleepe, 
might through thy Grace, 
worke mine vpriſing from 
my fleepe in finne. 
Gracious God and full 
of loue, grant me thy loue, 
that I may render thce 
loue , which I confeſle de. 


cauſe in the day I negle&t | 


night I forget to call vpon| | 


ad; 


tothanke thee, I layde me[ | 


{( crueth | 


ad: 2 


1l.cructh not the name of 


{thine, though for thy loue 


— 


Rn 


{|mitics, which haue ouer- 
ſpread as thou knoweft, 


and Prayers. 


loue in compariſon of 


Il ſhould giue my body to 
be burned, yet ſuch isthy 
mercic, that thou accepteſt 
the leaſt mite of true obe- 
dience, as a great meaſure 
of my loue, ſo full of hu- 
mane and fpirituall infir- 


all-offending Adams iſſue. 
Holy Father,7 kwow thee, 
and whom thou haſt ſent, 
Teſus Chriſt , hee it is that 
hath taken away that hea- 
uie burden of my corrup- 
tion, by his moſt perfeR 
Righteouſneſſe , and the 
guilt and puniſhment of 
my tranſgrefſions, by his 
owne al-ſufficient ſuffe. 


rings : 


— 


64 | M edttations, 
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rings : Therctore, though 


[I be ſlack in thankfulneſie, | | 


for thy blcſhngs and fa- 
uours, formerly beſtowed 
vpon mee, Let mec cuen 
this mornirg, as Incwly 
enter into the light of rhe 
(day; ſo by thy Grice, 
erant Lord,that I may en- 
ter into; the light of new 
and finccre knowledge and 
obedience, 

Humbly praying thee, 
to bee vnto mee this day 
tollowing,.a God to pre- 


ſeruc, a Captaine to de-[| 


fend mce . a light to gvide 
me, anda Jouing Fathcrto 
relecue mes | 

Ler thy bleſſings bec 
plentitully powred vpon 
mee, Ict heauenly know 
ledge abound in ance , ler 


faith] 


I WEI be. Am —O 


et 
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| 


and Prayers. 
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fairh more and more in- 
creaſe and beſtrengthened 
in me,and the power of ſin 
and Satan more & more be 
weakened in mee, So ſhall 
mine obedience towards 
thee my God, more and 
more appearc in mee,and | 
then ſhall all that Irake in 
hand this day, and art all 
times proſper, which grant 
o00d Father in Icſus 
Chrittſake, Amen, 

Lord thereaſe my faith this 

day and ener. 


—__ 


— 


eA motine to prayer before «| 
man goes to bed, 
I” is commonly obſerned, 
that hee that forgets to giue 
God thankes, when hee be- 
ginnes the day, for the reſt 
and | 


Meditations, 


and (aftie in the night paſt, 
will not be well diſpoſed, to 
commend himſelfe to God, 


when hee goes torelt inthe| 


night; yer is the night th. 
moſt dangerous time, when 
darkenefſe ouer ſhadowes the 
houſe, wherein wee lleepe, 
and when our eyes arc ſhut 
vp by the drowſincſſe of our 


ſpirits ; what comfort can|{ 


there then appcare ? Though 
wee may lic downe in ſome 
artificialllight, weeare ſud- 
denly becloud.d with natu- 
rall darkeneſſe, wherein all 
that intend wicked and ſc- 
cret miſchicfes , are molt apt 
to attempt moſt dingerous 
plots vpon ſuch as arc ſecure 
without God : And Satan 
himſelfe findeth the darke- 
neſle of the night the fitteſt 
time to preſcnt vnto our wan- 
dring thoughts ſome cull! 
imaginations : our mindes, 


being 


” * % 
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and Prayers. 


being then at ſeeming quiet, 
free from extcrnall obieRs. 
And what that malignant eni- 
mic ſuggeſteth in darkeneſſe, 
the man, not hauing faith and 
the feare of God, longeth for 
the light, to put that cuill in 
praiſe, that Satan hathin 
the darke mooucd him vnto, 
Beſides, we ſee by dayly ex- 
| | perience, that many haue layd 
themſelues downe to reſt in 
the night , in ſeeming ſafty, 
that could not ſay with Da- 
wd,} roſe againe in ſaftie , for 
the Lord ſilained me,for ſome 
haue beene preu- nted by ſud. 
d:n death,ſom: by lickeneſle ; 
So that if the Lord ſuſlaine 
vsnot, it hee defend vs not, 
if hze watch not oucrvs, if 
his Angels garde vs not, 
eſpecially in the night ; wee 
cannot but be ſubic&, to ma- 
nic incuitable perils, And 
how can wee thinke to enioy 
quiet 


-— CI_— 


———— 


Meditations, 


quiet & reſt in fafty,it we calſſ}{, 
not ypon him, that 1s our kee. 
per and the 'giuer of reſt, ||. 
ſleepe and health? For where}, 
God ts nor in thc minde,therc 
are the thoughts wandring\}| 
vpon things oftcnl 
pleaſing ro $; 


moment , 
vnprepare 
wtetchedb 


and take there re; 
as man, and riſc vpto ivy 
Should reaſonable man ſo 
neerely reſcmble vnreaſon?- 
ble creatures ? who in ther 
kinde praiſc God ) and man 
to diſhonour him by vſurping 
the benefit of ret and fleepe, 
without acknowledgingthem | 
his 


tits 
lay « 
fore 
tie, | 


luſta 


——_—— 
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and Prayers, 


ns owne gifts? And how can 
he acknowledge them his gifts 
wirhout thankeſgining vato 
him for them , and prayer to 
him to enioy them ? 
Let noman be ſo ſtupid, ſot- 
tiſh, andbruitiſh, as to goc to 
ft without recommen-' 
lfe toGod, his bo. 
ze, and all that hee 
cor it is hee onely 
/racl, namely all 
n ; hce is cucr 
rhis, for he wener 
ſleeperh. To his 
idence,and prote- 
let vs recommend 
s, confcifing our fins, 
Erauing pardon n the m '- 
t1ts of his Sonoe ; fo ſhall we 
lay our ſclucs dovene in peace 
toreſt,and riſe 2gaine 1n ſafe. 
tic, for the Lord himſclfc wall 
luſtaine vs. 


Meditations, 


quiet & reſt in ſafty,it we cal 
not ypon him, that 1s our kee. 
per and the 'giuer of reſt, 
ſleepe and health? For where 
God ts not in thc minde,therc 
are the thoughts wandring 
vpon things offcnſine toGod, 
pleaſing ro Satan, hurtful! 
to our ſoules, and diſtcm. 
perivg the boy , which ina 
moment, may ſeperate the 
vnprepared ſoule from tic 
wtetched body. 

What and how diff. rs the 
ran, that lies downe to ſlcepe 
not calling vpon God, from 
brute creatures, which couct 
and take there reſt and fleepe 
as man,and riſc vpto tec? 

Should reaſonable man ſo 
neerely reſcmble vnreaſon?2- 
ble creatures ? (who in their 
kinde praiſe God ) and man 
to diſhonour him by vſurping 
the benefit of ret and ſleepe, 
without acknowledgingthem 


his| 


— 


and Prayers, 


his owne gifts ? And how can 
he acknow!ledge them his gifts 
without thankelgining vnto 
him forthem , and prayer to 
him to enioy them ? 

Let noman be ſo ſtupid, ſot- 
tiſh, andbruitiſh, as to goc to 


{his reſt without recommen-* 
ding himſclfe to God , his bo. 
dy, his ſoule, and all that hee 

| pol:{icth : for it is hee onely 
thar keepeth //r2cl,namely,all 
that feare him 3 hee is cucr 
watchfull ouer his, for he xeuer 
ſlumbreth nor ſleepeth, To his 
power,prondence,and prote- 
tion then let vs recommend 
our ſclues, confciting our fins, 
and Ccrauing pardon -n the m '- 
rits of his Sonac ; ſo ſhall we 
lay our ſclucs dovene in peace 
toreſt,and riſe 2gaine 1n ſafe. 
tic, for the Lord hunſclfe wall 
luſtaine vs. 


RI 


Meditations, 


 —_— 
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LA Prayer before « man gol |d 
to his nightly reſt. w 


O God. powerfull and] w 
iouing in Icſus Chriſt, || |m 
I thanke rheethat thou haſtſ|ro 
ſafely brought mce to theſF[kr 
end of this day, wherein 1} w. 
thankfully confefle I haue 
receiucd at thy moſt boun- 
tiful hands,through Chriſt, 
many cofortable bleſſings, 
not worthy of the leaſt ol 
them,but rarher of puniſh: 
ment for this dayes finnes, 
though committed in the 
lighr,yetarethcy theworks 
of darknes. Good Father|thy 
diſperſc & diſpcll the dark|Ric 
nct]e of my finning mindeFnig 
aSa miſt, and ſend mee ththy 


lig 
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and Prayers. 


light of thy ſauinggrace,to 
enlighten mee now in the 
darknes of the night,which 
wich thee 15 as the noone 
day,but rome it is fearcfull 
without thee : for that in it 
many dangers lye hidden, 
tro mcevnknowne , and if I 
knew them, vnable I am 
wichout thee, ro preuent 
the leaſtof them, But thou 
that haſt made the blacke 
cucning, haſt made alio the 
bright morning.and in both 
thou art a like watchfull 
ouer thoſe that are thine, 1 
doc therefore humbly re- 
commend my ſelfe , my 
| [oule, and my body into 
thy moſt powerfull prote- 
Ction, The darkneſle of the 
night doth as well declare 
w thy glory, as doth the _ 
reſt | 
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Meditations, | 


relt day. Though ro mee 
weake creature,thenight is 
moſt dangerous; but that 
thou art my light and my ſal. 
nation, what,or whom, there- 
fore meed I tofeavre? T hou art 
the ſtrength of my life, of 
whom,or of what, ſhould 1 bt 
*/ray4? Thouarttomeea 
(trong rocke,a houſe of fat 
tic inthe night ; for weake 
is rheſtrength of the ſtron- 
geſt materiall houſe, vnable 
to preuent the dangers, 
which thou permittcſt to 
befall many. But Lord, | 


cruſt not in houſes of clay, 


[ truſt in thee, my flrength, 
rothceI come for {uccour 
& detence this night; with- 
hold not thy helpeleſt I pe- 
rith in the darknefſe : I zruſt 
in thee, let my darknefle be 

Tur 


and Prayers. | 


eurned into light, and let 
thelight of thy ſauing con. 
renance cheere mce in this 
nights darkneſſe : for with- 

out thy fauor I live in dark- 

neſſe in the moſt cleare day 

light z and hauing thee my 

lizhr , the darkneſle of the 

night ſhall bze light vnto 

mcec. 

Lord abandon from my 
heart all vaholy thoughts 
thisnight, arld giue mee a 
watchtul heart,though my 
body fleepe, mineeycs ſhut 
vp, andallthy viſible crea- 
tures, all carnall obicRs bc 
taken from my fight, let the 
eyes of mine vnderſtanding 
be alwayes open,to behol! 
ro my comfort, thy brieht- 
neſſe and glory. The Hea- 
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_ declarethy glory,and 
; the 


o 
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Meditations, 


the Firmament ſhewerththe 
work of thine hands : theſe 
and all other thy creatures, |, 
ſhew thy greatnes, and the 
preſeruation of them,ſhew- 
eth thy goodnes; and mine 
owne continuall preſerua- 
tion, I cannot bur to my 
ſhame and condemnation. 
confeſle, to thy praiſc and 
elory. Giue me theretorc 
holy Father , a thankful 
heart, for thy mcrcies this 
day paſt , and a fearcfull 
heart to offend thee flee 
ping , by cuill and corrupt 
dreames ; or waking, by c- 
uill and vngodly thoughts, 
and vnholy imaginations : 
that ſleeping and waking, 
[ may feele the working cf 
thy Spirit, cither in holy 
Meditations , or faithfull 

Pray. 


and Prayers. 


ot. 


Prayers ; that euen as the 
day requireth mce not to 
bee idle, in well perfor: 
ming my lawfull labours, 
ſo I may net ſpende my 
night-wakings in idle fan- 
taſtes, but in holy thoughts. 
And let mee not beouer- 


w10 loſt his ſtrength, leaſt 
Sathan finding mee fo flee. 
ping, ſhould deprine me of 
my faithin thee, which is 
my ſtrength, rhe ſirength 
of my life : but that I may 


lo watch, as whether I 
| wake, I may wake to thee, 
'or whether I ſlcepe, I may 
({leepe in thee, Lord ,; let 
ne not flecepe in my lines; 
''er mee not carry the guil! 
'of my tran{grefſions. paſi 
_ my bed, but through 

E 2 the 


come as Samſon,with ſleep, | 


—_— 


_— 


Meditations, 


the mcrites of my Lord 
ind Sautour Chriſt Teſus, 
youchlafe mce pardon for 
| il my finnes, and be thou 
pleaſed ro bee reconci- 
led vnto mee , through 
his Blood : So will I lay 
mee downe to take my 
reſt, beſeeching thee ſoto 
watch ouer mee , that 1 
may relt in peace, andriſe 
1n peace: and Ict rhe words 
of my mouth, that I ſhall 
{verer this night, and > 4 
meditations of my heaſt, 
{bee acceptable ynto thee, 
O Lord my GoDp, my 
Strength, and my Redce- 
1mer. Amen, 

Lord ircreaſe my Faith 
this night, and confirme 
it in mee for enermore. 
| AMCH, 
| 4 


is. Mi. 
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and Prayers. 
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A moſt comforimble incourage- 
ment, to all poore and diftreſ- 
fed men, to vnaer goe whatſee- 

ae trouble, With patience , by 
the example of moſs holy men, 


fiutiion ; and may ſerne as 4 
generall motine ,to ſundry [te 
eral P rayers followin fe 


T Rouble comprehenderh 
all the miſeries that man 
endureth in this life , aduerſi- 
tie,enemies, ficknes pouertie, 
perſecution, and all kindes of 
affli&ions, and ſufferings, in- 
finite in number » grieuous In 
qualitte , andirk ſome to fleſh 
and blood, and befalleth on 
men diverſly , either for the 
puniſhment of ſinne palt , or 
for the preucnting of ſinneto 
come. God ſendeth afflition 


,,| 


that haxe been in preateſt f..| | 


E 3 dren, 


Rm — . IO OOO mn ane. 
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vpon his owne deareſt few 


Meditations, 


dren, to weine them from the 
loue of the vanities of the 
world, that they periſh not 
with the world : But vnto the 
wicked, as the beginning of 
their ſorrowes; and to terrific 
his own from committing like 
ſinnes by example of their pu- 
niſhments. 

Gods children are forewar- 
ned, that they muſt ſuffer : He 
that Will liue goaly in Chriſt, 
muſt ſuffer affiettion ; yet by 
promiſe , not abone their 
ſtrength: for God putteth to 
his hand, to make their bur- 
den light, with a promiſe alſo 
of future comfort; and though 
their troubles ſceme great 
and gricuous , faith in God 
waketh them more eaſie to 
them that ſuffer , then they 
conceiue that beholde them 
with carna'l eyes, Great in- 
deed are the troubles of the 
righteous,but God dcliuereth 


them 
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ther out of all. S9rrow (+ hea- 
nixeſſe may endure for a night, 
namely,during this life, bus soy 
commeth in the morning , after 
this death, and at the reſurre- 
aion of the dead, glory for c- 
nermore, 

Troubles are but for a mo- 
ment,and then commeth com. 
{ort ; therfore doe the children 
of God with 10y and patience 
vndergoe them : But contra- 
ry,the comfort of the wicked, 
15 here ſhort and m@mentany, 
but th. ir future miſery willbe 
perp-tuall. 

The patient ſuffering of the 
children of God, 1s a manifeſt 
token of the righteous indge. 
ment of God, as Saint Paul 
ſaith totheT hef.u/or2ans whoſe 
piticnt ſuffering he commen- 
ded, imputing it a glory vnto 
them, that they were accoun» 
ted worthy of the kingdome 
of God, for which they ſuffe- 


E 4 __rcd. 
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,M editations, 


red. Ware ir appcareth, 

that euery ſuffering , cuen of 
the godly,is not glorious ſuch 
as befall them for their tranſ- 

greſſ1ons. Bur if we liue godly 
in Chriſt, and forthat {uffer 
trouble, Wee 11:2 y comfort our 
ſclues,and beare it with pat1- 
ence \by whom, or howſocuer 
we arc affli&ed: for we may 


| be aflurcd, that God in his [u. 


' fliee, Will recompence tribulation, 
to them that wrong fully troible 
| 95; ard to vs that arc Wrong - 


| fully troubled , reſt and peace an 


the end. 

Butaffli&ion befalts Gods 
children oftentimes, for (ce. 
ming other cauſes , "then for 
righteouſn:lc ſake ; as when 
the wicked miſ.conceiue of 
their actions, & tudge {them 
as wicked oers, without iuſt 
cauſ ,a5 did obs friends, 2CCUu- 


| (ing himof hypocriſic; and as 


Shimes , rayling vpon Darzd'; 
the 


————— ___., __ 
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and Prayers. 


the wicked ludges , falſly ac- 
culing S«ſa77a : thoughit pro- 
ceeded not from theſe wicked 
men,as of malice againſt them 
for that they were godly , but 
inſtigated by the malice of} |, 
Sathan,to abuſe them, becauſc 
he ſaw their integrity, andho- 
ly conuerſation towardsGod, 
therefore made hee them his 
inſtruments to afflit them : 
which trouble of theirs, may 
be alſo ſayd to be for Chriſtes! 
ſake, foraſmuch as Sathan did 
what hee could to ſhake their 
faith in God,& ſo to fall from 
their holy conucrſation, And 
thus worketh hee againſt the| 
deareſt children of God at this: 
day- 

Sat han cannot endure with 
paticnce,any that liveth inthe| 
tincteare of Ged, to paſle in] 
'o holy a conuerſation, but 
that he will endeauour to ble- 
miſh them,ar.leaſt, ſeeking all 
E5 poſ-j 


Meditations, 


poſsible meanes by affli&ting 
them, to make them doubt, 
whether, by Gods permitting 
the wicked to affti& them, 
they ſtand inthe fauor of God, 
or no;thar if it were poſsible, 
he might draw them from their 
obedience toGod, and thcir 
depcniance vpon 'his progy- 
dence, and. to ſecke ſome in1. 
{ter, or vngodly means to tree 
them(clucs. 

He ſaw that 7a ſcrued of 
truly,& thatGod was his con. 
tinuall proteor and refuge ; 
therfore did he maligne /cb,& 


tryed his vttermoſt infernall 


{truſt God: he flew his | 


and others to-rob him of his 


perſon loathſome diſcaſles , he 
drew vpon him extreame po- 
uertie : when none of theſe 
could withdraw him from his 

| faith 


ſtratzgems, tocauſe himto di. | þ 


ll 


goods, hce brought vpon his | | 


children, he raiſcd the Sabeans, : 


» 
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| faith in God, hee cauſed his 


own wite to be an inſtrument 
of deepelt malice againſt him. 
What greater aftii&ion could 
betall a mortall man? yer in 
all this was not /ob ynfaithful, 
but depenied ſtill on God, 
knowing , thit though God 
was pleaſed to permit Sathan 
tagpniſh him in this ſo ſtrage 
: qpoer, God had his ende 
thee for bs good, contra- 
ry to Sathans purpoſe : for 
where Sathans ayme and end 
was, tohaue confounded /ob 
body and ſoule;God,notwith- 
ſtanding Sathans malice , tur- 
ned Jobs miſcries , into vn- 
ſpeakable comfort heere, and 
future cternall ſaluation, and 
cauſed his ſtory to be written, 
for our imitation of Jobs con- 
{tancy and patience, 

Heere is matter of com- 
f5rt for all Gols affli&edchil- 
dren, in what manner ſocuer 

they 


— ——— — — 


CO CES 


[der, vpbrayding, rayling on 


Meditations, 


they be afflicted, for this holy 
man /7ob ſuffered all kindes 
of tryals, loſic of goods,fick- 
nefle of bodie. pouerty, flan. 


of his owne wite; ard what 
not? By wh'ch we may learne 
that Satan is $kilfull 1n the 
art of aftliRing, if one kinde 
w1ll not ſ{crue, hee hath a ſe- 
cond, a third, and infinite : 


yet can hee doe no more then 
God permits him , who ac- 
cording to his promiſe, giues 
to the faithfull a comforta- 
ble flue, in all their tenta- 
e10ns, 

It is the cognizance of 
Gods C hildren,to ſcenic moſt 
abict in the world, andſo 
they are tothe world , tofſed 
hither and thither , with the 
termpeſtuous wauecs of diuers 
tribulations. 

Daxid a man choſen after 
Gods owne heart, how was 


hc 
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p 


he vextd on all ſides, inward | 


andoutward ? bot! beforche| 
came to the Crowne by Sax 
and his malicious and vn» 
gadly rctinue; as alſo after, 
by forraigne «nemics, the 
Phi:iſtims , the eMoabrtes, 
the Edomites , the Amonues, 
the Amalekites , and others; ' 
by his owne ſubic Rs,by them ; 
of rs owne houſe : as by 
Achitophcll, his owne priuie 
Counſcller,and by Abſo/onhis 
naturall , or rather , vnnatu-' 


A 
a. 


|rallſonne. In all whichtrou- 
! bles,he faintednor, but reſted 
( [t11l in hope , net ſeckingre- 
Jucnge of his enemies ; but 
onely craued ayde of God, 
who n-uer fayled him, nor. 

q fo:ſooke him, God neuer for-; 
J [akethhis , though for atime, 
hee ſuffer them toraſte alittle, 
(mart, that their deliuery may, 
be the more ſweete, | 
None of the deareſt Chil-| 
dren 


pn ES 
— 


| 
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— — 


dren of God, haue lined and 
died free from one tryall, or 
trouble or another , onely by 
Satans malice, yet to their 
owne good. Hee begannc 


firſt with innocent Abe/!,cau-!} 


ſing curſed Kayne to kill him, 
for the ſincere worſhip of the 


living God, Faithfull Abra-|| 
ham was .not free from tryals|| 


and affli&tions, from dcub. 
tirgs and fearcs. Hee was| 
commanded of GOD to offer| 
his Sonne T1ſach in Sacrifice, Þ 


in whoſe ſced the blcſ(sing|ſ| 
| was promiſed ( a hcauie ten-| 


tation,) being afraide of his|f 
life for his wives ſake, was 
driven to faire an vntreth, 
both to Pharaoh in Egipt, and 
to Abmmilech in Ceram; heel 
had trouble by Lot his bro-f 
ther : he had gricte for the de. 
ſtrution of Sodom, and many 
other troubles Lefcll that ho- 
ly man. 

[agtit 
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/zathe for feare to bee 
ſlaine for Rebckeah his wife, 
expoſed her chaſtetie to the 
will of a Heathen king : Hee 
was affliged by the Phets- 
firmes, heewas crofled in his 
deſire of preterring Eſan be- 
tore [aakob z And thereat (tri. 
ken with great feare to ob. 
ſcrue the prouidence of God, 
ſo to preuent his will : /aakob 
was inforced to file out of 
his owne Country and from 
his friends, and to bee a ſcr- 
vant ina ſtrange Land, -for 
care of the wrath of Eſau 
his brother; he was deceined 
by Laban his vnkle , and h1- 
ted of his necrelt kin{men 
Labans ſonnes : he was infor- 
cd to flie from them, and 
was purſu:d, and threatned 
by Laban, whoſe purpoſe was 
to doe him violence, bur 
G O D, the Protetor of his, 


preuented him, Hce was 10- | 
coun- | 


— ————— 
—— 
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| countred by a man in the 
night ( the Angell of God) 
| who wreſtling with him all 


thigh and in great feare and 
pcrplexity , w-th his wines, 
| his children, and his droucs 
| towards his offended brother 
| Eſau , Who came againſt him 


| With foure hundred mon. Heel] 
| was miſcrably rormented for || 
the lofſe of Joſeph his deareſt|| 
ſorne , whom hce thought to{|if 
be murdered: He was much 


and greeuouſly perplexed, at 
his ſonnes niurdering his 
neighbour Sc herautes. 

Toſe;zb was ſold by his bre. 
thercn, for a fſlaue into a 
barbarous :nd prophane Na- 
tion ; he was faiſly accuſcd, & 
wrongfully impriſoned. Yet 


'God turn«td allto worke to. 


| 


gether for his gaod, as he Coth 
CUCNj 


the night , ſhooke him feare-| | 
fully, and lamed.him : hee] | 
marcked on with paine of his| | 
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exenat this day forhis. 

How many tryals, croſles,| 
troubles and affiictions, had. 
that moſt meekeſt man HMe- 


ſes ? He was like to be ſlaine; 
| | by the Angell of God in the: 


Inne, for not circumcifing 


{| his ſonne,, whom Zipporab 
Chis wife withſtood, and at | 
E | laſt circumciſed him her ſc1f, 


and calt the foreskinne of her | 
ſorne, at Moſes feete; ; ſaying, 


Wl M ant 61 deed a bloudy y Gnj-| 


16.414 ViIO WEE A |! 184ulc rens 


J tation, that ſhee that lay inhis | 
1\ jpoſoms , ſhould {o vpbrayde 


lum, eſpecially tor executing 
the ſtrit command of God : 

Belides this, how was hee! 
troubled by the peoples Ido- 
latry, murwuring, and rebel. 
lion? Being threatned, and' 
in feare to bee ſtoned of the 
pcople + And many other | 

Crolies hadhc, 

Not one of Chriſts Apo-'! 
ftles, | 
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Meditations, 


{tles, or fairhfull Fathers of 
the Primitiu: Church, nonot 
Chriſt himfelfe hath eſcaped|[ Yi 
the troubles of tnis morcall|f 
life, and ſhall wee, (vre'e wee} 
is deareſt children ) thinke, [I a 
or deſire to eſcape it, (ith 1t 1] 1 
our honour to ſuffer with, a'y! 
for Chriſt ? 

The Scriptures the: 
beſides authenrike 


Gods Childrcn 
eu-r moſt aftiicte 


Wholocuer the 
ſtraytcd with any tro 
prefied with :ny aftlic 
Let them make vic of the 
amples of Gods dealing with, 
and his mercies ſhewed to. 
wards , our formcr affi1Re 
faithfull Fathers. For hee 1! 
the ſame God {till , hee hat 


the ſame power,the ſame pre 
uence 


———— 


— 
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rs of| ${|uidence, the ſame loue, and 
not] F| the ſame Fatherly care of the 
zpcd| I that truſt inhim, as our faith- 
xcalll © full forefathers did; and were 
wee deliuered. And the memori- 
nke, | all of their faith andpatience, 
it is] is recorded by former holy 
\ a mn29.,a5 by Hoſes, by | 


1 hoped, and 
Trcd, and rclecued, 
Dau'd that worthy King of 
:d ro /72e/, penned tothe prayſe 
f1RedFand glory of God, for our 1n- 
hee 1 ſtru&1on and comfort,ſundry 
>c batl} moſt ſweet and comfortable 
1e prof Via.mes, inthsz middeſt of his 


he 
with, 
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{tles, or fairhfull Fathers of | F: 
the Primitiuc Church, nonot] Ft 
Chriſt himſclfe hath eſcaped] Ft 
the troubles of this morcall} © f 
C 
a 


life, and ſhall wee, (vere wee 


Is deareſt children ) thinke, | 
or defire to eſcape it, (ith 1t ls] J 1: 
our honour to ſuffer with, and} n 
for Chriſt ? [ 7 
The Scriptures PO—_ C 
beſides authentike Hiſtoricsll te 


2bound with witneſſes, thatlff hi 
Gods Childrcn have beenefff or 
eu-r moſt afflicted, and that w 
God yet n.uer fayleth thew,| 0t 
nor finally forſaketh them. || w; 

Wholocuer therefore , 1 lil 
ſtraytcd with any troubles,orfff on 
prefied with zny affliions:} ot! 
Let them make vic of the cx w; 
amplcs of Gods dealing with . 
and his mercies ſhewed ro //+: 
wards , our former aff!1&cdF anc 
faithfull Fathers. For hee 1Y tt, 
the ſame God ſtill, hee hati mo 
the ſame power,the ſame prof 
u1lcence 
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uidence, the ſamic loue, and 
| the ſame Fatherly care of the 
that truſt inhim, as our faith- 


| deliucred. And the memori- 


wee 
nke, | all of their faith andpatience, 
it is|}} is recorded by former holy 
, aud, | men of Ged,as by «Moſes, by | 
lf Dauid, by the Prophets , vy} 
lues, | Chriſt and his Apoſtles , to 
orics ||} teach vs, to imitate them in 
that} holy obedience , euen vs yp- 
zeene if} on whom the ends of the 
] that world arc come, that through 
them,| our like paticnce and faith, 
m. wce might haue hop: to bee 
e, v8 likewiſe caſed of our affl;Ri- 
1cs,orÞf ons and troubles, as theſe and 
1005: other holy men hoped, and 
he cx} were deliuercd, and relecued, 
with Dad that worthy King of 
cd rofl /r2el, penned tothe prayſe 
f.1AegQF and glory of God, for our 1n- 
hec 1 ſtru&1on and comfort, ſundry 
ec karl molt ſweet and comfortable 


Via.mes, inthz middeſt of his 
______ greateſt| 
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greateſt troubles , ſhewing| 
the force of his faithto beef | 
ſtrong , and his hope ſo afſu. 
red, depending vpon Godz| 
power, promifes and prout. 
| dence, as he deemed himſelfe, 
' even then delinered, when hell 
| wasyctin greateſt perill, 

| Such was the firme and 
' conſtant hope of holy Daxia, 
; that in all: his troubles, ſick. 
| nefle of the budy , dar:ger ol. 


| enemies, yea , when hi 
; Crowne was like to be taker 


, 
e, not limiting the holy on 
| of 7ſrael , hee wayted God 
| lealure, and was dcliuered: 
| reaching vs to attend God: 

appointed time without 
| grudging at our troubles, 

There 1s no danger {ogreat 

| notentation ſo ſtrong, out of 

| which God is not ablc to de 

| lucr his. For example , was 

r0t 
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$ not Daxet ina deſperatc dan. 
ger, being caſt into the hun. 
- (gry Lyons Denne? Did hee 
God p<riſbthere? The three chil. 
dren in the {eucnfold hot Fur- 
nac-, were they conſumed? 
f Did not the powerfull and 
Wpreuayling handof God, the+ 
gangeilot his preſence, mira- 
gculouſly preſcr1ue them in his 
wercie ? And did he not con- 
{found the miniſters of their 
. intended torments in his 
Wluſtice? 

Why then ſhall faithful! 
men feare or be affrayd at the 
1alice, and furious threates 
of whatſocucr roaring Ty- 
ant ? Gol hath power oner 
heir hearts and hands, And 
herefore ſayth Dand , full 
pf faith, 1 well ner feare What 
an can dos ynto mit, for it u 
We Lord that makcth mee to 
| Iwcll in ſaftre. 

Whar, if then 1 bee ficke 


with 


mm 
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with Hexekiah hee can apply] 
the ſweete and (alutary figs 
of his fauour to healc mee, or 
will affoord mee the patience|} 
to beare it , or which is beſt} 
of all, a ſpzcdie difſoiution,tof 
reſt with him. | 

If poverty aſſaile mee, 
ſhould I grudge, and repine 
at the wealt!1 and proſperitie| 
| of others, eucn as holy Dai 
 himſclfe once ſeemed ro doe, 
ſeeing himſclfte in neceſsity] 
and the wicked to proſper!] 
This he did in his haſte , but| 
vpon more holy deliberatton, 
and conſultation with the 
Word of God, lie <id 2acknow- 
ledge it goud for him o to 
vee humbled; knowing that 
God forgetteth not the poore 
that call ypon him, though he 
ſupplic not cur neceſsitics in 
abundance, yet he ncuer wil 
faile to prouide for vs , that 
we pcrith not, 


pply| 
' figs 
'e, Ot 
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Hee may ſuffer vs to want 
ſome ſuperfluous things of 
this world, that the wealthy 
haue : but inſtead thereof, hee 
will giue vs better things that 
the wealthy want, Though 
La7aru was poore & naked, 
hungry and full of ſorcs here, 
loathſome to the eye of men; 
and the rich man gloriouſly 
robed, his belly full, his body 
tree from ſpote or wrinkle, 
which of theſe was the happi- 


| c{t 2 Man cou'd not iudge,but 


their ends declared, which of 
them had the beſt portion, the 
vilcit of them in mans ſight, 
was molt glorious in Gods, 
and contrary, 

Man often faylethin iudge- 
ment,of mens happaneſle , be- 
cauſe hee ſceth onely the caſe, 
and ſceth not the lewell with- 
init ; hee diſcernethonely the 
outward habit, but not the in- 
ward hcart,and therefore kno- 
wcth 


\ 
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weth not what end any man 
ſhall make: for wiatſocuer the 
outward ſhew bee of a happy 
man, belecue it not, till thou|| 
ſce hisend. 

W hat a miſerable man wai| | 
Io on the dnnghill? and what| | 
at ynhappy man was foſeph in| | 
priſon ? what ends th- L ord|f 
made with them both , is ma- 
niteſt. 

W hat a happy man was Na- 
buckadnezzar m his glorious 
palace? and what a glorious 
Monarch was Baiteſhaſher || 
who feaſted one thouſand of|Þ 
his Vaſſall Princes at once?|| 
What a worthy,wiſe,and glo-/þ 
rious King was Hcrea,the (on! | 
of Ariftobxlus , ſurnamed A-l} 
grippa , ſitting in his royall 
robes, 1n his reyail th:one , at|f 
whoſe Oration , the peoplc|}i 
ſhowred, crying , T he voyce of 
God, end not of a man? Looke 
within a while vpon the firſt, 

a 
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and thou ſhalt ſee him grazing 
with the wild beafts of the fo- 
reſt. Looke vpon the ſetond, 
& thou ſhalt ſuddenly ſce him 
pcriſh in his drunkennefſc:and 
beholdthe third, and thon ſhalt 
leehim, iinediat'y vpon his 
Deified Oration, tobe deuon 
red with the vermine of his 
owne bowels, 

The eſtates of theſe kindes 
of men, ſcene wirh the cyes of 
4 carnall man, are cenſured as 
they ſeeme : but theſe,and in- 
finite other examples , prooue' 


__— 


men of the world, are not al! 


210uS With ut. iQ. 92C no! ther 
fore the ends of men by their 
outward appearance: for thc 
molt woke # v beginnings of 
men not fcarins God'; come 
ofccn to fearcftull endes. To 
prooue further by Riftorics 
wceenced not, wee haue feenc 


that the mightte and the wiſe| 


elorious within , though POr- [| 


[: it 
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it with our eyes, | 
But as touching the chil. | 
dren of God,they for the moſt| | 
part ſcembaſle; and ſuch asare| | 
leemly to the outward appea-| |? 
rance,haue yet humble ſpirits,| | 
ſeeming not the wiſeſt in th: 
world, becauſc they are in| | 
wardly ſo innocent and harm. | þ 
lefle, as they can ſhewno car-|| 
nall policies, as doc the wiſc||} 
of the world: but the baſcſt|IÞ 
and ſceming vileſt of Gods||] 
children, that want plentic of || 
food for their bodies, or com- || 
petent clothes to couer their 
nakedneſle, arc yet, through 
fairh, the fearc of God, and 
humbleneſle of heart,accepted 
of God. And although it be | 
obſcrued, that at their deaths | 
there be no pompous funerall | 
Obſcquics, yet dying th:|} 
Saints of God, they haue the| 
Angels of God attending the, | 
who conucy that part wh-cbl 
the 
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the world ſeeti nor, into; hea- 
uenly Paradiſc,as they didth: 
ſoule of LaJarxs , and leauec 
that ſceming bale part tothe 
world, in as meane a manner 
to be diſpoſed to the earth, 

If yet the vngodly poore 


ſhould pretend intereſt 1n the | 


loue and promiſes of God,and 
of his good creatures;becauſe 
Danid (aicth, There wa God 
that careth for the poore, they 
decciue themſeclues : for there 
1s nopromiſc,but to the poore 
fearing God , and that endea- 
uour to liuc by their lawfull 
labours : for no wilfully idle 
poor man can expect any pro- | 
miſled comfort trom God, but 
the godly who arc made poore 
by Gods prouidence, to draw 
them to himlclfe through af- 
fiction, 

God tryeth all his children, 
poore 21:4 rict, not after one 
andth: (ume manner,but ſom: 
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by enemies, as he did' Damid; 
{ome by ſicknefle , 2s hee did 
Hexthiah; (ore by 1mpriſon- 
ment, as he did 7oſeph ; (ome 
with poucrtic and pcnurie,as 
nc did L-zaras; ſome by loſlc 
of children and goods , as kee 
did Ie : yet hee hath his time 


- $3gaine toreleaſe them, as hee 


rayſcd Danid to the Crowne 
of 7ſrael, as hee healed Heze- 
tab, and gaue him longer 


{life, from the priſon hee made 


/eſeph a Prince; hee gauc 1# 
abundance - of wealth , and 
tooke Laterus from his mi- 
(cry in'o0 eAbrahims bolome, 
W h-n then that hath any 
faith or fecling of theſe moit 
wortny examples of Gods 
bumbling his Chrildrcn, and 
againe rayling them vp, will 
faint or feare, whatſocucr be- 


— c— 


fall them in this life? Werel | 
ſh- p:rſccurcd, as Elieb by fe- 
{zebel, viho had no vilible 


AM. 


helpes, | | 


oT 
na 


* > 
bong” THEE! 


| [againſt him with foure hun- 


—_—— 


aud Prayers. 


helpes, but a filly boy atren- 
dinghim ; did not God ſend 
an hoſt: of heavenly Angels. 


Angels miniſtring Spirits, 
{ll ready to incampe about 
his: ſuch is his care and 
watchfulneſle, his-power and 
als prou'dence, thatno Sax 
hall preuatle-*gainft his cho- 
'n Dand, though hee were a 
wghtic King with his ar- 
Ti&s againtt that one ſingle 
man he coaldnet hurt him:to 


ror his defence ?2 God hath his | 


Senicchercs with. his mighty 
Holt, could not have his will 
2gainit fairhfull Hezckzeb. 
\nd therfore ſayth; David full 
of aſſurance, If an Hoſt pit-}' 
ched againſt me, my beart ſhould 
not bee aff rayd. 0 Tackob was 
notd:{mayde at Eſaus coming 


dredmen , becauſe hee new 
that God was with hirv, * 


But admit that an Herade | | 
i haue| | | 


ION 


Meditations, 


haue power permitred him 
of God, to take away Joby 
Bapriſts head, and to kill 
Iames with the ſword , ſhall 
we deemc it a hurt vntothem, 
in furthering and haſtening 
their dcliucry;; from miſery, 
to: their future gloric with 
Chriſt ? 

Whatſocuer the enemies 
of God- praiſe againſt the 
faitbfull Children of G O D, 
by perſecuting them, as they 
did by whipping Pax, by 
impriſoning Peter, by (toning 
Steuen : Doe they not make 
theſe the more glorious in 
cheir | patient ſuffering for| * 
Chriſt, who hath prouided for | | 
them a Citi®, a Kingcome, a| | 
Crowne ? What loſe then 
theſe ſecrning miſerable men, 
when for their momcnitanie] | 
ſufferings, they ſhall receiue a | 
perpetuall reward ? | 


Gods faithful Chrildren,||þ 


the by 


——— 


him 

[ ob 

kill 
ſha!l 
em, 
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with 
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and Prayers. 


— 


the more th:y are perſecuted 
and afflited, the more they 
flonriſh in well doing, and 
the more they ſuffer, the more 
faithfull, ſtrong,and conſtant 
they grow ; And the more 
miſerics they indure, fo much 
th: more take they ho'!d of 
Gods power providence and 
promiſes, who hath afſured 
them , that hee W1ll newer faile 
thew , nor ſorſake them : But 
whatſocuer, by whomſocuer, 
and in what manner ſocuer, 
they (uffer, all ſhall worke to- 
gether for their future eter. 
nall happineſſe, 


A generall Prayer, in what- 
with « confe(s19n, that 
ſanne is the cauſe of 


them, | 


cic, and abundant in 


ſocuer troubles & afflidtions, | 


Father, full of mer-} 


F 4 lo- 


_— le 
— OC 


| 04 Mcditations, 


—_ 


*....--..[£25; SOI SF 
| louing kindneſle, in Ictus 
Chriſt thy bcſt beloved : 
thou haſt ener a moit Fa. 
therly care of thy Chil. 
| dren ,*thoughthou permit 
| them often times to vnder- 
| 'goe heanie affiiftions in 
| this preſent lite; by reaſon 
| of which their greeuous 
'troubles, they are com- 
monly cenſured of the 
world : to bee euill doers, 
and ro bee caſt out of rhy 
rac, as was thy dearc 
feruant 78h. And ſuch as 
euer proſper and fall into 
no mi.fortuncs, nor trou- 
bles like other men, to bee 
moſt beloued of thee, 
which often caifeth thy 
dearcſt Children to doubt 
of thy love. Bur Lord, I 
know thee to be a Father, 


whoſe! 


i - a Þ5 I—_—_—_ Aw od. i 


and Prayers: 


Oe. 


whoſe propcrtic is to cor-| 


ret thoſe whom thou lo- 
neſt beſt, rokeepe them vn- 
der thine obedience, who 
cl{e by reaſon of their ori- 
oinall corruption , the 
worlds yanitics,and Satans 
malice might bce caſfily 
drawne to rebell againſt 
thee, 

I account it therefore 
gracious Father, an cſpe- 
ciall roken of thy fauour 
andloue towards me, that 
thouin ſo gentle a manner, | 
doſt remcmber me, and ſo 
fauourably to corre me z 
for I cannot but acknow- 
ledge Lord, and confelle 
apgainit my ſelfe, that my 
hcatt Within mecis fo fil- 
thy;,my minde fopol}uted, 
and my-1ill and affections 


F 5 l0| 


_— _. 


me 


tn. BM. Ati. 


Meditations, 


ſo inteted withtinne, that 
if thou ſhouldeſt ſeeme to 
winke at,and paſlc by mine 
infinite tranſgreſſions, and 
not in ſome meaſureto af- 
fit me, I could not but ac- 
cording to mine owne cor- 
rupt condition , but runne 
into and commit more and 
more heinous ſinnes, then 
hetherunto I haue done; 
which, already are more 
then ſufficient, to caſt mee 
cleane out of thy fauour ; 
and conſequently leaue me 
ro mince owne vnruly will, 
which euermore hungreth 
and thirſteth after things 
molt offenſiue vnto thee, 
I doe confeſle, O Lord, 
that pleaſure andcaſe, and 
fulneſle of all carnall de- 
lights, are moſt ſweet vn- 


I CE EE” 


| | 


and Prayers, 


to my carnall minde, bur 
much offenſtue to thy 
noſt holy will. The things 
chat I ſhould doe I cannor 
doe : butthe things that I 
ſhould not doe, they are 
my chiefe delight, Loue 
what I ſhould toathe, and 
ldathe that which is life 
vnaro my ſoule, whereby 1 
heape vpon mee dayly, a 
molt tmportable burden of 
thy wrath 3 And were it 
not. that thou doſt: viſite 
me with theſe thy Fatherly 
corrections, I could not 
bur mecrely forget, that 


leſus Chriff came and ſut- 
tered ro ſauc mee, or that 
there were a Holy Ghoſt 
ſeat ro: comfort 1ne, And 


therefore, good Fatherlay 
ypon 


| 


euer thou createſt me, that 


_— —_— —_ 


Meditations, 


vpon me, here what trou- 
bles or affliftions thou in 
thy wiſdomethinkeſt fit to 
|reclaime me from my cu1ll 
wayes : and yct as thou 
knowelſt to an cbcuiatc 
heart, afflitions, though 
they bee ſharpe and gree- 
vous, yer they profit nor 
without thouwith thy cor 


| rcCtions, adde the molity- 


ing playſter of thy Spirit, 
to 'make my hcart applia- 
ble to thy working hand. 
Thou ſaydeſt vnto Pant, 
having carnall motions, 
that thy Spirit was ſuffici- 
ent tro ſuſtaine him. O let 
thy Spirit poſſcſſe me,then 
thall my ſtubborne heart 
relcnt, then ſhall my per 
uers will in ſome meaſure 
framc it felfe tothy Will; | 
then 


and Prayers. 


then ſhall my corruptmind 
now wandring after yn- 
holy things be reclaymed, 


and onely ſecke thee " 


che things more pleaſing 
vnto thee. 

The Fathers of our flcſh 
haue beene carcfull of our 
corporall preſeruation,and 


hauc in loue corrected vs, 
for our childiſh faults. | 
And ſhall Irhinke, that it 
behooucth me not to fub- 
ic my fſeltcrorhy loung | 
care of the preſcruation 
of my foule, who ſeeing, 
20t onely the faults of my 
weake youth , but the 
orofſe ſinnes of my ripeſt 
9c, that ſhould repine, 
at thy louing chaſtile- 
ments, which thou ſo ta- 
uourably infl,Qeſt ypon 
me, 


CA Is ey —— _——— 
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HHedIaniens, 


me, not to confound mee, 
but to conforme mee to 
thine obedience. Andther- 
fore, Father, as thou well 
obſcrueſt my finnes, which 
cithcr I neglect to call to 
minde, or which I cannot 
but remember ; ſo confi- 
der what correQion is fit 
for my reformation, for] 
am thine, and vndcrthine 
owne hand : doe with mee 
what it ſhall pleaſe thee, 
onely ſtrengthen my faith, 
that whatſocuer thou Jay- 
cſt vpon mee, I may ſtill 
truſt in thee, 

Yet Lord let not thy 
corrections be ouerſharpe, 
or ouecr heauie,, or over- 
long for mee to beare, for 
I am weake, And there- 
foreas thou increaſeſt thy 

cOr- 


ee —_ uw 


—_— 
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and Prayers, 


correions, 10 increaſemy 


ſtrength to beare them. | 


And as my linnes by thy 
Grace ſhall diminiſh; ſo 
Lord, with-draw & with- 
hold thy correRing hand : 
that in what meaſure ſo- 
euer my troubles and try- 
alls bee, my faith may bee 
ſo confirmed, as I may bee 
able to beare whatſocuer 
thou ſhalt be pleaſed to lay 
vpon me, 

Hetherunto good Fa- 
ther,as I haue felt thy cor- 
regting rod, ſoalſo Ihaue 
found thy ſupporting 


/[hand : thou woundeſt, and 
[rhou healeſt , nay rather 


Lord, thou cureſt the 
wounds which my ſcltc 
haue made, for there is no 


ſharper ſword to my ſoule, 
then 


Ame ith, 


—_—— 


| bo Meadttations, 


thy chaſtiſements do abate 
the edge thereof, 
As thou knoweſt my ſins 
| Lord, fo thou knoweſt my 
troubles. I am indanger, 
| dcliuer me;I am in want,re- 
licue mee ; I hauc encmics, 
detend mee. In thee I truſt; 
for there is none belides 
thee,whom I may truſt, 
Thou art that mighty 7e- 
hoxah,that omnipotcut Goa 
of Heſtes, who haſt infinitc 
mcanes to helpe, relecue, 
comtort, and defend thoſe 
thar are thinc, though they 


{ bee beſet with a thouſanc 


miſerics, with ſicknes, with 
pouerrtic, with 'cncmies, 


{ with ſlaunder, backbiting, | 
enuy , malice , firife. of] 
tongues, umprilonment,anc | 


with 


_w— 


then mine owne lanne, and 
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8 ana Prayers, 


with what clſe ſocuer mile. 
[ry that Sathan can deuiſe 
againſt them, thou haſt yet! 
mote infinite meanes to de- 
liver them out of all. And 
therfore Fathcr, if al[trou- 
bles, croſles, trialls and cal- 
lamities ſhould mecte and 
combine in one againſt me, 
I ſhall nor( afſifted by thy) 
grace) be ouermuch moa- 
ned or diſmayd. 

Though trouble and af- 


f:0.on bling ſorrow , and 
orrow,heauincs for atime, 


yet is my heart reſtored a- 
gaine at I:ngth, as It were 
t9 lite againe by thy grace: 

nay, Lord, I often find ioy 
inthy fauour, cucn in the 
midſt of miſery: for as thou 
Lord , continueſt not long 
in thine anger; ſo is not my 


heart 


Int 
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Mead rtation c, 


h-arr in continuall heaui- 
neſſe, Bur as by thine holy 
aid I increaſe in faith - euen 
| ſo decreaſeth my grief and 

ſorrow: and in my greateſt 
troubles, the apprehenſion 
of thy bleſſedpreſencewith 
mee, cauſcth my heart to 
leape for ioy within mee: 
though -by nature I am 
weake, and prone toſtoope 
and droope vnder the leaſt 
aſſliQtion, yet 1 finde thy 
grace cuermore ready to 
{upport and ſtrengthen me. | || 
Therefore doel yeeld thee| | | 
all honor, praiſe, & thanks, | Þ |! 
together with my Lord and| | |f 
| Sauiour Chrift Iefus , and] |" 
thy heauenly Spirit, that e-| | |4 
uermore doth comfort me, | 8 
& confirm my faith in thee| | |P 
| Lord enermore encreaſe wy i 
1 | Faith, 
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A Prayer for 4 man hindred 

by ſickneſſe, or any kind of i#- 

firmity of his body or limbes, 

whereby hee is diſabled to fol- 

low and performe his lawful 

calling : fit eſpecially for ſuch 
45 cannot maintaine their 
poore eſtates ,without per- 

formance of their 
honeſt labors, 


Great,and moſt graci- 

ous Lord God,merci- 
full and louing Father in Ic- 
ſus Chriſt ; thou haſt crea- 
ted me,formed and framed 
me with all compleat limbs 
| |and lincaments in the be- 
ginning, with all my ſenſes 
perfeQ; and aboue all, with 
a meaſure of the know- 
ledge | 


Meditations, 


| Ied dge of thee & thy Chriſt: 
{ W 1erein,for that Thauc not 
' ſo walke d.as bccommeth x 
ſonne of ſo gracious 2nd 
| great a faiher,but haue too 
{ much neglect: d my dutic 
| andthankfulneſte ,crring, e- 
firaying ,and ranging to and 
| fio from one vanity and fin 
vnto anothcr,abuſing altlic 
parts end powers of m) 
ſoule and body contrary 'to 


OO" 


| 


' Mine owne aCttuall polluti- 


ties vpon my corpora!l 
| par, to Cure any diſeaſed 
{oule, | 


that light which thou haſ 
g1cn me,defiling my {cite, 
and polluti ng thoſe parts 
of my corrupr fleſh, w hict: 
thou firſt createdſt in mee 
clean and fi ce, from any of 


ons, Thou in great mercy 
haſt inflicted theſe infirmi- 


——— 


A 


{ [oule, my {pirituall and beit 
2art, impriſoned & inthral- 
| d in 2 moſt filthy and 
lorhſome dungeon of dark 
and dercſtuble impieries, 
Lord, I doe contefſe my 
elte worthy of greater pu- 
1iſhments for my gricuous 
Innes. But thou art ſo mer- 
:ife!l,and ſocommiterate a 
Father, that as rhou know.- 
:(t the qualitie of iy tinns, 
{othou well knoweſt what 
quantity of correction may 
be ſutfictent to reforme me, 
And thercftore,I doc witol. 
ly, and in all ſubmiſſion 
commir my icite vnto thy 
neicy, knowing thatthou 
haſt power tO mitigate, Or 
totally ro remoue the paine 
1d miſery which my finns 
haue wſtly crawnc Cowne 
vpon me, Good 


and Prayers, | | I07 


| 


Meditations, 


Good Father, remember 
that thou haſt promiled, 
chat whatſocuer wee ſhall 
aske of thee inthename of 
thy beloued Sonne Chriſt, 
and wauer not, we ſhall re- 
cciue, Lord, I bclecue,that 
thou art able to cure me of 
whatſocuer infirmitie ; 1ct 
not the weakeneſſe of my 
faith hinder thy good work 
vpon mce; let nor my for- 
mer {inns preuent thy mer- 


Es 


cy : for I conſtantly aſſure 
me, that thou calt help me, 
fuch is thy power; and tha? 
chouenher wilt helpe mce, 
or ſo mitigate mine infirnu 
tics, as I ſnall not oncly bee 
able ro beare them with pa | 
rience,but 11 a meaſure (uf- 
ticiently follow my vocati- 
0n,ſuch is thy mercy, - | 
| Fa 


and Prayers. 


Father, I haue a Mcuia- 
tour with thee, 'and ſuch a 
mediator,as is not ignorant 
of, though neuer tainted or 
rouched with any humane 
infirmitie,he hath taken vp- 
on him,and fatiſhed for my 
linneszand for my finns I do 
acknowledge this mine in- 
firmitic is fallen vpon mee; 
Therefore Lord,my finnes 
being once ſufficiently pu- 
niſhed in him, puniſh not 
me ouer-heauily for them 
29a1ncs 

1 am vnfaincdly fory, for 
that I haue offended thee, 
and doe heartily repent me 
of iny ſinnes; and thou haſt 
promiſed pardon to the pe- 


nitent,at d mercy vnto ſuch 


as are truly fory for their 
Uness. 
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| I his being thine owne 
promiſe, Lord, and rhoy 
{knowing my faith (though 
weake)and my repentance, 
{ what ſhould hinder thy 
merctes in fo1giuing my 
[linns 2 and my finncs being 
torgiucn, whar ſhould hin- 
der that thy ſwcet ſaying, 
Be thow whole, and 1 {hall be 
whole © 


Lord.as thou can{t do al] 
things by thy word , with- 
out meancs, ſe by blcfling 


vwhatſoovner meancs , that 


done : the very clay tn the 
ſtreet openeth the cyes of 
the blinde ( thou giving a 
bleſfting voto it ) which in 
aumenc opinion thould ra- 
ther make blinde them that 
lee, But fach 1s thy greet 


p4 }Wer. 


< 
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which thou wilt fhall beef 


and Prayers. 


power, and vertue of thy 
word, as things molt con- 
traryto humane reaſon, 0- 
bey thee, and worke the cf. 
tet wherunto thouappoin- 
teſt them : as the cluſter of 
tiggs, healed Hezekias , and 
the waſhing in Jorden cu- 
red Naaman the Syrian of 
his leproſie. 

Thou Lord art the great 
Phiſician,coring Phiſicians 
that cannot cure themſclus., 
howe much lefle others, 
without thee, Therefore 1 
| | know,that nothing canhin- 
| [der thy healing of mee, but 
mine owne vnbelicfe & ſin, 
which are the chiefe diſca- 
{cs of my ſoule, that thus 
pollute my body : 1o that 
loule and body being ſicke, 
[ come an humble paticnt 
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Meditations, 


ere 


and petitioner, deſirous on- 
ly to touch the hem of thy 
garmet;for I belicue Lord, 
that if my faith failenot, ] 
ſhal draw vertue from thee, 
and bee cithcr fully hcaled, 
or caſed, 

Wherfore moſt gracious 
Lord God in Ieſus Chriſt; 
increaſe and confirme my 
faith,and ſay vnto me, Be xt 
unto thee as thou belteueſt : 
then ſhall I be whole, for 1 
conſtantly belecue , that 
thou canſt doe it, but that 
thou knoweſt what 1s beſt 
for me, In thy prouidence 
it befcll, as a token of thy 
diſpleaſure for my fins, that 
[I might bee thereby conti- 
nually put in mind, when [ 
intend any thing offtenſiue 


vnto thee, that by my fur- 


they 


— 
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thy 
2rd, 
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and Prayers. 


ther ſinning I ſhould feare 
orearer puniſhinents : for 
thou knowelt my corrupt 
nature, euer Inclinable to 
forbidden things, and ther- 
{ore wilt continue thy gen- 
:lc hand vpon me, leſt I re- 
penting of my repentance, 
ſhould returne againe to 
new ftnns: which,good Fa- 
ther, I humbly pray thee in 
fauour to preuent, If thou 
tarry long, and delay thy 
helpe, let not my faith fal- 
ter, nor faile mec, nor my 
1cart be diſcouraged, for 
thou knoweſft better what 


'5 beſt tor mee, then I my 
ſelfe: And therefore will 
{ wayte when, what, and 
how thou wilt worke for 
meenothing doubting,but 
that in thy fatherly proui- 
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Meditations, 


dence, thou wilt prouide 
for mee, and that thou wile 
1cuer faile mee,nor forſake 
me. Amen. 

Lord increaſe my faith, 


es 


A conſideration or conſultation, 
roxching the eſtates and con- 
ditions of ſentrall men , their 
vocations, manners , lives law- 

| full md vnleawfull, puniſhable, 
and to bee cherifhed : ſeruing 
alſo as a neceſſury motine to 4 
prayer, for theblefing of God 
vpen the lawfull callings of 
wen, of what ſocuer condition: 
neceſſary for ail men,that hope 
of any bleſſing vpon thesr la- 
bors, traucls profeſiions arts, 
trades,or imployments, 


& is not enough for a man | | 
to haue,orto deſire a calling 
in the Church or Common- 


wealth; 


» Ie 
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| T"» and Prayers. $ 


wea'th; but'before he vnder- 
take it, hermuſt conſider, whe- 
ther it be.Jawfull,agrecable to 
the word of God, honeſt,orne- 
ceſſary for the vſe and ſocieric 
of men ; and whether his ap- 
prehenſion and inclination be 
capable and able to manage it 
aright, 


be priuatly profitable to him- 


It isnot lawful), though it | 


ſclfe,if a man find himſelfe not 
ft, neither is lawfully called 
thereunto , but 2ſſumes it to] 
hin{clfe, neither reſpeing| 
Gods glory , ror tke goodot 
others , and conſequently not 
honeſt ; for that it proceedes 
cnly,reſpeRing his owne cor« 
rupt ends: of which kind, may 
bee obſcrued, not a few who 
intrude into fun&ions and 
callings, ſuch as they cannot 
with a geod conſcience, nor 
with ſufficient vnderſtanding 
performe, which mult reſt vp= 


—.- on 


| 
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on euery mans conſcience for 
his choyce. 

Some haue againe lawful! 
and laudable callings,ot them- 
ſelues ſufficient, and yet may, 
and often doe erre in the exc. 
cution, Either for priuate pro- 
fit,or forbidden ends. 

Some liue without any law- 
full profciſion , profitable to 
none,nonot totheraſclues,but 
are oncly Ladders, to bring 
moſt plentiful mul&ure tothe 
Deuils mill, their patrimonics 
to Taucrncs, Alc-houſes, and 
worle placcs : mils that grind 
onely wickeuneſſe , feeding 
rhemſclues and others there- 
with, tat in impieties,for the 
ſhambles of Sathan, 

Of this, arc ſome well de- 
ſc:nded Gentlemen, whoſe an- 
ceſtors haue borne honorable 
& praiſe. worthy Offices both 
In Church & Commonwealth, 
doing good to many, andto 
none 


- 


| 


me 
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none more hurt,the vnto their 
deareſt cht!dren,to whomthey 
haue lefr great earthly porti- | 
ons , and patrimonies,and no 
200d education or profeſſion, 
to liue as menzno,not as men; 
for all men are borne tolabour 
in one commendable calling 
or another, for the Church or 
Commonwealth:to neither of 
which are many of theſe men 
profitable, but run on in their 
laſciuious liues, as the horſe 
& mule, who yet in their kind 
haue more ynderſtanding,and 
are more profitable then many 
of theſe men ſeeme yet tobe, 
All parents yetare not much 
b\ame-worthy : for ſome are 
carefull, as men to prouide for 
their children, worldly goods, 
to maintaine them after their 
deaths. Some as Religious 
men, deſire more the good c- 
ducation of their children in 
religious knowledge , then 
G 4 de- 
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deſirous to make them great, 
they rather endeauour to make 
them good, which laſt isthe 
worke of God, without whoſe 

race, howlocuer parents may 
inſ{tru&t,and educate their chil- 
dren in Gods feare , and by a: 
primary apprehenſion of their 
towardnefle in vertue; yct it 
falleth ofrentimes out , that 
cuen theſe, full of hoped to- 


ee I 


wardnefle to prooue good and 
vertuous , and fit for laudable 
umployments , whentheir py 

rents full eſtates befall them, 
they aſſociate the company of 
ſuch,as turne al the goodthey 
formerly learned into euill.for 
though the father plant , the 
Minilter watery, yct if the 

Spirit of God pee Þ woah not 

in them, they will ſhew them. 

{clucs tobe burmen, and ſuch 

as feare not God, nor reue- 
rence ran, but liueas f there 
were nolaw,ſpending,as boa- 


ſtingly | 


[if 
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{tingly they will ſay, bu# their 
owne, It were fault ſufficient. 
to conſume ir, had it bin their 
owne , gotten by the ſweat of 
their owne faces : but being 
lefr vnto them by their care- 
fall fathers, orlouing friends, 
it is reputed by law theirs in- 
deed,yct ſoas they ſhould hold 
it asthe free gift of God, or 
rather lent of him,rather todo 
good with it , then with the 
prodigall ynthrift, to conſume 
it as theſe men doe vpon their 
luſts, And having ſpent all, as 
(in Gods iuſt iudgment)many 
of them doe, as daily expert- 
ence ſheweth , what becomes 
of them? doth not like expert- 
ence tell ys ? 

Many idle drones there are 
alſo, that haue not that, they 
by any colour may call their 
owne, and yet they ſpendand 
labour not, but are as the-froth 
and ſcumm@ of a good Com- 


G5 mon 


ts... Mil. At 


———— 


Meditations, 


mon wealth. As touching their 
conuerſation, 1t 15 not onely 
i4le,in goodthings, but labo. 
rious in cuill ; they roaue and 
run about the citic and coun- 
trey, filching, {tealing,couze- 
ning, cheating, rioting in all 
kindes of wickednefle, and 
whoſe profctſion 1s only to de- 
CCluc. 

Can theſe men pray for a 
bleſsing vpon their vocations 
and labours? Nay, can they , 
or doc they pray atall? They 
may haue, and often haue the 
name of God, and his parts in 
their mouthes, but for a curſe, 
not for a bleſsing; for in ſtead 
of praying vnto God, they 
blaſpheme his name, 

It is manifcſtly obſerued, 
that God is abuſed, and the 
Common wealth peſtered,and 
priuily endangered , by the 
1dlenefſe, wickednes, and mil. 
chicfes of theſe men: And yet 

who 


_Y 
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who taketh it into conſidera» 
:t1on, and endenour to reforme 
it? Some are in places ſo c. 
minent,as they cannot look ſo 
low; and ſomearc in place of 
Office ſo meane, that haue a 
good will to put hand to helpe 
it , but their power 1s weake, 
and their countenance and aid 
ſmall ; they dare not taxc an 
offender in this kind, eſpeci- 
ally a Gentleman-like Roarer, 
that can make a whole Street, 
or a Hamlet to quake at his 
carriage , and exccrable blaſ(- 
phemies, 

Some haue lawfull callings, 
bur vſe them not lawfully, for 
want of the grace of Godto 
guide them, andthe bleſsing 
of God to profite the Church, 
or Common-wealth by them, 
becauſe they ſeldome or neuer 
pray fora bleſsing. 

Some are often {eene topro- 
ſper in outward ſhew, by cal- 

lings, 


he Aft te. A 
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lings, or rather trades vnlaw. 
full, whereunto there can bee 
no lawfull calling , neither 1s 
the vie lawfall, as common 
profeſſed Gameſters,combined 
( heaters, andthe like. 

But leauing ſuch to their 
owne wicked praRiſes, wher. 
by they often deceiue the tn- 
nocent and ſimple, but moſt of 
all, themſclues ; I wiſh that 0. 
ther men that have lawfull cal- 
lings , would conſider the ne- 
ceſsitie. of Prayer toGod, for 
{a bleſsing vpon their labours 
and cndeauors, not onely Me- 
chanicks, and ſuchas liue by 
their handy-labours, but from 
[the higheſt to the lowelt , in 
Church or Common- wealth. 
It is by Godthat Kings go: 
uernes thercfore in imitation 
of Daxid and Salomon , they 
pray for, and obtain wiſdome, 
rightly to gcuerne their peo. 
ple ; and where good, godly, 


wilc, 
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wile and religious Kings 
reigne, there the people m 
imitation of them, pray for 
their peace and ſafety , and 
that God would furniſh them 
with wiſe and religious 
Counſcllors, and that no 
Achitophell lurke wayting for 
miſchiefe, | 
Counſellors of State, haue 
anhighand weighty calling, 
ſo haue- Iudges of the Land, 
ind other chicfe and eminent 
Magiſtrates,deriuedmediatly 
from God; for, asthe King 
is called of none, but imme- 
diatly by Godto take cha-ge 
of his people : So he imparts 
the power of the (word, vnto 
| his ſub-ordinate M-giſtrats, 
for rhe executicn of luſtice, 
f.n&tions of greater weight; 
and moment, then 1s vulgaily | 
elteemed, And therefore, 
thouzh I -ncicher preſume, 
nor-ncele to mooue them 
when 
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whenor how to pray. Ionly 
may remember them, that as 
they haue higheſt funRions, 
they and we 1n their behalfes 
for them, may pray for the 
due exccution of them ; be. 
cauſe their office and place 
is to corre the euill, and to 
prote& the good, and that 
they miftake not, as by ſint- 
{ter information they may, 
and ſo erre vnwittingly. 
Mcn in authoritie, and 
in eminent places are choſen 
for their Vertues, Wiſdome, 
Irctegritie and Iuſtice, yet 
are they ſubic& ro cenſure, 
not onely of their Superiours, 
and cquals, but often of moſt 
inferiours , wherein happic 
are the innocent, for GOD 
preſeructh them , who ſirteth 
in the T brone , that tudgeth 
right, to whom whoſocuer 
prayeth as Dauid did, ſhall 
finde that he will be abuckler| | 


vnto| 


— 
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35 


vnto him ; his glorie,and the 
lifter vp of his head the grea- 
ceſt honour that man in this 
life can rece1ue, 

It may ſceme needleſle, to 
put ſuch in minde of this 
holy dutic of prayer, who 
h-ue the charge and oucrſight 
ofithe Lords flocke ; for their 
calling 1s ſodiuine, as they 
may not bee, bur diuinely in- 
dued with heauenly gifts, 
abounding alwayes in the 
worke of the Lord, whoſe la- 
bours are not in vaine, blcſ- 
ſedbe God , whom we ought 
to reucrence, as the Miniſters 
of God, labouring our ſalua- 
tion,and to pray for them, 

Yet may itnot bee ſuper- 
fluous, to intimate to ſuch as 
enter raſhly into this holy 
fun&ion,thart it is fit for them 
to examine their owne 1n- 
ward hearts, whether they 
came witha ſincere Spiritual! 


————— 
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Gods 
Church; or to make onely a 
carnall liuing vnder the name 
of a workeman in Gods har. 
ueſt : If he came in regard of 
the firſt, Let him pray that 
God will blefſe his labours, 
if onely of the ſccond, Let 
him pray that God will ena- 
ble him to diſcharge it , and 
withall that GOD remit the 
euill thoughts of his heart, for 
he centred not aright, 

Such as liue by their la- 
bours,bee they neuer ſo inge- 
nious,neuer ſo labourious,ne- 
ver {o cunning in their pro. 
feſsion,art,or trade,they muſt 
know and acknowledge, that 
what they know, or howſo- 
eucr they may performe it, 
it is but in part, and weake 
in compariſon of the per- 
fetion. And that the know- 
ledge and $kiil they haue 1s 


| 


not theirs, but giuen them by 


; 
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God, as hee gane to T whale 
kasne , theartof working in 
yron,and to Jbal,skill in mu- 
ſicke, Yer ſome, and they 
not of beſt perfe&ion,will at. 
tribute their knowledge to 
their owne natura!l wit and 
inucntion , making an 1dol, 
as it were, of their owne 
braine , neuer gluing the 
prayſe to the true Giuerz and 
that, and the want of prayer 
isthe cauſe that many Artiſts 
and others faile often-times 


of good ſuccefle of what they 
vndertake to performe. 
Nothing can truely pro. 
ſper withont Gods bleſsing, 
which cannot bee obtayned, 
but by Faithfull prayer. Nei. 
ther will God heare their 
prayers, that dcale vniuſtly 
in their callings, taking ne- 
uer ſo great paynes, riſing 
arly,taking reſt late, ſparing 
cuen their tood to Increaſe 


their 
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their (tore, it 1sallin vaine ; 
Howſocuer ſome may, & doe, 
waxe rich, by dealing vnluit. 
ly, in weights,mcaſurcs, falſe 
and counterfeit warcs, by 
(wearing, forſwcaring, and 
lying ; the gaines they g-t,arc 
but froth and filth, ſcraped 
out of the denils dunghill 
that will quickly rerurne 
from whence it cave, and hee 


that ſo gets without repen- 
tance, ſhall haue his portion 
with his like , the Rich man, 
not with L:24r4s, 


Happy therefore is he, that | 


lzbou's in his calling dili. 


W. i 


gently, deales truely , craucs| 
Gods bleſsing faithfully hee, 
and onely he,and his like have; 
rcſt,and peace, and plenty in 
their little truely gotten, 
Such are they that eate th 
labours of their hands , and 
bleſſed, 
Hee therefore that _ 
aÞ- 


10e ; 
z doe, 
niuit. 
, falſe 
;, by 
, and 
2T,arc 
-raped 
1ghill, 
exurne 
nd hee 
repen- 
ortion 
2 man, 


ic, that 
g d1l1- 


hn ry 


craucs 
ly, hee, 
ke haue| 
enty od 
gottel, 
ate tit 
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happie, and profper in his 
calling, let him often and 
faithfully call ypon the Name 


| | of the Lord, to which purpoſe 


he may vſe the prayer follow- 
ing, or any other ts the like 
purpoſe. 


_— 


A Prayer that God will 
bleſſe and proſper our la- 
bours and indenours, 

17 whatſoeuer 


> A 
CK{ls- <4 


O Heaucnly Father, 
great in Maic lty,wiſe 


of Counſell , abſolute in 
Power, and vnſearchablec 
in Prouidence, who of no- 
thing haſt made all things, 
ind "in thy greateſt Wil. 
dome, haſt created man, 
whom thou guide t,gouer- | 
neſt 


——— 
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neſt and diſpoſeſt accor- 


ding to thine owne Wil, 


uaile , whaicby ro gct 


in one manner of calling, 

Gracious Father, as | 
haue receiued life, and be- 
ing of thee, and inthy p1o. 
uidence, a calling therein, 
whereby to maintaine my 
being : So giue a blefling 
vnto mee, that I may hauc 
true iundgement,and an vp- 
right heart to performe 
my dutie therein , accor- 
ding tothy Will, that my 
call:ng may proſper ynder 
my hand's, as thou bleſledſt 
Jaakob vnder Laban, and 
loſeph in Potiphers houſe : 


and ro whom thou haſt ap-| 
pointed Izbour, and tra-| 


their reliefe; yer not all, 


So bleſle me and my voca-| 


tion, 


and Prayers. Ig1 

3 0! cion,chat whactocuer Il doc 
Cor it may proſper, 
Nu, | I confelle louing Father, 
tap-] ( |thar neither the moſt abſo. 
| Us lute art, greateſt naturall 
| Et knowledge, corporall or 
all, mentall diligence, Can a- 
"S* fluaile any thing withour 
as | thy bleſſing. 
«be By my natvrall vnder- 
{ was [tanding, I can neither ap- 
_— prehend 1a my minde, nor 
MOT performe with my hands, 
fig or wit, the things that pro- 
Naue perly belong vnto my cal- 
M\PTlling : Bur it 1s thy on*ly 
alan! | Wiſdome, and of thine 
cc" owne Father! y tauour,that 
wud hauc beene made in ſome 
mder meaſure, capcable of that 
fledfi Ircalon and judgement, eo 

anc which T haue attained, it 1s 
uſe : not in me,as okmine owne 
_—_Y power 
tion, |. kk 


———————— — 
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ill 
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power to performe the 
leaſt part of that, which ne: 
ceflarily belongeth vnto 
my vocation , It is thine 
owne worke 11 me. 

if thou ſhouldeft deale 
with mec according to my 


| deſeruings, thou mighteſt 
taſtly depriue mee of tit 
meane meaſure of know- 


ledge, that by thy fauour 
and aide, I haue attained 
vnto, thou mighteſt wea- 
ken my ſenſes, and the fa- 
culrics of my body aid 
minde, all which I cannot 
but confeſſe I haue abuſed, 


2- 


et 


and without the vſe 
them, thou knoweſt I can-| 
nor pertorme the workes| 
of my calling, | 

I humbly therfore pray 


thee, goodPather , rathe! 
to 


— _—————— 


vnto 
thine 


deale 
oO my 
5htcſt 
t that 
nNOW- 
4uout 
-4incd 
t wC4- 
he fa- 
y and 


*annot 


buſed, 
vic of 
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roincreale and continuc in 
me,rhat meaſure of know- 
|cdgc, and that perfection 
of my body and minde, 
which thou haſt already 
beſtowed vpon mee, then 
either to deprive mee of 
them, or to weaken them 
1nmCce. 

I acknowledge, Graci- 
ous Lord, that there is no 
vucation or calling , high 
or low,no labour,ecxerciſe 
or endeuour that can bee 
vicfull or profitable to 
himſelfe or others, no 
mans life pleaſing or com- 
mcndabie withour thine 
elpeciall diredtion and! 
vicſſing, and that in the 
Name,of that blcfſed of all 
bleſſings, in whom as all 
bleticednefle doth confilt, 

90) 
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Sotarough his moſt bleſ- 
ſed mediation, and mer. 
rits , bleſſings vpon bleſ. 
lirgs,are powred vpon the 
godly labours of all them, 
that in whatſocuer calling 
-n his Name, truely ſceke 
to be bleſſed: 


In him therefore Father 
of bleſſings,let thy bling 
be vpon mce in all my la- 


depours : for without thy 
blefiing, ayde, direQtion 
and protection, I may la- 
530ur, trauaile, bee carcfull 
ſolicitous , diligent , and 
moſt induſtrious, yet all in 
vaine : my paines may bee 
great, my riſing vp to my 
labours carcly, yer with- 
out thy bleſling little pro- 
fir mee : I may get much, 
but 


bours, enterpriſ”s and en-|| 


—— ” - _ — 
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but TI ſhall put ir, as it were 
ina broken bagge, my go- 
ing foorth without . thy 
blefling cannot be bur dan- 
gerous,my trauailes ſubicc 
to many 'perils, &1n Euita- 
ble inconuenienccs, 

Mine owne carnall cor- 


ruptions accompany mee, | 
whitherſocuer I goe, ride, | 


or retnaine : the vanities 


| [of the world euery where 


diſtrak my, wauering and 
inconftant 'minde : And 
Satan with his millions of 
internall miniſters, prouo- 
king mee to ſinne, purſue 
mee, cuer. plotting and, 


draw mce from thee ; ſug- 


peſting Idlemeſſe and Eaſe, 


to bee ſweere, and Labour, 


and Trawaile in lawfull and} | 


mm 


H Se- 


practiſing occaſions. to 
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” Thoneft callings, painefull; 


deceire in my vocation, 
painefull, iuſt dealing, foo. 
liſh niceneſſe ; & negligent 
performance , a ſuffi.ient 
ne . 
diſcharge of wy dutic, 
Thus being beſet, good 
Father, within and with. 
out with ſundry. tcntati- 
ons, I cannot without thy 
Grace, auoyde. the com. 
mitting of many {innes,nor 
only in abufing my calling, 
bur in mine ordinary. con- 
uerfationand courſe of life; 


draweth on thy diſplea- 


puniſhments, ſuch as in'thy 
ſcueritie may iuſtly diſable 


in my calling, haumg no 


ro 


__—. 
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and finne* commitred, | | 


ſure, and thy diſpleaſure | | 


meeto performe my dutie | | 


| power in, or.of my ſelfe| | 


mo rms OT Tenn ww 1, 


—_— 


( 


and Prayers. 


co performe the leaſt part 
of my dueric, either in 
my vocation or conuerſa- 
ton. 

Leave me not therfore, 
Jdeare Father, vato mine 
owne weakeneſſc, nor to 
the will; and wiles of my 
Spirituall or corporall 
encmies, that hate me, and 
couet to hinder, or ſlander 
cucry good worke in mee, 
rejoyctng when any. cutl! 
befals in my life or cal- 
ling. 

Preuentthem, O Lord, 
and for thy beſt beloueds 
lake, reach meewildome, 
and giue me vnderſtanding 
according to thy Word, 
that in all my wayes,[ may 
bee watchtull; in my la- 


| jours, painfull ; in my car- 
riage 


2 
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ſed Sonnes ſake, Iz 5s ys 


furniſh mec ſo with true 
indgement, in all and euc- 
rie part of my duetic, as 
there may bee nothing 
wanting in mee, which 
may further thy Gloric; 
which grant for thy bleſ- 


CuRlsT, to whom 
with thee and the Holy 


Ghoſt, bee praiſe for cuer: 
more, Armen. 


Lond irereafe my faith. 


riage and calling faithfull 

and iuſt ; & that my princi-|, þ 
all & chicf care may euer| 
ce to pleaſe thee; And| 


| Me loving and moſt 


vv rg Sy. wang CIP 


| {creatures ,, havingreceiued 
| in thy prouidence, a calling 
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prepare himſelfe by adding 
this Prayer following, 
#7 to vſtitby 


it ſelfe, 
mercifull Father in 


my ſelfe the weakeſt , and 
moſt ignorant ofal humane 


requiring continuall tra- 
1ailes, iourneys, and much 
labour of body and mind, 
hauing ſuchand ſo great a 


{troupe of aduerſaries, and 
dangers accompanying me 


|cucrmore ſecke toſtopthe 
way 


in the execution thereof,as 


H 3 


Hee whaſe calling requireth| 
| [lourneys by land or ſea, m 


efiis Chriſt,I acknowledg| 


— 


I re ret ono om 
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way of my good ſucceſſe| | 


therein, as well in my jour- 
neying forth, in PRro__—_ 
my lawfull labors abroad. 
as alſo in my returning 
home. 

I moſt humbly therefore 


pray thee,to hauc a father-|] 
ly care of mee, and to take|| 


charge of me in all my pro 
ccedings , inall places, a 


ny 


monrg all men, and art al| 
times, that all my iourneis, 
from, and to mine owne 
home , may be proſperous, 
and all my labors & index 
uors may ſuccecd tothine|| 
owne glory,to the faithful!} 
diſcharge of my dure in all 
mine imployments, to the 
competent ſupply of what 
locuer I need, 

And toralmuch as theſe 
my 
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my iourneys, trauailes, and 
lzbours, are and may bee! 
much hindered through 
ſicknes,& infirmitics ofmy/ 
bod y,defeds of my limbes, 
bodily members and ſen. 
ſes;the perfeRion of which 
being originally rhine own! 
vif:s, continue my body in! 
hea \[th ,my limbs in ſtrEgth, 
and all my ſenſes perfect, 
vntill the time when thou 
ſhalt thinke fir to diflolue 
my whole bodily frame, 
when I ſhall no more tra- 
uaile, nomore labour, nor 
feele: any defeR of body or, 
mind. And grant, if it bee 
thy good pleaſure,that nei- 
fn ſickneſſe, death,or any 
other corporall infirmitie,! 
(eize vpon mee in my tra- | 
velsand 1ourneys, ſubmit. 
H 4 ting | 
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ting my will yet yato thy 
will, knowing that thou 
knoweſt what is moft ne- 
ceſlary for mee; and that 
who þ4 is thinc,is thine,and 
in thy fauour, and protec 
on, as well abroad, as in his: 
owne houſe, yca,whenſoc-; 
uer, whereſocuecr, and in; 
what manner ſocuer thou 
art pleaſed to touch him! 
with thy correRing hand, 
Or to Eail him out of this 
mortall life, ' 

And foraſmuch good Fa- 
ther, as there are many C» 


der my neceſſary iourneys, 
trauels, and labours, as di- 
temperature of the ayre, 
immoderate weather. d:fh- 
culties of waycs, inundart- 
ons of watcr, danger of 


|ther impediments. to hin-| ' 


_ 


thecues 


+11 


{ 
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| permitted by thee, 


| fallme. But if thy will bee! 


theceues, &euilly dilpoled: 
pcriſons,defects in thecrea- 
tures, which thou vouch- 
ſafeſt for my vſe intraucll, 
and many other dangers,} 
and hinderances, infinite in 
number,all concealed from 
mee vntill they fall , yer all 
knowne and foreſcene © 

thee , and all diſpoſed and 


I moſt humbly therefore 
pray thee, to watch, and 
ſpreadthe wings of thy po- 
wer and prouidence ouer 
mee, and ſtretch foorththy 
helping hand oner me, that; 
noenill if ir pleaſe thee, be- 


ſo, grant me wiſedome.and} 
patience,not to.1mpute it.to! 
fained Fortune, 'bur as 1n-| 
deed it is.ta! mine own fin- 


and Prayers, [ yy" | 
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tull deſeruings, and that1 
may be cuerthankfull ynto 
thee, whatſocuer befalme.| Þ |" 

Let the Angel of thy pre-| þ |* 
ſence accompany mee, let| | |® 
thy heauenly ſpirit cuer 2 
poſſeſſe me, & let my heart] | |" 
cucrmore poſleſle thee let| | 
my thoughts be cuermore 
free from ſinne, andall the 
parts and powers of my 
body, my mind, affeRions, 
and will, from cuery euill 
ation, and vngodly deſire, 

Giue mea holy feare, to 
walke, worke, trauaile,and 
vſe mine occafions as in| | 
thy preſence, knowing that| | 
thou bcholdeft me,mine in-{ | 
ward inclination , and out- 
ward ations. . 
Thou knoweſtalſo,go0d 
Father, that beſides mine 
owne 
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owne wandring-and waue- 
ring heart , Sathan ceaſeth 
not to watch opportunitie 
roſnare mee in ſome vaine 
obiect or other,in my filent 
and ſolitary travailes, and 
iourney$, laying before the 
eyes of my corrupt minde, 
infinite bayts to allure mee 
toſin againſt thee, that ſa 1 
may offend thee that by 
offending thee, thou in thy 
diſpleaſure mayeſt inflict 
ſome croſle or hinderance 
vnto my traucls, and ſoto 
preuent the good ſucceſle 
of mine endeauors, 

Bur grant good Father in 
lefus Chriſt, that ncither | 
ſin, Sathan, nor mine owne | 
corrupt defires, hinder thy 
| bledings'vpon my trauels, 


but that I may conſtantly 
| con- 


Meditations, 


continue in. thine obedi- 
encc, and thy loue towards 
mee, not onely intheſe my 
trauailes, but vnro my liucs 
end, Amen, 
Lerd increaſe my faith, and 
Proſper my Tourney, 


— ——. 
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A motine to a Prayer for pati- 
ence im godly Parents,that are 
affiifted in minde for the difo- 
bedience, and wngodly lines of 
their children; Whom if good 
connſell cannot reforme, pray- 
er 4s to bee made to God ſor 
them; if that Will not pre- 
uaile , to leane them to God, 
and the Lawes, 


T is not the leaſt crofle that 
can befall godly and religi- 


ons parents, to ſce and obſcrue|- 


their owne fleſh & blood, their 
owne dearcit children , to bee 
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and Prayers, 


diſobedient & rebellious, and 
by their lewd liues to become 
ſcandalous in themſclues, ard 
a ſhame and ſlander vnro their 
parents ard friends. A griefe 
it is of all griefes, eſpecial! 
vnto ſuch parents as hauc had, 
not onely,a fatherly, but. a re-| - 
11g10us care of their holy cdu- 
cation : Andthetr gricfe can- 
not but bee ſo much the more, 
by how much the world con- 
demnes the parents,cenſuring 
them euill, by obſeruing the 
yngodly hues cf their chil. 
dr:n. A great temptation to a 
carefull father , that hath done 
his vttermoſt godly endeauor 
to educate his children inthe 
teare of God;wherinthe wiſe, 
indifierent, and imparrtiall ob- 
ſcruer, cannot bur ſpare his 
condemnation, fincing this 
| corrupt woridſofraught with 
multitudes of wicked youth, 
whoſe, examples abroad, doc 
work 
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worke more euill in children, 


ly father can worke good in 
them at home by their beſt 
counſell, It is no maruelthen, 
that a good man may haue cull] 
children, who though hee pro. 
pagate their bodies , cannot 
infuſe grace and goodnes into 
their hearts ; he can not frame 
their inclinatzons to vertue, 
farther ther.God by his diuine 
Spirit , doth ſecond his good 
endeauors. The Husbandman 
may ſoyle his land with the 
beſt Marle, he may be carefull 
in plowing, circumſpcR in 
fowing, paincfull inharrow- 
ing, &as much as:inhimlicth, 
preuent the vermin that might 
deuoure the ſced ſowen: Yet 
it 1s not his labour, diligence, 
or beſt skil chat can forme the 
ear , nor infute the graine 
[1n the care. A good and godly 


Ig way infuſe his beſt cole 


Meditations, | 


then the wiſcſt andmoſt god. | | 
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(cll into the cares of a refrac- 
tory ſonne , and harrowe him 
with ſharp threats, to preuent 
venemous vices, that deuoure 
beſt counſcll : Bur hee cannot 
imprint grace in his heart,nor 
work the practiſe of godlineſſc 
in him ; he cannot driuc away 
Sathan,and his wicked inſtru- 
ments, from dcuouring- the 
good ſeed ſowne in his ſonne. 
Euill examples, and wicked 
counſel! preuaile more with 
corrupt fleſh,then moſt diuine 
perſwaſions,or diſſlwaſions. It 
is a vaine thing to ſowe good 
corne ypon a {tony rocke , it 
will take no root : ſo to giue 
beſt counſcll to a ſtubburne, 


truQifie; yer muſt not parents 
therfore giue oner,but againe 
and againe, early and [are, en. 
deauor to encourage his chil- 
dren in ve tue and goodnefle, 


andte reclaimethem from fin, 


Ac- 


ee 


—_— 
— 


" 2880 | Meattations, | 


EE 


|aecording to the counſell of 
| the Preacher in Eccleſiaſtes, 7n 
the morning ſow thy ſecd , ard in 
the exening let not thine hand 
reſt, for thou knowefi not Whether 
ſhalt rofper this or that ,or whe. 
| ther ; oth ſhall bee a like good. So 
| ſhould parents bee alike in- 
fant, art all times toirſtru& 
| their children with holy coun- 
{cll: for they know not, whe. 
| ther God haue ap pointed this 
| or that time,or this or that ad. 
ice, to conuert-them from ec. 
villto good: for as one drop 
often falling , deſcends atfaſt 
| ton.oiflen the 100ot of the tree; 
So time , and timely counſel}, 
nay mollife the hardeſt hearr, 
and reſorme the peruerſeſt 
mind: for as the wind bloweth 
| when and wheie it liſteth, and 

no ran knoweth from whence 

it con-meth ; ſo may the Spirit 

of God come into the heart, 

when man thinketh leaſt of it; 


theie- 
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and Projers, 


therfore ought parents topray | 
earneitly, andoften for god!y 
liues of their Children ; in 
whom , then if God hauc any 
ſhare,ic will in time preuaile, 

The reaſon why the world is 
ſo ful of looſe laſciuious& vn- 
brideled youth, is much inthe 
cuill examples of Parents, the 
want of the feare,&negleR of 
the ſeruice of God; for the ex- 
ample of a father may ſome- 
thing alter the nature of a ſon 
[n good, or cuill. For there is 2 
kinde of incuitable imitation 


in the ſon, of the fathers qua- 
litiesz If they be good, nature 
rebelleth againſt them, in the 
ſon,becauſc it is corrupt; & if 
they be cuill , nature it ſelfe 
tcacheth the ſon, without fur- 
ther docume:,how torcſemble 
the father in cuill. And no- 
thing cankelp the one, or bri- 
die the other, but grace, which 


cannot be obtayned , but by | 
|prayer. Ano. | 


Meditations, 


Another maine cau'e of 
Childrens lewdnefſe, 1s too 
much lenitic in Parents, and 
too much libertie in Children, 
wherein idle dotingand foe- 
liſh mothers, are commonly 
moſt guilty, who becauſe they 
haue 'ginen their Children 
ſuck of th:ir breaſts, when 
th'y were young , they glue 
them leaue when they become 
able to ſinne, to ſuck their 
purſes, to feede them fat in 
vicesz in hannting ]avernes, 
idle, and vngodly companies, 
drinking, gaming, and which 
is not the leaſt, pampering 
them in pride, the beginning 
of their fall';* wherein many 
filly fathers, are as guilty in 
winkingat the mothers folly, 
or, not hauing the wit or ſpi. 
rit to redrefle it, wntill they 
children, become ſo farre 
plunged in inpiectics ; as 
when they would , they can- 
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and Prayers. 


not reclaime them, andſoin 
fine, are inforced, to ſee 
them , to their vnſpeakeable 
griefe, come either to publike 
ſhame and obloquie, or tovn- 
timely and fearcfull ends, 
which may befall the yngod- 


ns —_ 


ly Children of moſt godly 
Parents, What then 2 hall 
the Parents bearc the ſhame 
of their Children that kick 
againſt all good counſel!, and 
will obſtinatcly run to their 
owne ruine ? No, But if 
Parents be totally remiſſe in 
wholcſome counſcll,& crre 1n 
their example, intheeye of 
their Children, no maruell if 
they raſt- of the ſhame, ard 
griefe, of, and for their Chul- 
dren, 

Butleaſt good men, mcn 
fearing Ged , having vngod- 
ly Children, to whom they 
baue done their. beſt dutics 
inthcir youth to teach _ 

Tac 
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| they depart from it, ſhould be 
too ruch deieed, and caft 
downe through griefe con- 
cciued for the wickednefſe of 
| their Children, lct them ccn- 
| fider, that as they cannot 
| wake one haire black, that 1s 
| white,no more can they make 
| kin good , that is 'cu1ll :ne1- 
| ther can they keepe them in 
[ awe that are wiltully rebel-; 
| lious , nor prcuent them of 
; confufion , that voluntarily 
| fecke it, Fooliſhly vnadui- 
fcd, then are they that will 
raxe a good Father of ancu1l! 
Childe(comming into ſhame, 
| and deepeſt danger ) wihthe 
[Error ot his ſonne , when as 
good Children are the gifts 
| God in mercie to the Pa- 
| rents, and wicked ones a pu- 
niſhment, not ſo muchto the 
Parents, as to themſciucs. 
Though cucry man would 


the way of godlineſle , and | 
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wil-, 
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| hers had an Timacl, Izaake an 
| E/an, Danid a rebellious Ab- 
| /olews, and an inccitious Am- 


and Prayers, 


Children, Adam, the firſt 
man had wicked Caine. Abra- 


mn, good Els had two wic- 
ked ſonnes, Z/ephnie and Phi- 
near. Intinite are the exam- 
ples,yet nodoubr, theſe good 
men gaue good inſtruftions 
totheſe theirerronious iflues, 
whereby it appeareth, that it 
isnor in good men to beget 
g00d Children, neither doth 


it follow,that wicked menal- | 


waycs propagate Wicked 
Children , God frames both 
in the wombe, giues then) 
life, and frames their hearts, 
wills andaffections. 

It reſteth onely then for 
Parents of yngodly Children, 
to pray for their reformation, 


willingly hauc good Chil- 
'4}dren, -yet the belt men haue 
Jihad, and oft haue wicked 


| IS; 


and} 
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Meditations, 


and to leaue th-m to God, in|'}] rhe! 

| whoſe counſ. ll it is determi. [iÞ} 

ned, what ſhall bc te cnds of || od 

ſuch as feare not him, nor re- | 

| Fland 
UCTERCC Man. 


— pro 
A Prayer for the reforma- = 
tion of vngedly and diſebe-|[\F 
dient Children, and for fe 
tience in Parents, not oucr- 


much io affiidt themſelues, bec 


for their 1r1cconcilia- bed 

ble fiubborneneſſe = 

| and diſobed;- : S 

| | ence. A 
ue 


Eare the words of] | }tho 
A 4my mouth, O Lord,[ [lit c; 
[ and conſider the meditati- | || wh 
ons, and ſorrowes of my lle@ 
20 heart; for my ſpirit is full] [{dre 
| of hcauincſle, Tamvexcd|[|ms 
| and ſorc grecued, for that] |\yct 
11/8 : they 
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and "ravers. 
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they whom thou gaveſt 
nec for a blefſhng, ace tur- 
ned to my gricte, ſorrow, 
and ſhame. I confcfle, 
that mine owne {innes haue 
prouoked thee to anger 
againſt mee ; and thy dil. 
als appeareth, in that 
they, whom I receiued as 
2 comfort from thee, arc 
become, not onely diſo- 
bedientto mee, but as it 
were rebellious againſt 
thee, and thy counſel]. 
Thou art a God that lo- 
ueft not wickednefſe, and 
thou hateſt iniquity ; and 
it cannot be hid trom thee, 
what I haue done, my neg- 
le@ in trayning my Chil- 
dren in thy fteare thou 
mayſt lay vnto my charge, 
yet thou knoweſt I hauc 


fo  Izboured, 
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Meditations, 


| 


1zboured to winne them 
vnto thee, if it haue beene 
in vaine,thou haſt wiſdome 
| and power to ſupply in 
them , what isdcfectiue m 
me,to giue them. 

I haue endeuoured, ro 
make them to know thee, 
andto walke inthy waycs, 
but they have contemned 
mine inſtructions, andcaſt 
my counſels behinde their 
backs, they will not bce 
{reclaymed from their ya- 
nities. They forget thee, 
the God of power to pu- 
niſh them, and the God of 
mercic, to receiue & com- 
fort ſuch as returne from 
their finnes to thee. 

Lord ir 15 onely in thee 
toreclaime them , as thou 
diddeſt the prodigall fon, 


whom ; 


| 


and Prayers. 


whom thou vouchſafeft to 
recciue vnto mercic, afrer 
his long going aftray ;no 
manerreth ſo farre, whom 
thou canſt not recall. Oh 
recall rheſe that erre, re- 
duce them back ts the 
ſheepe.told of thy Saints. 

They are the worke of 
thine owne hands, though 
[ wretched man begate 
them in corruption, and. 
their mother conceiued 


them in finne, and bare] 


them in miſery, theſe arc 
no hindrance vnato thei 
worke of thy Grace in 
them, for what is, or hath 
beene the man that hath 
not had the like beginning 
( thine owne begottcn 
Sonne excepted ) Enech 


that walked vprightly be-/ 
I 


forc 
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Meditations, 


fore thee. Abraham the 
| Father of the faithfall , Eli- 
14h and 19-1 Baptiff, and all 
thine ele veſlels, came by 
nature of the ſame corrupt 
ſeed : yet thou wert plca- 


j{cd ro ſanGifie them; had- 


deſt thou left them vato 
their ownc original nature, 
they had bin as 03e of thee 
chat lift vp their heclcs a 
gainſt (nor mebut)thce, 
Lord giue them Grace, 
Wiſdome and Vaderſtan- 
ding, Faith and Obeciencc, 
they arc oncly thine to 
give: I may beeas the hand 
to giuethem,as from thee, 
food for theirbodics wher- 
by by thy bleſſing , they 
grow ; and I may ſow the 
ſeeds of my beſt know 
ledge of thy worke inthcir 
OL t- 
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outward eares ; but vn- 
[eſſe thou plow vp the fal. 
low ground of their hearts, 
that it may take roote, it 
cannot frucifie, 

Conſider, gracious Fa- 
ther , that they areof the 
pollured ſeede of Adam, 
yct be thou pleaſed, to ac- 
ceptthem as thine, admit 
them into thy fauour, and 
guide them by thy Grace, 
in a religious conuerſation, 
that they may ccaſe to doc 
euill, cleaue ynto that 
which is good, and walk: 
before thee, & be vpright. 
The ſhal they ſerue thee, & 
[ ſhall prayſe thee, for thei! 
reformation and ſaluation 
Let neither their finncs 


uoke thee to anger, Ieſt thy 


F 2 ſzucre 


nor mine, any more pro- | 
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[ous Lord, for thy Chriſts 
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Meditations, 
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fall yponthem, & ſhame & 
gricf ypon vs their parents. 
But their repentance Lord 
ſhall bee our comfort, anc 
wee ſhall rcioyce in their 
conucrſton , andnot onely 
wee, but all thegodly ſhall 
reioyce at their returne in- 
to the Spirituall ſocietic of 
thy Saints. Grant it graci 


ſake, whoſe righteouſnes, 


rits a ſufficient ſatisfaRion 
for theirs, and for the lins 


they haue done, Amen, | 


Faith, Obedience vn- 
18 thee, gine me grace, 


[make theirs, and his mer- || 


of all that haue erred as}: 


Lord increaſe in them the! 
boly feare of thy Name, || 


4 40/ v7" ue 


ſeuere indgements ſhouid 
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with patience, 10 waite | 


thrir holy reformation, 


| and Prayers. 
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\ | A (hriftias incouragenuent, t8 
al that frare God, non tob1 
danned at the threats, yower 
and policies, of What ſoener | 
enemies, be they nexer ſo many 
” multitude, or ſeeming 
ftrong in armeq , fit vpen o8- 
Caſion ; tobe taken tHto confie 
Aeration , to which is added 
a prayer , for Gods holy pre. 
reftion and defirice of bus go 
Whatſeencr danger. 


Hey that wift mw the 
Lord , fhall be as moonut 
' 1Sr9m, that car newer be mooned, 


* [bur remaine faſt for ever. And 


| las the monntames ars about Ie- 
| [raſalew , ſo is the Lord abou? 
them,that truſt mn him from go- 
nerarsen to generation. Where 
of holy Dawid, had good ex» 
perience, whothrough the al. 
lurance of Gods preſcnce, 

» with 
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with him , his love towards 
him, and power ouer him, 
could ſay with 2 bou'd and 
vndauntcd ſpirit, If an Hoſt 
pirched againft mee , my heart 


He alwayecs tound the re- 
die helpe , wherewith God 
cuer aſsiſted him,and the true 
performance of Gods pto. 
miſes at all times, inall his | 
dangers; and therefore aflu-|| 
red himſelfe,that if renne thox- 
ſand of the people, did riſe a-| 
gainft him and beſes hin round|\ 
about, be Would nos be affrayde. 
He was in many dangers,aud|' 
wonderfull his deliterances 
were as appearcth by diuine|} 
Hiſtory. 

God 13 not the God of Da-|# 
uid onely , becauſe hee was a} 
King, anda wan cheſenaſterf 
Gods ewne heart, but th: God 
cf all them , that fathfully 
t: uit in him, of 'good kings & 
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' godly ſubic&s, through all 
| generations to the end of the 
world, whereof no nation 
hath had more manifeſt 
proofe ( though vnworthy ) 
then wee : And therefore bee 
our dar:gers neuer ſo great, or 
many , God ſhewcth himiſelfe 
to haue cucr as many meancs 
ro deliver vs. Saluation be. 
longeth to him alone , andhis 
blelSings are vpon them that 
call faichfully vpon him. 
Hezeksah (ore terrified at 
the threats & blaſphemies of 
Tartan Rabſaries , and Rabſa- 
keh,the ſcruants of Senacherob, 
who by his blaſphemous let- 
ters reniled, not Hexckiah 
onely , buthigh /chouab him. 
ſelfe. Hexekiab therefore 
prayed vn'o the GOD of 
Hoſtces, who ſent his Angell, 
ani that night deſtroyed in 
Senacheribs campe , one hun. 
dred foureſcore and fine 


I 4 thou- 
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Meditations, | 


thouſand men. 
Thus God can deale with: 
the enemics of his faithfull 
people, hee can deſtroy them 
| without their helpe, as wee 
our {clues haue found by me. 
morable experience ; to ſhew 
that it 1s rot alwaycs the 
| multitude of armed {ouldicrs 
'that are the abſo'\ute meanes 
of viRorie, it 1s the meere 
handof God to declare him- 
ſclfe,to bein deed the GOD 
of Hoſts, againlt whom no 
power , pollicie, or humane 
wiſdome can preuaile. And 
therefore admitteth not the 
arme of fleſh ( though a ne- 
ceſſary meane ) to haue the 
gloric of the diſtru&ion of his 
enemies, he will confound. 
When Joſhua , was to goe 
againſt fericho,a Citic whom 
God would deſtroy , though 
hee was accompanied with a 
multitude of armed ſouldiers: 
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yer 
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yerthe Lord would not haue; 
the ouerthrow aſcribed vnto 
battery,andengines of warre, 
violent inſtruments , But at 
Gods command they blew 
with Ram-bernes onely a- 
bout the wals, with a ſhoute, 
andthe walls fc11 downe. God 
by weake meanes can doe 
wonderfull things for his, 
Five mighty kings com. 
bined their forces eo guther! 
againſt 7oſhna, and though 
God permitted Joſhua to haue 
the viRory and flaughter of} 
ſome of them , yet God him- 
ſclfe had the prayſe, who flew 
more with bayl ſtones from 
heauen then Joſhxa flew with} 


Thus, doth God manifeſt 
his power , thatall men may 
ſee, that they that have God 
on their fide, neede not feare, 
though kings combine , and 


| peoplc rage, as if they would 
1s 


de- 
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deuoure Gods people at their 
pleafures, caliting- their ac- 
counts, and diſpoſing of their 
pray before theviftoric, 
Benadab, that mighty Ara- 
mite king , threatned "Ahh 
king of /ſrael, todepriue him 
of all that he had, Zss ſiler 
ard his gold, his Women and his 
farre children. But God gaune 
Ahab the vicoric, both on 
the Mountanes and the YVal- 
lies; Becauſe they obicRed a- 
gainlt God, that he was God 
inthe Mountaines, not in the 
Vallies, as if we ſhouldſay he 
were God at Land, but not at 
Sea, or to 1mpute 'good or 11l 
ſucceſle, in theſe weighty oc- 
caſions, to falfe and cortrary 
cauſes ; as is commonly ſeen, 
and obſcrucd to ignorance, 
or negligence of ſome Com- 
manders , or to this or that 
omiſcion , ouer-ſight or raſh- 


nefſe which indeed may bee | 


blame- 
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blame-worthy ; yet for that 
wee attribute not good ſuc- 
cc(le ro God, but to humane 
power, wiidome, or pollicie, 
and 1il cuents and iflues, to 
our owne linnefull defer- 
uings,and wart of calling vp 
en God for a bleſsing. God 
many times permits his owne 
children to ſuffer violence, 
when they forget tv ſerue 
him, 

The /ſraelites committing 
wich edreſlc inthe light of the 
Lord, God gaue them ouer 
into the hands ct their ene. 
Ties , the eMidiarnites , for 
ru:nycares; yetvpenthcir 
repentance and returning to 
God-, hce ray ſed vp Deborah 
and Barakto deliuer them. 

Sinre 1s the cauſe tht God | 
permittcth a mighty mulc1- 
rude to bee ouer-throwne by 
x few:foure hundred thouſand 
[ſraeliter , for one finre were 


ouct-| 


W—— = 
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Meditations, 


oucrcome, twice by fixe and] 
x 


twentic thouſand Benramits. 
1f God for one ſinne, ſuffe- 
red his people to bee thus 
ſlaine by a few, what will hee 
nor permit to bee done yntoa 


nation, that commits infinite || 


ſinnes ? For one ſeeming 


raigneth, there 1s no ſtrength 
in the people to withſtand 
their enemies. 

' God is a righteous God, 
perſcruing and puniſhing, as 
hee findcth men faithfull or 


| 


ſmall finn of one man Achan, 
the children of 1ſracl were || 
chaſedand put to flight by a| 
few;to ſhew, that where finne ; 


. 


y 
2 
: 
: 


ſinnefull, not ſparing his dea-| 
reſt children, when they re-||: 


bell againſt him , but as long 
as thcy truely obay him , no 
encmic ſhall preuaile againſt 
them. Let Pharoh purſuc 


Gods children, with purpoſe} 
to conſume them , let _ | 
ut.|# 
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but call ypon God, let them 
bee faithfull, and they ſhall 
{ce the ſaluation of God, the 
confuſion of their enemies, by 
the immediate hand of God, 
without the helpe or hand of 
man. 

An hoſte of men cannot hurt 
one man, whom God will pre- 
teR ; and yet permits ſome- 
times one of Jus to preuaile 2- 
gainſt many , as Samſon, who 
{lewe one thouſand men with 
the iaw-bone of an aſſe : and 
Shamgar , with an Oxe goad 
ſlew {ix hundred men, to ſhew 
that God is not tycd to mult1- 
tudes, to auenge him of the e- 
nemies of his children; and 
that a multitude to him is but 
45 one man, and as caſic to bee 
ouercome, And yct he wany 
times permitteth the wicked 
to take away the liues of the 
moſt righteous and innocent ; 
as Kain to kill AE to 

ill 


_____— 


AMeditations, | 


Lill Jobr Baptiſt, James, e. he 
permits bloody maſſacres,and 
ſufters his d:areſt children to 
be martyred after many feare- 
full meanes, rot that hz: 1s not 
ableto dc!1ucr them, but that 
his owne nainc by their pat1- 
ent ſuffrings way be glorified 
On the other {ide it it pleaſe 
lim, and that it ſtand tor the 
gco0d of his, hee can and will 
defend them ; hee can ſend an 
hoſte of Angels to de fend the, 
znd tire from h:aucn, to con- 
{ime the acu.rfarics of them, 
that take him for their ſt: &gth. 
But not 2CCcorcing to raturall 
mans reuengelull delire ; As 
when his diſciples willed him 
to call for fire trom heaucr, to 
conſume ther enemies; he an 
(wered them, Yee know nt of 
What ſpirit yee are. Andthere 
forealthough he in his iuſtice 
in former tires hath, ;nd yct 
isSin his power to exccute his 


lcuere., 
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feucre 1udgments with feare- 
Il full fire, as vpon S#demer,ypon 
| Nadab and Abihu, and vpen 
(| the fifties , which came to ap- 
prehend Eliah : yer ought We 
| robe farre from delire,to haue 
| like iudgements inflited vp 
J on our molt mortall enemies, 
{ vpon ſuch as would cucn cate 
[vs VP : but rather as wee are 
J inſtruked, firſt to pray for 
I their reformation, and ſerious 
I reconciliation, and refer the 
| iſſuc toGod,though it may be 
we cannot as properly ſay of 
ſome malicious aduerſaries,as 
Stephen ſometimes ſaid of his, 
Lord lay not thu( his death ) un. 
to their charge, for they know not 
What they doe, No, our molt 
malicious enemies are not 1g- 
norant , that their malice t0- 
wards vs,is ſinnc againſtGod, 
to whole iudgement weare 1n 
charitie toleauethem : for to 
him, not to vs, belongeth re- 
uenge, 
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134 | 


W— 


| uenge, who being wiſe in his 
| ynderſtanding, and iuſt in his| 
| udgements , is alſo mercifull| 
| and patient in puniſhing, and 
| inall things, bothto them and 
{ vS,will do that which 1s cqualſ| ;. 
& right;and will reward tyra-flp, 
nous oppreflors, & malicious} 
| perſecuters of his faithful chil. 
| dren, in his time, & according 
'to his ewne will, and for his 
' owne he will ncuer lcaue, nor 
forſake thews 
Although our enemics may 
pretend Religion the cauſe of 
their malice , and coner their 
inward hatred vnder a coun. 
rerfeit pretence to worke out 
reformation thereinz and with 
many ſecming ſweet infinua. 
tions, worke themſclues into 
our thoughts , it bchoouecth vs 
to be wit, leſt that in conce1- 
uing they ſeek our good, they 
| get not our goods , which are 
'our obedience to God,fgithin 


, 


— 


Ing it foundation from the Bleed 
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him,and perſeuerance, 

g TIrucitis, that Religion 19 
x] the cauſe of many both priuat 
and publike controuerſcs and 
I| quarrels; butthir Relgion that | 


is increaſed, and maintained 


by the ſword, let my ſoulc ne- 
J ucr imbrace. 
Though true Religion have 


of Chrsff,it ignotruc Religion 
that maintaines it {clfe by the 
ſhedding of the bloodof Gods 
Saints, 

If therfore any ſhall pretend 


thernſelues religious,and ſcek 
in ſhew to gaine vs,and draw 
ys tothcir focictic by blowes, 


ſhall we think they come from 
KGo.1? whowilleth his,to ſhew 
their Faith and Religion , by 
mecknes and loue. 

But admit they ſhould offer 
the (word of offence; it 1s law- 
full for Gods children to yſe 


he (word of defence : and we 
hauc 


{cd tations, 


haue the ſame & no other God, ||| |, 
then 'Darnid and HeFekzah had, 
who will aſluredly dcfcnd v8,}}} | 4 
and miintainc h.s owne cauſe 0 
for vs, | le h 
The experience of Gods|f | 
proteRion and prouiderce nl! | 8 
tormer dangers, cannot bur [|h 
Inconrage vs 2gainſt whatſo || | e 
ever like dangers, wherein h:jj | 6 
delivered vs to the wonder of þy | +: 
the world , & nothing but our 
{innes and vnthankfulnes canfg | (; 
ſhorten his hand, or weakenſfl | ,, 
his power towards vs,but that] | ,.- 
he will ſtretch foorthhis hand | c; 
ſtill ro defend ys, mn 
We are now, thankes be to C1 
God, ſeeming ſecure, there 15} | 1 
no apparert dangers thrcate. lo 
nec; but wee mult remember} | ( 
when wee ſay and ſee peace | 1x 
peace, who lnoweth, bur thatY | 
our {finncs may not call forfÞf | 1 
troub'es; if thcy come, not | 
looked for , they will bee the 
more 
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more dangerous, 

If therfore we would aban- 
don our ſinnes, if wee would 
timely returne ynto God with 
aumble and repentant hearts, 
God would returnc ynto vs, 
& ſaue vs; he would as he hath 
hitherto done, deliuer vs, and 
cuer ſuſtaine ve; hee will (en 
from heauen & deliuer vs from 
them that would oppreſle vs. 

Let vs not forget that our 
| ſoules are among lions, though 
we liuc among the children of 
men : they are not all of one 
faniily, they are not all of one 
mind,they 2re not all the chil- 
cren of God; ſcme areas it 
were ſcr on fire againſt vs; 
ſome haue their teeth as 
ſpears ſome haue their tongus 
as ſveords, yet oyle in their 
mouthes: yet lct vs dependon 
nin that (ceththeir hearts and 
| 0urS; Hee krowet b \y ho are bs, 
' and fceti1 his and our avucrſa- 


— 
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ri-$afar off, He hathhistime 
and the meanes todcliuer his; 
The Lord of hoſts is withvs, 
let vs not fcarc what man can 
doc vnto vs. 

Though an hoſte of men ar- 
med ſhou!d aſlaile ys. we need 
not be afraid, for the Lord is 


with vs,vho is of more might || 


and porver,then all the poten- 


tates of the world can reſiſt : }i 
Eet vs therefore euermore lift i* 


vp the eyes of our faithfull|} 


hearts, vnto himy he 1s the hill 
from whence commeth our 
ke'p ard deliucrance inall our 
dancers; from the Lord of 
hoftes commeth our help, who 
hath made hcaucn and carth, 
who taketh charge of his, and 
will weucr leaue vs, faile 
vs, or forſake vs, in 
him let vs 
truſt, 


and Prayers 

rd gs 
me | TIS 
5:10 1.4 Prayer 18God that he will 
2 | defend vs from our ſtrongeſ} 

"| enemies, and meft malici- 
2r- 1 65, with thanks 18 God 
ced|| for his former de- 
d 1s y liverances, 
gt Lord our God, whoſe 
& -j Habitation are the 
lie heauens, and whoſe foot- 
full]8] toole is the earth , thou 
hill] ooucrneRt all things! in hea- 
our Len aboue, and in the earth 
our |! bencath, thou direeſt and 
_ proteelſt thoſe that feare 
;th, ||| hy name , ſo as they neede 
ang|f] not feare the PoWwre or ma- 
e lice, of whatl{ocuer furious 


eJer | 


enemies : For SR be- 
| lencetts wnto thee, and thy. 
| | bleſſing i is enermore vpon thy 


co le. 
Ar We 
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Wee, cuen we thy feeble 
and vnworthy creatures, 
hauc had experience of thy 


former fauour and defence || 
in our troubles, and of thv || 


we have found them lyers, 


faithfull, mol 
grcatci{t wiſdome and pow- 
er, ſhewing thy ſclfe our 
Puckler, our Caſtle, and 

ur ſtrong defence : euen 
when our Aduerſaries 
ſought our confuſion, thou] 
ſh-wedſt thyſelf our God, 
and the maintainer of on! 
cauſe, when our cnemics 
role againſt ys, in greatefl 


— 
"—_ 


deliverance out of our del-|þ 
perate dangers, when men || 
haue ſaid, T here was nohelp|| 
for ws, no, no! in thee, But 


deceirtull,and wicked men; || 


1cknowledging thee, modt{j 
F louing - of || 


mwvIti-! 


— 
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mulritudes , malice and 
madneſle. 
Thou gaueſt vs courage 


i1and boldnefle, cuen when 


our eneinies ſcemed moſt 
to inſult and triumph ouer 
vs : eucnthen, Lord, didſt 


J|thou fight for vs, and tur- 


nedſttheir glory into ſhame 


{[thetr ſtrengeh into weake- 


ncſſe and their multitudes 
into a handfull of men, 
Shorten not,O Lotd,thy 
hcIping hand toward vs, in 
whatſocucr time, or man- 
ncr of our danger; forthou 
knoweſt, what our cnemic's 
canot performe with force, 
tacy fecke to cect by fe- 
cret miſchietes, which thou 


| F* 
haſt difcoucred, and pre- 


uidently prevented ; The 
Srare was breken and we de- 


liarred | 


Medi:iations, 


| 
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luered; not for any merit 
or worthyneſſc *of ours, but 
eucn of thy free and aboun-! 
dant mercics ; for thine 
owne glory, and our ſafe-j 
ie: and without our ſhame| 
wee cannot but acknow | 
!edge our vnthankfulneſle, | 
forthy manifold deliueran- 
ces from them thar hate vs;! 
who yet walte oppor unity|| 
ro betray vs,it rhou prevent} 
VS Dt. ; 
And therefore, gracious| 
Father, leade and guide vs,|| 
ever in thy righteouſneſle,| 
becauſe of our enemies, 
makethy way plaine beforell 
vs,lcſt we in oftending thee} 
21te our aduerſarics occa- 
on, toſay, thou haſt for: 
laken VS. | 


It is in thy power, Lord, 


0! 
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9 reconcile them vnto vs 
in the band of Chriſtian 
loue ; by opening thcir 
eyes,that chey may ſce, and 
now at laſt conſider, their 
owne errors, wherein they 
haue kicked againſt thy 
truth ; ſoſhould we rejoice 
in their perfet vnion, If 
they continue in the hard- 
q | neſle of their hearts, conti- 
nue in vs perfe&t know- 
ledge ; and howſoeuer they 
hate vs, giue vs loue vnto 
them : Jeauing them vnto 
thy wil, to deale with them 
as thou wilt, 

Giuc vs, gratious God, 
and louing Father, a liucly 
{ | apprehention of thy truth, 
-||f þ faith and obedience vnto it; 

 {howſocucr our enemies 
may hate vs forthe ſame, 


} L Wwe 
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wel know that thou art God |: 


all-ſufficient,able to deliuer 


vs from their greateſt ty-| 
ranny, as thou haſt done : |! 


and we cannot but remem- 
berthy merucilous workes, 
which thy very enemies, 


cannot but acknowledge || 


to proceede of thy mecre 
touc, vnto the continuall 


praiſe and profeſsion of || 


thy ſincere Word, which 


thou haſt maintained hi- | 


therunto through all ages, 


by thinc owne power, and |; 
for thine own names fake. |! 


And therefore when our 


enemies roſe vp againſt vs, |: 
or rather, againſt thee, in|} 
vs, thou cauſedſt them ro|Þ 
ſtumble and fall, ſtill main. 


raining thine owne cauſe , 


Who inteſt in thy throne, |: 
nd's 
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and goucrneſt all things, 
and iudecſt according to e- 
uitie. 

They therefore , that 
know thy power, and thy 
loue,and thy premiſes, and 
thy righteous dealing, will 
truſt in thee ; for thou haſt 
ncuer fayled to bee a ſurc 
defence ro them, in what- 
locuer peiils, 

Vp therfore, Lord,difap- 
point al our irreconciliable 
enemies of their hope, leſt 
they ſay, We hane prenailed, 
our own policies hawe brouzht 
our defiredenterpriſes and de- 
fares to paſſe, 

Lord,ftay our ſteps,gnide 
vs euer in thy pathes, Icſt 
our feet ſlip, and our ene- 
mies that watch oportuni- 
cle to betray vs,take aduan 


= 7. 
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ſo preuaile. 


uerto recoucr our hope a- 
' gaine inthce, 
| Keepe vs thereforeas the 
apple of thine eye, Lord. 
hold vs euer vndcr the ſha- 
dowe of thy wings, from 
them that ſecke to oppreſſe 

vs: For by thee lone. 
' Lord, ſhall wee bee able to 
| breake through an hoſte of 
| enemics : And though wc 
| Geme, by reaſon of the 
| number of our aduecrfaries, 
[ro walke, as it were, tho- 


They lay their heads to- 
gether , and take counſel] 
how thcy may circumuent 
vs, and to blow vs vp, nc- 


tage by onr finfulliues, and 


| row the yalley of the ſha- 
| dow of dcath, yet will we 
not fearc them : for thoy 
| 

arti 
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art with vs, a ſtrong rocke, 
and a houſe of detence to 
ſ2ue vs. 
Thou redeemeſt the 
loules of thy {eruants : for, 
when we were cuen ready 
to be [wallowed vp with a 
mercilefle multitude, thou 
by the powre of thy 
ſtrength , didſt deliuer vs. 
To thee be praiſeand glory 
forcuer, Amen. * 


Lord increaſe onr faith in 
ghee for enermore. 


Meditations, 
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«A neceſſary motine to ſtirre vs 
vp 10 4 holy deſire to reſort to] 
the T emple of Goa, to pray 
unto him With the (ongrega- 
t10n,and ts heare his Word the 
knowledge and pratiiſe wher. 
of, 15 trueft happineſſe; and he 
that is ignorant or negligent 
of this holy dutie, bee he newer 
fo tarnally wiſe,or worldly gle. 
riexs;i4 a moſt unhappy man, 


Hat difference doth 

\ chriſtian experience 
find between a carnal! world. 
ling, anda man truely fearing 
God? Ir can hardly be anſwe- 
re] to the vnde!{tanding of 
the mecre natural! man , that 
hath as many deſires, as are 
plc:fing delights oft:red ro 
his ſenſcs; and cucry ſcnſeas 
many d-lights, as the heart 
hatic tantatics , Which arc not 
to 


_- 


| 
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to bee numbred, and the ful. 


nefle of cuery delight eſtee. 
med a kindc of happineſle; yet 
ifcach ſenſe hadas many plea- 
ſares, as it could entertaine, 
the delire were not ſatisfied : 
And if all the ſenſes had what 


they couet.d, were it nota 
heauy burthen to the heart, 
which ingrofſeth them all? 
And yet the more it apprehen. 
deth, the more deſire increa- 
ſeth: for, rhe eye us nencr ſatsſ- 
fied wath ſeeing , nor the eare 
with hearing things of delight. 
And thus with all the ſenſes, 
and yet but one thing necel. 
laric. 

This one thing, Afary the 
filter of Aſartha made choyce 
of, the hearing Chriſt preach 
a thing moſt needfull ,appro- 
ued by Chrs/7 ; and that Aſary 
n hearing Chrift, choſe the beft 
pars, Which nexer could be taken 
from hor, 

K 4 Da- 
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thing, namely, T hat her mg br 
dwell in the houſe of the Lord «ll 
the dayes of hu life : onely that 
hee might pray to God with 
che Congregation, and heare 
Gol ſpeake vnto him by the 
Prophets , and men of God, 
whom whoſocuer heareth at- 
tentiuely, andprofitably, kea. 
reth God himſelfe, which is 
a ſure token that he is of God, 
| For hes that « of Ged, heareth 
Gods Word, 

| Thehcaring of God ſpeake 
ynto vs in his familiar word, 
is the ſweeteſt Muſicke that 
the care of the heart of aſpi- 
[rituall man can heare, and ac- 
ceptablc alſo to God himſelfe, 
if zee will heare my voyce FL 
deed, (aith God, and heepe my 
Conenar:t , tm ſhall zee my 
chiefe treaſure aboxe all people. 
[s not this chtefeſt happ1- 
nefle to bee accepted of = 

as 


S_ wa£ Mt. Mt. i... —_ B.A. 


————— 


— 
' 


[—— defired this one} | 


"O 


Ya kk © ©. 


© nd 
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as hs onely Treaſure? | 

NO&maru-1lthen that Danid 
a-tired onely this one thing, 
a farre better requeſt , then 
Bathſheba his wife,the mother 
of Salomen, defired of her ſon, 
which hee promiſed her to 
graunt, but performed it not. | 
But D#xidthe father of Sale- 
mon , dcfired this one thing, 
the thing moſt needefull , of a) 


and Prayers. ZO1 


King greater then Salomon, 


n-oment, then was Bathſhe-| 
baes, yet ſhe was reieRed, and 
his requeſt accepted, Both 
their defires: ſeemed to pro- 
cecd of loue: yet the one pro- 
cured hatred 2nd dearh, the 0- 
ther life and happincile. Shee 
made her requeit rowan, in 
whome to put conhdence , 18 
vaine, The other in God,rhe 
Hely one of jſ-ael,who is truth 
it ſe|fe, and neuecr deceiveth, 


and a matter of farrc more | 


But D«x:&s petition wright 


{me = 


— 


- «4 


Meditations, 


—— 


| —— 


{eme ſtrange, being a King, 
todefire to dwell better then 
inz Kings palace, where hee 
might ſport at his pleaſure, 
taic what delights hee would, 
hauing a Kingdome to ſupply 
whatſocucr hee deſired, But 
in theſe delights he found not 
th: happineſſc hee ſought for ; 
it confitted in his loue to God, 
and Gods fauour towardes 
him : and there{ore defircd,ra- 
ther to beeone day 1m bu Courts, 
then a thouſand in the Court of 
Saul, or 1n his owne Court, 
awong his gallant Courti-rs; 
nav, hee would choc rather 
to bee a Doore-.kecper inthe 
Houſe of God, then tocom- 
mand an eai chly kingdome, 

It 1s in d.cde a glorious 
thing to bee a King , but that 
glory hath no long continu. 
ance, many diſcontents & di- 
{trations accompany world- 


ly greatncſle, But the pie <4 
that 


am cy &, ov A” at oY ae tt © © ws _ owns anus noe wood 


and Prayers, 


chat Dazid deſired »< chough 
{ceming baſe ) was ſuch as 


| commonly greateſt men de- 


'irelaſt and leaſt; and yet de- 
lire as Zalaam did, T odye the 
death of the righteowa,(ſe!dome 
yer remembred ) but praciſe 
not the life of the righteous, 
Yet fewe or none, doubt. 
leſſe, are ſo irrcligious,or bar. 


; barous in ſhew , but they wilt 


loo'.c into the Houſe of God, 


| peraduenture once , it may 
| bee, twice ina Sabbath, and 


peraduenture thinke 1t long; 
they would bee loath to ſpare 
tacir pleaſures, delights, and 
vanitics, to liuc a whole day 
in hearing God ſpeake vnto 
them, ns Anger. vnto God; 
nay , but one r<quired houre : 


{bur to liue all the daycs of 


their liues, 25 eArra did, and 
as Danid defircd, inthe Tem 
ple of God, they would thin 
it as harda tas\c , as che bon- 


dage 


—] 


— 


{ 


| 


| 


4 uers , and ſomcas high in Of- 


| 


{ 


Ned;tations, 


Cage of E 2M , or the capti. 
uitic of * &.bylon. 
But th rearc no doubt di. 


hce, as Daxid, that have beth 


Daxzds defire, and are com-|\, 


tortably conueriart in the 
Houſe of Gud, and doe finde 
that in his preſence 1s the 
fulneſſe of ioy and happi- 
nefle. 

1ns is that chicfe happi- 
neſſe and delight , that great 
men ſhould defire and ayme 
at , to the ende they might bc 
examples vnto their infcriors, 
going before them in well do. 
ing , eſpecially in Gods ſcr- 
uice: Hor it 1s commonly 
found by experience, that cx- 


ample doeth more good or e-| | 
uill,then documents,or dehor- | |: 


tations. 


The godly, and rWigious| | 
life of a great man, 1s as a| 3 
row:e {cenc a farre oft: And| | 


[ 


£ e A _em#YC © = ms ©. 
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__many || 
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s 
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many eſpecially his fol'owers, 
will indenour to im 1tate 
is ſteppes, art leaſt in jthew 
andeuecn that ſhew of a god. 
lylife isa good motiue to 0- 
:hers , roliue godly in deed: 
andasa good lif gives com- 
fort and incouragement to 


othe-s to bee cood ;, So the 


preſident of cuiil,makes many 
eu1l. 

If greatnefic and goodneſle 
goe together, it is the {wee- 
teſt harmonic that man can 
make in this life, And the 
contrarie,as h'1ſh and helliſh. 

This holy defire of Danid 
was not for a day, for hee 
ſpcakes of the time paſt. 7 deſs- 
red,vehich imp!lycs a continu- 
all inward pctiti0n,$0, cur de- 
lire of well doing, ſhould not 
be but tor a moment,and then 
vaniſh like /-m«bs Gourd, 
that quickly grew vp, and 


PRny withered, andlike 
the. 


dowd — ht. com e—_ 


—— — —— - 


— — — 


HM cAtations, 

the fcede ſowne in ftonie 
ground, we muſt be conſtant 
heires, and humble petttio- 
NcIS, not wWarcring like 
waucs; but as we once deſire 
to heare and praGiiſe, we ruſt 
continue therein with a god. 
ly and religious perſenerance, 
{till deſaruus, according to 0- 
portunity , to viſite Gods 
Church, not yet to thinke 
that there 1s no place to ſerue 
God in, but the material! 
Temple, but whereſocuer wee 
are, whatſocucr wee Coe, wee 
are to hauc our hearts exer 
cilcd in godly meditation of 
the Word,and inwaid prayer 


.uery where, where the truly 


in Mem, and Gath. Hee 
found :he 1 ord inthcſe Cuio 
late places : though hce were 


SES Mr a Can mo 


Bethel the houle of God, 15 | | | 


godly arc ; Daxid found it | 
cuen in the wilderns fl: of | 


Ziph, in the holds cf Enged, || 


—_— - _ 


hare dl 


7 | :erzynder the ſtones, Srephen; 


*|is alwayes in Gods houlc, 
{fally ro dwell, finding ittruc 
{wh re, yet had hee an earneſt 


3|defire to bee conuerſant 1n 
2 chat Templc, where the Chil. 


| 


Y kiag, yer did heethinke ir the j 
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hated and perſccuted, drigen 
from place to place throng}, 
the malice of his enemies, he 
was neucr out of the preſence 
of God, in the Temple, or in 


preſent , there 1s his Temple ; 
in the Lyons Denne, Dar 
tound him; In the Furnace,the 
three Childzen; In the Dungi- 
on, /eremy ; In the Priſon, Pe- 


yea, cuen in {innefull! Sodom, 

Let;and Noah,in the Floud, 
Eucry truce Childe of God, 

where Dauid deſired Spirttu- 


that God was with him cucry 


dren of God did aſſemble, to; 
heare G O D ſpeake, andto. 
[peak yntoGod. He was their, 


the ficld ; for where God 1s 


greatc |] 


AMea'ttations, 


ercateſt part of his Cutic,ray, 
of his gloric and happinefle, 
to accompany his ſubicRs, 
in the holy «<xcrciſcs of reli- 
gion, to goc before them, to 


with them ; whereof being 


preucnted by the malice and 
turicof his cncmics, he com- 
playneth, that he was left a2 4 


thought the Sparrow more 
happte then hee, bec2uſe that 
filly bird, couldat all times 
reſort vnto that holy place, to 
which he cou'd not come, 

It is our dutic to frequent 
the materiall Temple, to ac- 
cor pantie the congregation, 


l Mo - — - 


SHO— 


inpayingvnto, and praylſing 
of God, and attentiuely to 
hcare 1s Word: yet are not 
wee to hold it ancceſsitic, to 
pray oncly in the ——— | 
it! 


On ge EEE 


—— 


incourage them tocall vpon, | | 
[andto ſcrue the living God 


| Peſlican #1 the Wilderreſſe, and | | 
#5 an Owle m the Deſert,and|? 


—_— ———— - 
has a ADS 


|| if God could, or would nor 
| | heare our prayers, but 1n the 


J by his preſence and power, 


J off his ſhoocs, when hee came 
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Temple made with hands ; | 


| wherein God himſclfe ſayth 


he dwelleth not, his dwelling | 
is inthe heauens,and his foot-, 


{| {toole is the earth ; and as| 
long as wee are pilgrimes in| 


the carth, wee mult tecke,and 
we ſhall finde God inthe earth 


Therefore as e Hoſes put 


into the preſence of God, be- 


cauſe the place was holy 
whereon hee ſtood. So maſt 
we put off all our vngodly af- 
fert10ns 5 and vnholy deſires, 
betore we enter into his holy 
preſence, 

He teacheth vs by his Pro. 
phet Jeremy, what 1t 1s to 
ome prepared into the pre-| 
ence of God ,, whether into 
he materiall Temple with 
he congregation , to heare 
him | 


Je ES 
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he holy Temple : but bars| 


| OOO ot 9 Pe BOO i Ro EE 


him ſpeake vnto vs by his 
Word, or to ſpeake vnto him 
In publike, or 1n any conue- 
ntent place in our priuate 
prayers, Wee muft amend and 
redreſſe our wwayes &- our works, 
then he will admit ys, anden- 
tcrtaine vs into his holy pre- 
ſence, It is not enough, ſaith 
h-,tocrie andiay , T he T em- 
ple, the T cmple of God, thu || 
5 the T emp" of the Lord , 40|\6 
| ALONG ONT WRY(1 AN 047 Works, 
fo execute tudgemrent between & 

#169 and his nughLour , not toll 
opprefſe the poove ,nor the ſiran-|Þ 
£*r, the fatheileſſe nor the wia-|Y 
dew not to ſhed inxocent bleud,)! 
wor te Walks after ner gods. q 

| 


IR 


Tiis is the condition 

| which God makes with them | 76 
| that ſhall dwe'l in ts houſe, th 
that ſhall ſce his beau.ic, and an 
;that are admitted into his 5, 
| preſence, and truely to vilite| [fa 


all 


and Prayers. 


[| all thoſe that truſt in lying 
| miracles, and yaine words, 
!| and vanitics that cannet pro- 
fe: they that ſteale, murder, 
commit adultery , idolatrie, 
ſuch as ſweare faſly;the couc- 
| teous oppreſlors, yniuſt,enu1- 
ous,malicious, drunkards and 
| the like ; it theſe Rand in this 
| houſe, the materiall Tewple z 
| God will hauc no reſpe& vn- 
| to their prayers, finding them 
q hypocrites, that worke Wic- 
| kedneſie 1n (.cret, coueting 
Wo coucr it with a forged 
n-\* ſhew of cunning with the 
"| congregation into the Tem. 
ple of God, which by their 
/- |Fprclence make it a denne of 
ron ihceucs, For woat are Hy- 
nem pocrires, but rheeucs, ſhewing 
ulc, | theruſclues to bce re!1g:ous, 
andy | and arc not; obedient,and are 
| hi; not ; than' efull,and arc not; 
ite WM faichfull,ang arenot? 
bars Uzlec are they that rather 
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M eartations, 
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comit ſac: iledge, the offer ac. 
ceptablc Sacrifice ,they vilite 
| not the Temple, but rather de. 
| file it with their contcrfeit ho. 
| lines, in ſhew, ſeeming ſaints, ||N ©. 
in decd,cnemics to Chriſt and " 
Chriſtians, They can cric ; 
| rhe T iyple of God, the T expple " 
of Ged, They can ſay Preach, C 
Preach, and ſeeme neuct ſaril.\F/ 
fied with Sermons. The de. 
ſire is good, if theheart bee 0 
good , for a truce andincere|ſ*” 
' deſire of the heart , to heare|}"* 
the Word , cannot bur pleaſe] ws 
God; for ſuch arc approoued|F” 
ro be of the family and houſeſſſ>* 
of God: Such ſhak dwell in hu n 
| Tavernacds , «nd reſi vpon buf 
| Z7oly Hill . for they are of this 
| generation of the righteous. 
But, there « 4 generation, 
ſaith Salomon, that are pure m : 
their owne Conceits , and yet art 
net Waſhed from their filthineſſe,| 
They tollow thc dcuices ot 
their| 
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and Prayers, 


their their owne hearts : and 
aſſume vnto themlſclucs a pe- 
culiar manner of ſcruing of 
God,not according tothe {in- 
cerc truth : Theſe mens ſacri- 
hces God abhorreth ; but 
he that hath snnocent hands, and 
a pure beart , that hath not lift 
vp his hand wnto wvanitie , nor 
ſworne deceitfally, he comming 
into the houſe of God in pri- 
ute, Or in publike petitions, 
ſhall receiue a blcſsing from 
he Lord, vnderſtanding by 
hearing, God ſpcake yntohim, 
and bee heard ſpeaking vnto 

od : it is contrary with the 
wpocrites , they way heare 
andnot vndcrſtand, they may 
pray, but GOD will nor 
earethem. They cryed,{ayth 
Daxid, but there was none to 
aue them,ene vnto the Lord; 
ut he anſwered them not. 
z0d hcareth not hypocrites, 
ough they come necre him | 


with 


Meditations, 


with their lips, ina counter. 
feit zeale, when yet their 
hearts are prophane. 

To come into the marte. 
riall Temple, is required of 
all to accompanic the congre- 
gation, inthe diuine ſcruice 
of the liuing God, Princes and 
greateſt perſons : As Dani! 
King, who was glad andre 
ioyced, when the people ſay 
vnto him, Come, let vs gee tntt 
the houſe of the Lord, w 

in decd his owne decfire 

to dwell. 

To dwell, is notto com 
for a ſpirt and away , buth 
deſire was to make there 
continuall abode all the dait 
of his life, 

It may bee concciucd by 
naturai! man, and one thi 
builds his happinefſe vpe 
the pleaſures of this life, th 
it was not wiſdome in Dau 
todclue to dwell in the 
| Janchc 
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and Prayers, 


lancholy Temple continu. 
ally : but 1© may be ſayd vnte 
that carnalliſt , Thou deemeſt 
it to bee a place of ſadneſle 
and melancholly , which ad- 
miniſtreth to the true Chil. 
dren of God the moſt abſo- 
lute ioy, mirth, gladneſſe,and 
conſolation, and finally trueſt 
happineſle. 

Carnall men in decd de- 
light in vaine aſpeRs, and 
ſhewes, moouing to ſinne in 
Stages, Theaters and the like, 
and thinke them therewith 
much cheered, and in ſhort 
time therewith wearied ; Bur 
the Temple of God, the hea- 
uenly Theatre , thar is moſt 
glorious by the Diuine pre- 
ſence, onely ſcene by the ſan- 


{aiked minde, neu-r wearicth 


the ſoules of ſuch 23 delight 
inthe liu-ngGodzwhoſe beau. 
tic Dauid law, as ncncr fatil- 
hed with the contewplartion 


of | 


| Meditations, 


of che glorious Maicſtie 6: 

'choucth , whoſe beautic the] 
:nore the Sptrituall minde be. | 
hold:th in his word, his 
workes,h $s fauour, pow: r and| 
prouidence, the more 1s hee| 
mooued with deſire, to ſe 
"ore and more. And thinkes 
no ha; pincile comparable, to 
the happincile of a heaucniy! 
lie, | 

Much were the Diſciples| 
moour!'d at the ſight of Chreſts! 
IT A) — in {o a uch as 
they delired tro hine built] 
thire Tabernacles , to haue 
enioyed that bleſſed fight.) 
Still io deſirous was Damid,| 
{till:obchold the beautic of 
the Lord, an4 to viſite his| 
noly T 1 Cc! ople. 

Wherc God is truely heard, 
and duly cailed vpon by a 
holy congregation , nay, by 
one particular faithful) Chri- 
{t:an, theie appeareth the 


_ _ glorie| 


4iid Prayers. 

| glorie of God, There' is the 
Arke ofthe Lord the preſence! 
of the mightic Gol of [aakeb, 
whoſe 2!oric hlleththe Tem- 
ple, whichonely the Spiritu- 
4!l man feeth with 2 ſuper- 
naturall eyz. Though the car-| 
nal man bodily preſent, ap- 
Pre nc ndcth it not. Pal at his 
conuerſion faw Gods gloric 
but they that were with him, 
hcardonely a VOyce, but ſaw 
It not. 

Such beautie ſhincth in the 
hearts of the deere Chiidrcn 
ot God, by the opcration,' 
and illumimarion of the Holy 
Ghoſt, by whom Stephen cal 
| he glorie of God, in the hea- 
netis, and Chriſt fitting at 11s} 
right-hind; which rone <l'c 
canſee; but {ſuch onely £5 2r: 
inſivhregbd , who take ſuch 
(urpaſcins (weer delight, in 
the beholding the face of 
G09, not onely inthe Word, 
s wher- | 


Meditations, 


wherein hee is in part ſcene, 
bur eſpecially through faith, 
{chat their ſoules arc cucn ra- 
uiſhed, andas it were tranſ- 
changed by the ſplender ther. 
of, as it were into the Image 
of the gloric of the onely be. 
gotten Sonne of the Father, 
6d commanding the light to 
ſhine our of derkeneſſe , ſhmeth 
1nour hearts to gine light of the 
knowledge of the Glorse of God 
inthe face of Jeſus Chriſt. 

Ler vs therefore indeuour 
to exerciſe our {clues in pu- 
ritic and ſangitic, clenling 
our conſciences from all 
counterfeit {incericy, and la- 
bour to become in beed, ſuch 
as wce would ſceme to bee; 
And not to negle& the vill. 
ting of the matcriall Temple, 
tohcare the Word of G O D, 
andto pray vnto him, if wee 
ſhopeto be happie ; tor there 
is none happic, but they 

whom 


{ 


and Prayers. 


whom G OD loueth, and 
who loue GOD ; if wee 
loue God, wee will delight 
in him, to heare him often for 
our inſtru&ion, and confir- 
mation of our faith ; and ro 
ſeeke him by our prayers, for 
he is ready to bee found of 
all them that are true of heart, 
who ſhall heere behold his 
beautie, and hereafter enioy 
lus gloric, 
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A Prayer wvnto God, that 
he will prepare our hearts to 
the viſuting of his holy T em- 
ple, to heare his Word, 
to pray wnto him, 
and to prayſe 


him. 


Rant O moſt gracious 
Lord God, according 


z | ro 
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| Meditations, | 


| inner man,that Chriſt may 
| dwell in my heart by faith, 
| and ſo my whole ſpirit, 
| foule and bodie may bcc 
| kept blamelcfle, to the 
' comming of the Lord le- 
ſuis, forthou Lord knowcſt 
| what I am by naturc. 
; man vnworthy to take 
' thine holy Name into wy 
mouth, or to. come int 
thy preſcnce, being invly- 
[nable to no good diutic, 
but apt to cucry vanity. 

I come therefore ynto 
thee hcaucnly. Father, in 
the Name of Ietus Chriſt 
thy Sonne, in whom thou 
haſt promiſed to receive 


tothe riches of thy grace- 
that I may bee ſtrengrhe- 
| ned by thy Spirit, in thc 


| 


them, that ſincerely {ecke 
tice, 


— 


te nd 


i 


pt 


and rhat T may delight to 
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thee, heare the voyce of} 
my petitions, O Lord, 
when I crie vnto thee, and 
when 1 lift vp my hands to- 
wards the mercics ſeat of 
thy holyTcmple,reteft me 
10t;vnto thee O Lord,T lit | 
vpmy toule, crauing par- 
Gon tor my finnes, and that 
thouwiltadmit me intothe 
holy ſocictic of thy Saints, 


dwc!t in thy holy Temple, 
vader the ſhadow of thy 
protecting wings for cucr. 
Let my heart bee eucr 
vpright in tay Statutes, 
and taithfull ever before 
:hce, forthou haſtpleaſure] 
in righrcoutnefſe, and bee 
iS blifled in whoſe heart 
are thy wayes; knit my 
heart vnto thee, that TI may | 
L 1 feare 
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feare thy Name; give me 
a holy defire to ſeeke thee, 
andto walke cuer vpright- 
ly as inthy preſence. 
Indue me with thy Spi-| | 
rituall knowledge, &leade | |} 
me by thy right hand, to|| 
thine holy Temple ; ſhew || 
mee thy glorie, and thy 
beauty, that I may becom- || 
forted through thy pre- 
ſence, Open mine eares, 
that I may heare thee, and 
thy Word by thy holy 
Miniſtrie , and prepare my 
hearr to receive know- 
ledge and vnderſtanding, 
and open my mouth, and 
fll ir with thy prayſes, and 
let my prayers in thy Sons 
Name bee acceptable vn- 
to thice, | 
Shew me thy way, and| 
g1uc 


LIN 


— —— ——— 


and Prayers. Y 


——— 


give mee ynderſtanding, 
that I maylearn thy Com 

mandements,and walke in 
them, 

My hearts deſire, Lord. 
is to dwell with thee, to 
haue the full8& free fruition 
of thine houſe, and the 
place where thine honour | 
dwelleth, that I may feruc 
chee with a pure affection, 
and giue thee prayſe in 
the congregation of thy 
Saints. 

Turnethy face ynto me, 
O Lord, that I may ſee 
the beautie of thy coun-; 
renance, and bee changed 
into the ſame Image, by 


thy Spirit, and inthe ſame | 


Spirit, bee admitted to vi: 
fire thine holy Temple, 
with faith and aſſurance of 


L 4 thy 


F2 
ER 


Meditations, 


thy preſcnce, wherein I 
know 1s libertie and life, 
protection and plentic of 
all good things, 

| Make my heart ſtable & 
vab lameable before thee 
in holinefle, that I may 
lerue thee with a 1incere 
and pure conſcience, and 
vadehicd, that I may not 
come into thine houſe on 
ly to bee ſcene, 8; 
ſceme Jeruiccable 

tufull vnrto thee 
inwardly hunge 

for thy Word.: 

1inY ſoulc,:l ebrc 

and imprint the f 


feQualiy in my 


l. 


LS ES 


i 


Fro [1 both 


[cer 
[ic 
| 


2nd Prayers. 


— 


tat being filled with _ 
comforts proceeding from! 
1c beautie of thy coun-? 
rcnance ; I may Cl ct poſ. 
telle my { oule in t hat pea 
which paſteth all vnder-| 
CUCIT-MIOIe IcCUC 
rencing thy glorious Ma- | 
ic, that cucr-more fil-} 
Ncauens and] 
art, | 


{1 nAino 
« 15 


a | JF 


Lii% 
' 


" cartih's fill wy 1 

J, with hy Spirit 
* (Iraw ncere vn-| 
d to thy Holy 
trong Rocke, 
[ aly, Vayes IC- 


e to heare ioy 
fe, and that I 
abound in hope, | 
Filrengthcned to eue- 
 -ood work, throveh the 
power of the _ Ghoſt,| 


"——<—D—Ca—_—_— 
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| Meditations, | 


thy preſcnce, wherein I 
know 1s libertie and life, 
protection and plentic of 
ill good things, 

Make my heart ſtable & 
vnblameable before thee 
in holinefle, that I may 
lerue thee with a iincere 
and pure conſcicnce, and 
vndefiied, that I may not 
Come into thine houſe on- 
ly to bee ſcene, and to 
leeme ſeruiccable, Or dt 
rfull vnto thee : . but m3v 
inwardly hunger & thirit 
for thy Word, the food of 
ginY ſoulc,:l ebrea cad of life 
and Imprint theſameſo £1] 
cOtvally in mn Wy joule, that 


ay pre re ir airſull 
po ; — 


_ 


4 
> 


— +— —_—_— Os ee tt ts 
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and Prayers. 


C: omf: "res pr rocceding from | 
r1c beautie of thy coun-* 
rcnance ; I may cucr pol 
{elle 1 my ſoulc in t! that pea ace 
which pail: th all ynde 
Ianang, CUCI-NIOTC YCUC 
rencing 1 thy olorious Ma- . 


| tie, t Cl hat CLICT-MOYC {11- | 


{1 both the heauens and} 
| earthy 3 fill x wy heart, ! 
0 Lord, with thy Spit? e 
that I may draw ncere vn- 
rothce, and to thy Holy 
place, my ſtrong Rocke, 
redhce will I alvwayes re- 
ijoIt, | 
Male mce to heare 10y 
and gladnefle , and that 1} 
may more abound in hope, 
ana be ſlrengrhenedto eue- 
ry good work, throvgh the 
power of the holy Ghoſt,| 


WEE PE. by | 


«i 


_—y Ltd 
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bh ar beg filled with the} 
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Meditations, 


by Ieſus Chriſt , my Lord 
and onely Sauiour. 
Lord increaſe my faith, 


—_— 


* 
bs —————_ 


The Concluſion. 


A Prayer for true happineſſe, 
which ſhall bee conſum- 
mate onely in 
heauen. 


Lord, what am I . the 
ſon of duſt and aſhes, 
that I ſhould preſume to 
come into thy preſence, to 
ſeeke aMd delire felicity and 
happineſle, here in this wil- 


| derneſle of ſo.many vani- 


ties, miſcrics, and troubles, 
aS arc among the children 
of men? As for me,Lord, 
thou knoweſt wherof Iam 

made; 


— td —_ 


ſe, 


CLICESS +. 


and Prayers. 


_ 


made ; thou remembreſt 
that I am but duſt, what 
happineſle therfore, Lord, 
can I look to obtaine here, 
where ſinne dwelleth in my 
mortall body; and by finne 
| offcnd,and diſpleale thee, 
and in thy diſpleaſure is 
death ? 

O preuent me Lord,ther- 
fore, from fſinfull feedin 
my fooliſh mind with falſe 
felicitie , as to repoſe my 
happinefle in the things of 
this life, in health, riches, 
honour, beautie, carnal! 
friends, worldly wiſdome, 
pleaſures, delights, & eaſe, 
which are not worthy, in 
reſpc& of true happineſle 
in deed, tobce the leaſt & 
ſ{tcemed. 

Giuc me therefore here, 


e| 


QO 


- e— PR _——. c— - _ 


y mY 
Meaiiabil%s, | 


-» 

aNCe INtO true nap} M1» 

cite; fend foorth thy Spi- 

It, an d breath iitc into my 

'acad foulc :; rransforme me 

[no thinz own image from 
| 


[0 Lord, evenin this i! fe,2n 
| 
{ 
| 
! 


| glory to glory, by thy Sp1- 
| Its withdraw me from de- 
| [lipht 1 the vanititics of 
this life: for 2s long as I de- 
{light in the pleaſing things 
of this world, I am farre 
from Happineſfle; and itlies 
not in my power to rcftrain 
my heart from that which| 
naturally I aftect : I cannot 
lubduc the corruption of 
{mine Cwne nature; but that 
which is impoſſible to mee, 
1s poſhble with thee, de- 
clare therefore thy greatfhll | 
power in mercy vþon me. 
| I ami by nature wretch- 
ec, 


PE OTE = 


F $1.4: | Prayers. 


—— -———- -  -——— | 


\ &milcrab lc,and POOre, | 
s and) naked, a moſt vahappy | 


happincſle, Lord remooue 
that darkneſle from me,and 
oraunt, that ſecing, I may 
{ce mine owne crrour ; and 
in hearing I may vnder- 
ſtand, and take the right. 

way to felicitie . work faith 

in my heart,that I may taſte 
Gow gracious thou arr, 1N 
working in me a new hea It, 
4 New mind , and new affe- 
cions \holy and heauenly, 


DIC ſicro come. 

Make mce to feelc the 
Peace ofa good conlei ences 
letmy faith be ſeenthrough| 
obedience ynto the .letme| 


—_— —— > *—_ | 


man yct ſuch is my blind- | 
\neſſe, that I fec it not: I} 
fecle not mine owne vn» ! 


the beginning here of haps 


feele! 


a 4 or —— — 
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1 
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Meditations, 


feele in my foule through 
faith the merits of thy Son, 
working the afſurance of 
the remiſſion of my ſinnes, 
and aſſured hope of the en- 
toying of my finall felicity, 
and cndleflſe happineſle in| | 
heauen. ; 

None are truly happy or 
bleſled, but ſuch as thou|| 
doſt chuſe, & cauſe tocome 
vnto thee, for none can 
come vnto thec, but whom 
rhou calleſt, and they onely 
are luſtified ; & whom thou 
iuſtificſt, them wilt thou 
glorifie; and whom thou 
olorificſt,are,and none elſe, 
truly happy. 

Carry me therefore,gra-| 
clousLord,carry me by the 
wings of thy mercy,and by 
the ſtrength of thy fauour| 

in 


" 


| | vnhappy man, bchold the: 


and Prayers, 


in Chriſt my Saviour, into 
that heauenly Canaan, the 
inheritance of them that 
are in Chriſt Icſus, cledted 
ro ſaluation. 

Ler me, cuen here in this 
baſe outward forme of an 


chrough faith in thy word, 
let mee behold thy face in 
rightcouſneſle : tor in the 
lively beholding of thee, is 
the tulnes of ioy,and high 
eſt happineſle in this life, 

O that the time would 
therefore ſpecdily come, 
wherein I bring difſolued, 


may ſec thee my Sauiour 
tace to face, when this my 
morrall body ſhall be quic- 
kened, and made like vnte 

thy glorious body : for ] | 
know,thou wilt keepe vnto 


the 


— 
—_ EE at 
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| Mea, THarrons, 


FO 4 
\ 


o ecnd, that which I hauc 
com! nirted nt 0 thee, both 
'my foule and body to bee 
'glorificd and ma xde happie, 
thongh i vt ice not whas! 
"Mi 11ibes and rherfore when 
thou wile, I will willingly 
lay ' down my lite, and com- 
'mir my ſoule vnto thee,my 
, God through Iclus Chriſt, 
{as vito my moſt fait! Full 
' Creator,and loving Redee 
| mer, to wl.onm with the 
' holy Ghoſt beeall 

| glory for cucr, 
AMen. 


£8 1} | 


Y 


_ 


ds Bet 


and che: ndend 


\_ When wee fhall | 
bee made parta-| 
kers of the dinine 

1 Naturc, 2.Per.z.| 

U.4. 

! When Chrift 

| tall tran forme. 
! our baſe bodies, | | 

The con. { that they may bee | 

ſumma- | like the glorious | 
tion, and ; body of Chriſt, 

full per-J Phil. 2.0.21, 

;feattonot) When ſhe ſhall 

our 29p- | perfc! y emoy, 

tzoſcthings,w hich| 
eyc hath not ſecn, 


. 2 a 4.2 

421% 41 

ſ Sy « } 
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4 nl 14a 
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nor Ccuer centred 
t into the heart of 
man to CO.CC, | 
which God hath 
prepared,for then 
that lone hin. I, 


” - — amd rat. OS -. 


nor the carc heard. | 


Med tations, 


| 234 | 


W ho then. or what ſhall ſe- 
perate vs from the loue of 
Chriſt, in and by whom wee 
haue firme hope to attaine vn. 
to this ſo great happineſle ? 
neither tribulation, nor an- 
guiſh, nor perſecution, nor 
tamine, nor nakedneſſe, nor 
pcrill,.nor the ſword, Romanes 
8. verſe. 35, Which God, 
for his Chriſtes ſake graunt, 

to whome with the Ho!y 
Ghoſt be aſcribedall 
glory for euer, 
Awe. 


"he 
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pe 


The principall things 
contained in this 
Booke. 


A _ , &r Conſul- 
mtion, What are the beff 
things that men in thu life 
ſhould principally ayme at , #0 
attaine vnts higheſt happi- 
neſſe,e&c. Fol. 
A motine to Prayer agamſt the 
temptations of Sathan,c-c,18 
eA Prayer for Gods holy affi- 
ſtance agamft Suhaw, 123. 
A Meditation, to ſtirrevs vp, 
When Wee are vnapt to pray. 
29 

A Prayer to God , for the helpe 
of hu holy Spirit , and other 
bleſiings ſpiritual, and m__ 
VA, 


| 


Py 
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A motiae, tobegin twe day Wi ith | 
P rayer. T 4- 

i A Px ragey | fit ro bee ſed enery 


'r for 4 man, otfore hit 
-htlyreſt. 70. 


comer trble ant OUYAgc- 
, C 


gorrto DE 7 
4A m1 
mrne toall poore and dijiref- 
fed mtr, to widereve What foe- 
wer trouble With patiexce, &c.1 
ana may ſerue as ametiue to 
ſowe prayers that ſollew, Viz. 
77+ 


BIEY 1704 bles 6:31 { it IEi10NS 3 
Wr h 43 Cor j ſs:on, that fl nile 4 
tHe c auſe of thou. IO3 
ef Pra) wer 7 Y 4 WEHV Pincred 
by ſickneſje, cr any kind of m- 
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F conſideration, or coxſultation, 
touching the eſt ates and conds. 
$56/:5 of | ſexera il men, CC. ne- 
ceſſury for all meathat hope of 
any blefiing vpon ther labors, 
T 7auels, Profeſſions, Artes, 

i T rades,or { mployments, 124 

4 Prayer, that God Will blefſe 

| 41d proper our labours and 

endeauors 8n Whatjoeurr Cal- 

| wg 139 

A Prayer for a ory Whoſe Cal-'| 


| ling requireth { ow?! neyes al 
lnd,or ſea, 149; 
i A motize toa Praycr for pati- 
| encern po, lly Parents, that ere | 
| (Titled in  17nde {or M22 Gl [= 
| "11017 CC,48t 4 </Hh 4 ey lines of 
{t theirchild IYC1,C"fo [FO ; 
| A Praycr fe cs: þ rm alc 0 f| 

Y 6 00a: 5 y and 4 {; ſob: Cent ch: 1. 

GIO, 4 nl for na4ticnce sn P a- | 

Yets te 166 
AM ( br f 1112 C1CONY 'pement, to 
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all that fare G cd % F044 0 ©! F 
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The Contents; | 
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The Contents, 


and policies , of Whatſoeny e- 
nemics, hc, T o which  ad- 
ded a Prayer for God! baly 
protettion and difence of hw, 
sn what ſoeuer danger. 173 
A Prayer to God that hee Wil 
defend vs from ur ſtrongeſt 
entmies, with T han he [gram 'g 
to Vod for our former deliue- 
rYances. 189 
A neceſſary motive to ſiurre v4 

vp 10 4 holy deſire to reſort to 

the T emple of God, to pray 
unte him with the ( ongrega- | 
tion, and ts heare bu Y Word. 

e5-c. \ "3x7 98 
A Preyer ts God, that hee wil 

prepare our hearts to the viſi., 

ting of hu holy T emple, to 
heare bs Word, to pray wnto 

him,and to praiſe him, 215 
A Prayer for true bappineſſe, 

Which ſhall be conſummate on- 

ly in beaucn, 226 
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MANS GVIDE 
to Happineſle. 
A Manuell of neceſſary Mo- 
riues, holy Meditations, and godly 


Prayers, to ſtirre vp the hearts of 
menvnapt topray, 


ro the great Comfort of all, that 
withdue and holy atrention will 
praGtſc this moſt godly avd Chri- 
fiiza dutic, 
Written for his owne, and publi- | 
ſhed for the Comfort of them that 
long for trxc happineſſe. 


By I. N. 
LONDON 
Printedby eA e/. for /obn Afarriat, 
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Þ wiſed, in publiſhing : and 
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S 


'\|1 HE HONORA-| 


ble, Sirſames FyL- 
LTRTON , Knight, one 
of his Highneſſe Coun- 


cell of Reuenuecs, 
&CcC. 


Anow(Sir) that 
T ſhall be cenſu- 
red rvery raſh, 
in attempting.more nads 


moſt improuent, in mas 
| king your ſelfe the Patron 
of ſo weak a Pampblet, for 
the firſt, I may excuſe me, 


-A 2 in| 


Tnx FPISTLE 


| willingly idle, and loath to 
boſe the benefit of the infor- 
[ced mntermiſfion of mine 
accuſtomed former imploy- 
ments, I could conceiue n' 
| fitter or better paſſe-time, 
then in this interi;n,to ſeek 
ſome inwar] conſolation, in 
| y outward diſcomforts : 
| for the Second, I acknow- 
{ ledge,that imparting theſe 
Weake Meditations,vnto 
{ome ſeeming wel affefted 
ts the beſt things , 1 was 
incourazed to lay them 
| downtothe pleaſure of the 
| Printer , who,nat without 
EXd- 


i 


—.” 


| in that I bane bin long _ 


| 


_ 


Dr DICATORIE, 


EY 


examination Co allowance 


publike rview. And as tou 
ching the T hird and laft, 
in makin? choyce of your 
name amonos fo many 0 
that Honourable Socic- 
tie , Þhom Imoſt humbly 
{and ſincerely honour and 
rewerence, 1cannct but ace 


no other then that Thaue 
bene longeſi knowen onto, 
your ſelfe ; And you beſt 
know, how 1haue paſt ma- 
[ny yeares in Seruice and 
attendance,commanded by 


A 3 Theſe 


knowledge the rea/on,to be | 


{thst Honorable Table.] 


' | hath brought the ſame 7 
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THE EPISTLE 


Theſe , no fained excuſes 


may,in honourable fauour, 


free me from the cenſure of 


raſhneſſe in attempting tt, 
of preſumption im publiſh- 
ing it , and of negle& , or 
reſpe& of perſons in patro- 
nizing it : So ſhall Tthink 
mine idle time not altoge. 
ther loſt, though gainin? 
little outward profit, Whe- 
ther happy or enhappy, im 
gamins the one , or looſing 
by the other. I am fo much 
the more doubtful to inds, 

by how much T obſerne, 

that men are heer ecenſu- 
red happy &> vnhappy (no! 


il 


I 


DEDICATORIE, 


in reſþeF of inward or out- 
ward qualities , bee they 
200d or bad) but accordi ng 
to their preſent proFþeritie 
XY aduerſity, glory or baſe: 
neſſe, riches or poxertie, 
which as a ſea often ebbes 
and flowes ; As variable 
winds blow, and Waues toſ- 
jed,arel ifie d vp, and come 
low : wherem ſome fa) ling 
with a full gale of glory, 
thinke themſelues m high- 
eit felicity,bo yet forget- 
tins or negletting toſteere 
aright the huge "bulke of | 
thei conceined | bappineſss, e 

ruſh many times opon the 


Ag rock 
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TarE EPISTL?Z 


rocke of Diſgrace, more 


| 771e#u0us5 then their former 


fortunes Were glorious. He 
bat freketh and thinketh 
to finde true felicitie in the 
inconſtant things of this 
life , is as happy a man as 
hee that dreameth that hee 


golde , and ſeemeth to re- 
toyce beyond meaſure in 
his good fortune,and when 
hee awakes, hee findes it 4 
dreame : So may men 
dreame of happineſſe here; 
but it is onely reſerucd for 
uch as make leaſt account 


of this worlds glory, who 


haue 


/ 1 { 
<4 Oat STM 


hath found great ſtore of | 
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ping,of ſorrow, or gricfe , | 


7 8 ihe Reader. 


————— 


ſeeme to liue heere, where 
they haue hunger, thirſt; 
heate and cold, want of 
things deſired : andathou- 
ſand diſcontents ; from 
which wee can neuer bee 
freed, vntill wee come to 
our heauenly Country, 
where Chriſt is ready to 
receiue ys, where thc holy 
Angels and Saints arc cuer 
expecting the increaſe of | 
thatheauElycopany,whoſe 
ioy and happinefle increa- 
ſeth by the increaſe of 
ſantified ſoules , to ac- 
companie them ; where 
the ſeruitude, which in 
this life oppreſleth vs, ſhall 
bee turncd into ioyfull 1i- 
bertie,where we ſhall haue 
no more cauſe of mour-| 


God 


—_————_ cc —w_ 


T othe Reader. 


God himſelfe w:{{ wpe away 
our teares, Which the tribu- 
[ations which we hcere 1n- 
dure hanc provoked, death 
{hail hauc no more power 
ouer vs, wee ſhall hauc 
there no night , nor darkc 
ncfle, we ſhall neede therc 
neither ſleexe, nor corpo- 
rall ſuſtinance  wce ſhall 
be free ftiom fickneſle , we 
ſhall feare thcre no cnuic, 
or malice of ncighbours; 
wee ſhall ncither buy nor 
ſell; we ſhall neede neither 
gold nor filver ; wee ſhall 
want 00 garments, to a- 
dorne and coler our baſe 
bodies, as hcere wee need; 
wee ſhall not be opprefled 
with the euills wherewith 
wearc herc infeſted , But 
bee repleniſhed and made 

r: ich 


a. wm aq ame ac tn. fo ms wes £$S = 4 


Tothe Reader. 


rich in every delightfull 
thing ; wee ſhall be there 
imbraced of our God, as 
his deere Children; our 
happineſle ſhall be 1o vn- 
ſpeakeable, as it cannot be 
manifeſted here, what and 
how glorious it ſhall be 
there; but we ſhal haxe plea- 
ſure at Gods right hand for 
exermore : If men there- 
fore, that now delight 
themſclues in the multi- 
tude of their riches, in their 
filuer and gold , and boaſt 
themſelues of the great. 
nefle & largeneſle of their 
poſlcflions, of their mag- 
nificent Manſions, of their 
rare iewels, the abundance 
of their plate, and ſump- 
tuous feaſts, whereinthey 
repoſe their felicitie and 
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happineſle, did duely con- 
fider the ſhortneſfe and 
inconſancie of theſe de. 
celuing vanities, and othe! 
infer;curs that delight 
themſclues in all kindes of 


{ vices, woulc but callthers. 


ſelues to minde, what they 
loſe by theſe falſe bavtes 
of Sathan ; they woulc 
caſt their moſt precious 
things oucr-boord into 
theſca of contempt,as dil. 
dayning this worles ac- 
counted beſt things, and 
their deareſt ſinnes, where- 
in they finde a hinde of 
counterfeit content, and 
felicitie , which ſhall bee 
futurely requited , with 
future infclicitie and hor- 
rour, Heppic then fhal] 
that man bee cucn heere, 

(ſeerme; 
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SAM 


' ſeeme he neuer 10 vohap- 
pie)thar for this pearle wil 
{ell all his carnall and cor- 
porall delights, to buy 
zuch 2 precious puichaſc, 

\1io permanent, which 


ice ſhall hold to himfulfe]., 


or cuer, freely without 
rent, without feare of for. 
ſciture, and without any! 
other mans claime : for 
-=uery man ſha!l haue ſo 
competent a Portion, as 
none {hall couet another 
mans. The purchaſcin re- 
,pect of the value is not 
deere, And the Lord,of 
whom he ſhall hold ir, will 
UCL expoſe his tennant, 
nor exact any ſeruile ſer- 
uIce at his hands, but ſuch 
41S ſhall bee vnto himſclfe, 
more glorious and {wrer, 


then 
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then the moſt honoura- 
ble attendance of 
orcateſt Potentate of the 
World. Hee that hath a 
heart to concciuethe leaſt 
portion of this vnexprel- 
lible happineſle, let him 
ſceke it while hee hath 
time ; let him aske Wil- 
domeof him , that giueth 
t freely ; let him heare, 
and conſider what com- 
fortable words, and ſeri- 
ous promiſes are ſpoken 
of inthe Scriptures,touch- 
ing this happineſle by 
the Prophets, by Ca4R15ST 
who is Truth it f:lfe, 
and by his Apoſtles, who 
beare witnefſle of the 
ſame Truth ; that ſo be. 
ing aſſored of the certain- 
tie of this happincſle to 


COMme; 
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Ira- come ; hee may labour to 
the |! [attaine it, hungering and 
the thirſting for it, with 

h a continuall praycr 

-aſt to himrthar 

'el- g1ues 

1M It, 

ath 
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Hink« n-+ the Prayers can- 
taincde in this bittle Bovke 
too tx dies, by realon of 
their I-ngth and projixite : 

for if thy heart be we!l picyarcd,thuu 


i1wiltthickeitno burden to thy rcogue 


& lips 70 ſpeak roty Gr d. Short proyers 
in decd. are colt piciling to them that 
vic prayer» without teeling, more 


] for « oſtome, then comfort, A trvely 


faithtull man i» not onely not wearic 
' Prayer; bar the Jonger bo prayeth, 
with the wore feruency be prayeth; and 
the wore feruent , the more plating 
yato Cod, Pray therciore alwaycs 1n 
all manner Prayer ard Swupplication wm 
th: Spirit, (23 \ong as Gods holy Spirit 
aificchcby Spirn)and watch rhereunts 
with all perſeucrance (without wgur- 
ring or wearinefle;) Ando fhallthy 
Prayers be s<ceprable ro God, and truc 
comfort to iy lelfe, 


T bis s the Way, Walk, is 8, 
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ef premeditation or conſultats- 
01, What are the beſt things, 
men in this life ſhould prmcis. 
pally ayme at , toattaine Unto 
higheft ha pineſſe; Which ave, 
hearmg the Word, and fait h- 
fall prayer, 


FP Very man by na- 

ax ture hath in him. 
A& ſclfe a defire of 
e the beſt things, 
___ andinheart wiſh. 
th , and cndeauoureth to ob. 
rtaine them, wherin cuery man 
hath his priuate and peculiar 
affection, according to his in- 
B ward 
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wardqualification. Butas Na- 
ture an | Grace, mans corrupti 

on_ and Gods holy Spirit doe 
differ in euill and good; ſo doe 
mens deſires differ inchoyce 
of things, yet all ſcemto tend 
to the attaining of the things 
they conceiue tobe beſt , and 
they are ſuch as may giue 
them the content they ayme 
at, which they account happi- 
neſſe. And the moſt of men 
in ſtead of crue happineſle, de 

fireand (ceke things not only, 
not beſt,bur meercly hurtfull: 
thinzs ſubic& to the outward 
ſenſes, which are ofren dece1- 
uing, caking that for beſt that 
is to bee abandoned, and re- 
icing that which is to bee 
chiefly imbraccdas trueſt hap 

pinefſe, 

The beſt thingsare ſuch as 
the eye ſees not,the mouth ta- 
ſteth not , the handes h:ndle 
not,ncithcr are they ſubieR ro 


Na- 


ql 
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natures vnderſtanding : For 
the things wee ſee, touch, or 
raſte, haue neither true good- 
nes, ſuch as to giue aman beſt 
content , nor continuance to 
tarry withthem; and therfore 
are but ſhacowes of ſeeming 
happineſle , which by experi- 
ence are found fickle and va- 
niſhing Beaxtie, Health of the 
body, Riches, Honour high Of- 
fice, Long life, Delights & Car. 
nall pleaſures, Humane Wiſdom, 
and Natural Literature , are 


| {rhings much eſteemed. But 
| what happineſſe is there ina 
;ny of theſe ? Beantie decayes, 


Health impayreth, Riches va- 
niſh, Honour 1s enuied, Offices 
dangerous , Long /sfe a bur- 
den, humane Wwiſdome fooliſh- 
nefſe natural Learning ,a pufte 
of vaine glory, Wee may 
rherefore conclude, that if a 
mn haue all the former ſce- 
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he not be happie for cucry of 
chem drawes with it, as many 
diſaſters, as variable acci- 
dents, & as many peeuiſh paſ- 
ſions of the minde , which 
draw him into as many cala- 
mities and miſerics. And 
therefore dothno truely wiſc 
man thinke, that theſe arc 
worthy the name of happi- 
neſle, for then had many Hea- 
thens attained vnto that beſt. 
But truc happineſſe conlift- 
eth onely in the enioying of 
Gods graces, and Spirituall 
bleſsings, which carnall men, 
who entoy onely the former, 
hauc not : But are poſſeſt with 
an erronious opinion of thoſe 
[things which ſceme beſt, ra- 
ther by an 1mplicite conc-ir, 
following, and allowing that 
for happincefſe which the 
moſt hold ſo; and ro attaine 
the ſame, they vie all meanes, 
labours , and endlefſe tra- 


ualles, 
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|blindeneſſe, or rather deſpe- 
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had ; no marucll then they | 
tinde it not, and yet perſwade 
themſeclues, they haue in ſome 
meaſure what they defire,cue- 
ry man in his peculiar affeRi1- 
on , and well may it bee ſayd 
in ſome meaſure , for that in 
what meaſure ſocuer they 
haue,that they craue,yet they 
want the fulnciſe of what 
they defire : And therefore 
can there be no full content, 
for where there is wanting | 
'ome thing , the want of the 
thing deſired, isa kinde of 
incuitable miſerie, and di- 


{tra&tionof the minde, 
Theſe things duely confi- 
cered, a kinde of yoluntarie 


rate madnefle ſeemeth to ap- 
peare in the moſt, who con- 
trarie to the aduice of the 
Apoltle ( that willeth to viſe 


B3 this 
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\ uailes to get that, which in |, 
deed is not of the world to be | 


[ (ame, as if they perſwaded 
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this world as if wee vſcd it 
not)vſe onely this world and 
the vaine pleaſures of the 


themſelues, that cither they 
ſhall cucr remaine here, or 
thatafter this, there will be 
no other being whereas the 
contrarie is moſt apparent, 
For this world paſſeth away and 
the glorie thereof , and there- 
fore ſhould we ſo liue, as only 
to paſſe thorow it, as the 7/ra- 
lites thorow the Red-ſca; 
that we may arriue in Heaue- 
ly Canaan , the place of true 
Felicitic, Happineſle and ab. 
ſolute content in decd ; for 
the greateſt pleaſures and 
decreſ delights that this 
world can yeeld, are like the 
vnſauorie waters of Aſþhaltzs, 
or the ſea of Sodome, whereof 
who ſo drinketh, infatuztcti 
or dicth inſtantly : And yet 
wee ſee, that hee 1s accounted 


the 
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|| Wiſe doconely ſecke ; know- 
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the happicſt man that is euen 
drunke with this worlds va- 
nities. Thercfore doe the 
truely Wiſe paſſe by them, as 
it were diſdayning to ſtoope 
toſuch deceining alurements: 
ſtopping their eares with 
Vliſſes , leaſt theſe forbidden 
vanitics ſhould inchant them; 
and with their ſceming ſweet 
infeting harmony , draw 
them to the: gulfe of perditi 

on; for the vanities of this 
world bewitch the mindes of 
carnall men, who though they 
reade and heare their danger, 
it takes no impreſsion in 
their obdurate hearts : they 
reade ſeldome, and heare, and 
ynderſtand not ; they yet 
know too much of thar, wher- 
of the pratice doth ſhew 
they are not W:ſe to ſaluation, 
which indeedis, thatabſolute 
happineſſe , that the truely 


B 4 ing 


'to beaſſured in this life ot the 
 Kingdome of God,andour fal- 
' nation to come, and to /abour 
for the righteouſneſle thereof; 
for. if worldly men take fo 
' much paines for the getting 
' of the vaniſhing things of this 
| world,counterfeit happineſle, 


; of righteouſneſſe and hatred of 
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ing that it auaylcth them not, 


togaine the whole world,and|! 


to take all the pleaſures and 
dclights of the ſame, & to loſe 
their owne ſoulcs. 

The beſt thing then , that 
we areto [ceke to be happy 1s 


it may well be imputcd , not 
onely as a ſhame vnto vs, but 
a iudgement vpon vs, it wee 
negle&, the abſolute beſt 
thing, the (aluation of our 
ſoules. And therefore Saint 
Paul exhoits vs to the ſtudie 


ſinne,, the contrary ends of 
both being ſet before vs; 


namely as touching ſinne, 
wherein 


mm — 7 ee 4 OO © | 


me wr Www tw, wm ee wy oo 


-|cnd death eternall , without 


and Prayers, | 


wherein the beſt man hath 
once defiled himſelfe, how 
much more the wicked? What 
fruit bad they in it ? Oncly| 
ſhame, and gricfe, and inthe 


repentance, therefore it be- 
hooneth vs now to caſt off 
linne , The wanities of the 
World, the luſts of the fleſh, the 
pride of life , to whichthings 
whoſocuer is, or hath beene 
ſcruant, while he l1uerh there 
in is free from righteouſneſſe : 
but now let vs ſ{ccke to bee 
freed from the ſeruitnde of 
ſinne, and to become ſeruants 
vnto Ged, ſo ſhall wee haxe our 
fruit in holineſſe , and im the end 
exerlaſting life , Which is the 
oift of GO D through Neſus 
( briſt , which is the greateſt 
happineile that we can deſire 
or attaine vnto, either in this 
life, erthat which 1s to come; 
for the obtayning whereof, 


as 
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cuery Chriſtian is to be care. 
fullto auoide the vanities of 
this world, and the ſeruice of 
ſinne in the ſame, indceuoring 
to become the ſeruant of 
God, which conſiſteth in an 
holy and hceauenly conuerſa- 
tion here, to which is requi- 
red, the due and diligent 
hearing of God in his Wetrd: 
and the true praiſe of the 
_ and faithfull prayer to 
im. 

By theſe two rules rightly 
obſerued, a man becomes by 
acceptation perfe& , and by 
1mputation iuſt, 

To attaine vnto this degree 
of pcrfeRion and happineſle, 
it lycth not in our owne 
powre z wee cannot heare 
without the Word preached, 
andnone that hearcth vnder- 
ſtandeth ; but he whoſe cares 
the Lord opcneth, Carnall 


men may hearc indeed, but 
not 
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open alſo their hearts, 
as hee did the heart of Lydia, 
for both the Word, hearing, 
vnderſtanding and praiſe 
are all the gifts of God. 
Prayer alſo is the gift of 
God, ſois Gods Spirit, by 
whom wee pray , and faith in 
which we pray ; and the afſu- 
rance, to obtaine that for 
which wee pray. How many 
men yetare there of concecit, 
that they can pray when they 
liſt,,and how they liſt? as if 
earneſt and truely cordiall 
prayer,were as familiar with 
them, asto tella tale : Lipla- 
bour babling indeed, is as ea- 
fie,as to ſpeake any thing elle, 
But this kinde of ſaying 
prayers, is not indeed prayer, 
but prattle, a mocking of 
God, and hee decciueth him- | 
ſcife,rhat ſo (peaketh prayers. 
A great man would take 
{corne 


IN 


mm 
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ſcornc to haue a tale told 
him, when hce that tells it 
ſpeakes he knowes not what, 
his minde being vpon ſome 
other matter , will God then 
accept of thoſe prayers, whick 
onely are from the lippes, 
when the heart thinks of no- 
thing leſſe, then what the 
mouth ſpeaketh ? Their words 
may bee the words of holy 
prayer indeed, but it th: heart 
conſent not , nay, if the 


Minde, the Willand AﬀeRi- 


ons, and the Vnderſtanding 
agree not with the mouth, 
though the words bee good, 
the prayer is counteifeir. 
True and feruent , faithful! 
and feeling prayer, willeaſily 
bee diſcrned from cold and 
counterfeit , for whereas a 


man may fluently without 


ſtoppe or ſtagger,powre forth 


many and good words, cither 
by heart or booke , thinking 
tha: 
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[prayer is effeQuall, and plea- 
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that God hath enough, if hee | 
hauc many :ndgood words, he | 
cannot but acknowledge that | 
he doth but flatcer God,& o; 
commits ſinne, inſtead of a 
ſacrifice ; But the p.aycr that 
pleaſeth God, aud profits a 
mans ſclfe, comes from the 
heart to the lippes, or the 
heart it ſclfe, fighes and: 
groanes vnto God, in ſuch; 
vchemencie of (piit , as if 
not with outward teares, yet 
doth the heart rent it iclfe 
within, throughthe fcrucncie 
of zeale, and power of a 
lively faith , which kinde of 


ſingto God 

It bchooueth therefore 
cuery man to be warie how 
hee prayerh, leaſt hee offer the 
ſacrifice of feoles , and io in- 
ſead of being heard, to his 
comfort, hee be reicRed with 
ſhame, Prayer conlifteth nct 
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in the motion of the tongue, 
onely which 1s properas well 
tothe wicked asto the godly: 
But prayer is adiuine cxcr- 
ciſe of a ſanRified heart. And 
therefore before we preſume 
to approch into the preſence 
of God with our Petition, 
we mult ducly and reuerently 
conſider, to whom we ſpeake, 
what we ſpeake, and how we 
ſpeake ; wherein we may not 
conſult with our owne fan- 
talics, and ſo vnſanRifiedly, 
to ruſh ypon the holy Throne 
of Jehouah, bat with the 
Word of God, wherein 1s 
layde downe the perſons, to 
whom, the manner, how, and 
the things for what we ſhould 
pray. . 

Theſe things being vnder- 
ſtood, it behooueth vs alſo to 
looke 1nto our {eines, whe- 
ther this great worke of di- 
vine prayer bee within the 


com. 
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compaſle of our owne vnder- 
ſtanding, what to pray for. 
Saint Paul wasa man Dinine- 


|ly qualified, andyet hee ac- 


counteth himſelfe of the num- 
ber. of them that know not 
what to pray , as hee ought : 
what then ? Should wee not 
pray at all,becauſe wee know 
not how , or what to pray as 
we ought ? Godforbid , wee 
haue a promiſe that the Spi- 
rit of God ſhall helpe our in. 
firmities, and ſhall make re- 


1 queſt for vsvnto God. How 


then can our prayers but bee 
heard and anſwered, ſeeing 
they proceedfrom Gods own 


{ Spirit, that dwellethin vs? 


The trucly faithfull in deed 
haue a promiſe, that if they 
open their mouthes, God will 


1 fillthem : And what 1s 1t bur 


to aſsiſt them in their prayers? 
And therefore not cucry one 


that ſeemeth to pray, prayeth 
in 
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may allo appertaine vnto, 
and in time, be felt of them 
that yet want him. There- 
fore, Jet every ran indcuour 
to be aſſured, that t!.c Spirit of 


Godisin him, which hce ſhall 


| 
| finde by the ferucncic cf his 


heart in ptayer;although he bc 
; notat all timesa like power. 
full in vs, but retires hin;{elfe 
for a time, to rake vs to ac- 


andto thirſt the more cagerly 
for his preſence againe, which 
euery faithfull ſoule cxcr- 


parcnely apprehcndcth ; for 


were, mooucth ovr Cull ſp1- 
rits, and at length ſheweth 
himfclte ſtrong and powcr- 
full in vs,for when we finde a 
will, 2nd 2n inclination to 
pray, though wee be dull, not 
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in the Spirit, yet this promiſe || 


knowledge the want of him, |: 


ciſcd in this divine dutic, ap-| 


the Spirit by degrees, as It |} 
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able to open our muuthes,}: 
if 


=_ 
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{worke and 


Tour ſclues , wee were-neuer; 
|| able to vtter: which 1 con- 
fc\le to the praiſe of God, 


1] mcaneto ſuppreſle their dul- 
1] ocſſe, and to ſtirre vp their 


I if we continue in defire, lift- 


ing vp our hearts to God; 
wee ſhall feele, and that ſen- 
fibly the Spirit, to beginne to 
to touch our 
hearts,thatat length,we ſhall, | 
not onely bee able to ſpeake | 
with our tongues, but the 
ſame Spirit will frame ſuch an 
holy forme of words, that of 


I haue found by moſt com- 
fortable experience, and ther- 
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tore to my more cffcuall 
motiue, I hauc framed by the 
ayde of thz ſawe Spirit, this 
Mcditation and Prayer fol- 
lowing , which may bee alſo 
vnto otiers, that delight in 
this holy exerciſe , ſome 


affc&1ons to an vnexpreſgible 
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tentations of Sathan, Who al- 


duine and holy exerciſes in the 
chilaren of God,Wwherby their 
happineſſe may bee made cer. 


faine, 


= is impoſſible that any 
man , be he neuer ſo deuout 
and religious , that takes any 
ation in hand, tending either 
to Gods glory , or his owne 
ſoules ſaluation, that can p.r- 
forme it; but that Sathan,thar 
malicious enemy of mans ſal- 


Pricſt was ſtanding before the 


Zach 3 +1, And theretore ſhall 
any man thinke that though he 


uation,w1ill endeauour to per |, 
uert it,or altogether to hinder |? 
it, As when /ehoſhxathe high 


Lord to pray , S:than ſtood at | 
his right hand to reſiſt him, |2 


A motine toa prayer againſt the 


waies endeauoureth the hide. 
t 
rance of prayer , axd all other yo" 
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de ſtrong i faich, and feruent 
In zeale to pray vnto God, for 
any holy and heauenly gift, 


hinde. {that he ſhall hauc no oppoliti. 
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2!ther 
Owne 
LP. r- 
,thart | 
$ ſal- 
per |. 
Inder 
high 
e the 
od at |: 
him, |* 
ſhall 
>hhe 


on by this ougly Dragon, and 
ſubtill inuifible Serpent ? nay, 
the more faithfull , the more 
zealous, and the more ſtrong a 
man ſcemeth, (or indeed is) in 
any holy and diuine exerciſe; 
ſo much the more madand ma- 
licious 1s Sathan to oppoſe 
him, eſpecially when he beta- 
keth himſelfe to holy prayer, 
whereof notrue child of God 
1s,or can be 1gnorant : he can. 
not but findthat Sathan,thogh 
vnſecne , ſtand. that his right 
hand, at his elbow, laying be- 


| fore the eye of his mind,infi.. 
| nite idle and vnholy thoughts, 
| not to benitbred or declared; 


either to peruert or ytrerly 
to hinder his faith & zcale; & 
that ſometimes wita ſeeming 
( though counterfeit) divine 


be 


: 


1 


thoughts. 
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mayd,he ſpake (ſeeming com. 
mencably )crying of Pax and} 
other Apoltics, ſaying, T heſeſP": 
wen are the ſeruants of the moſt 
high God , Which fliew vnto you 
the Way of ſaluatien, At 16.16 
I 7. But what intended he by 

this his fattery? onely to hin- 
| der Paul & the reſt from pray- 
'er, 4 worke that offends him 
' moſt, and wakes vs moſt hap- 
| Py. Therefore when he flatre-| 
\rethaman moſt, as perſwa-| 
| ding him that h:ehath graces 
|and holy giftes enough: hee 
| needs ſceke no more of God, 
| he may ſaue his labor of pray- 
'ing; he may take his calc and 
| betake himlelfe to his wonted 
worldly affaires; he needs not 

bee fo curious in reading the 

| Word, or hearing Sermons,he 
| hath knowledge ſufficicnt,and 
inthe right way to happines, 

and may take more plcaſure 
ang 


thoughts, As when, in then 


and Prayers, 


zuch lulied afleepe by theſe 
olt dangerous inchantments 
;Ff Sathan, eſpecially when he 
oueteth to deceiue by his 
rafty vndermining men, vn- 
der his counterfet fhew of be- 
ngan Angell of light, 

Hauing then ſuch a dange- 
ous enemy , more malicious 
hen the red Dragon,more Wi- 
fy and ſubtill then the crooked 
Serpent, and more ſtrong then 
he rearing Lyon. We had need 
ocrauc wiledome,to preuent 
his fubriities, and {trength ro 
withſtand his forces : for be- 
ing 1gnorat of his (tratagems, 

nd weake to encounter his 
alice, we can neithcr ſpeake 
Mmto God in our praycrs, 
which are the principall wea- 
pons to wound, and put backe 


he force of this enemy , nor 
with 


| 


Meditations, 


with true deſire, attentiue 
care, a feeling heart, conſtant 
reſolurion,& firme faith,heare 
God (pea: e vnto vs by his ho- 
ly Meſſengers and Miniſters, 
rhe life of our ſoules, and tru- 
clt happineſle, 
It bchoucth vs therefore to 
labour,to haue the eyes of our 
minds in'ightned, and to be 
hlicd with all ſpirituall pru- 
dence and wiſdome , that wee 
may bee able to diſcoucr his 
decciuing intiſements , toa- 
uoydh's | mn fla.teries, and 
to withſtand his deadly tenta- 
tions: let ys indeauor by con» 
tinuall prayer to God, that in 
vs may be created :nd confir- 
med a (trong and liucly faith, 
p-1fe& and conſtant zeale to 
{erue the liuing God, and an 
holy 1calouſic ouer our ſelucs, 
leſt Sathancircumuent vs with 
his ſecret and ſubtill intiſe- 
ments, 1n ſtealing away our 
minds, 
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indes, and eſtranging our 
houghts from heauen and hea- 
enly things, from God in 
hriſt, in our holy Meditati- 
ons and Praycrs.. 


a 


—  G——_ 


A Prayer for Gods holy affi- 
ance,arainſtSathin, who in- 
deauoureth to hinder our 
moſt codly prayers, fit 
to bee ſaid in all 
tentations. 


Oo Holy , mcrcifull, Io 
aing, and moſt power. 
full Lord God , who fittcſt 
inthe heaucns, and cxtcn- 
deſt thy power oucr all the 
powers in heauen & earth, 
who haſt the rule and abſo- 
lute gouernment of all thy 
creatures; and to whom all 
Prcincipalities, Powers, An- 
eels,| 


{boue all other duties, ten- 


Meditations, 


| 


Conſider, I humbly pray 
thee,the malignity and ma- 
lice of that repiobate infer- 
nall ſpirit, that falſcly pre- 
tendeth; dominton in the 
carth,and in the ayrc, and 
how he enuicth and oppo- 
feth, as much as in him is, 
euery good dutic and ſer- 
uice which thy dearcſt chil- 
dren owe andendeauour to 
performe vnto thee, and a- 


ding tothine owne glory, 
and mans faluation, he ſee- 
keth to hinder none, with 
more bitter violence, with 


owne deareſt children into 


gels, and ſpirits doc obey : 


greater enuy, & More WIc-|| 
ked and ſubtill wiles, then] 
this of diuinepraycr, and}! 
endeauoreth to draw thinej} 


Ma-!3 


_— 


bey : manifold fines, Bur Lord, 


pray 
1 ma- 
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FIe——— 


ard Prayers. 


as thou haſt commaunded 
vs to call ypon thine holy 
Name, to pray. vato thee 
for faith,repentance,obcdi- 
ence, and other graces and 
bleſſings : So according to 
thine holy ordinance, I fall 
downe proſtrate ypon the 
knees of mine vnfayned 


hearc, praying thee to pre-| 


pare meeto this holy dutie, 
thou ſayeſt, Open thy month, 


and I will jill it, O Lord 0-| 


pen thou my mouth, and 
hll it with heauenly words, 
turniſh and fill my heart 
with a ſtrong, powertful,and| 
lively faith, conſtant and 
firme obcdience,that with- 
out waucring, and ſtraying 
choughts, I may atthistime 
make my prayers & ſuppli- 


CAati- 


—_— 


